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Jewish Religious Polemic 
O. S. RANKIN MA DD DLitt 


The aim of this book, the work of an outstanding authority on Judaism, is to 
illustrate the type of polemical defence which was offered by Jewish scholars to 
the attack of Christian theologians. It contains translations from Hebrew and 
Latin taken from narrative, poetry, letters and debate, each being prefaced by 
an introduction which deals exegetically and critically with the work itself 
and with its author. It is published as a contribution to the Tercentenary 
Commemoration of the establishment of British Jewry. 

Medium 8vo 228 pp 18s 


A Plea for Man 
MARIO M. ROSSI MA PhD Lib Dox 


In this work Signor Rossi, biographer, historian and philosopher, criticises the 
doctrines of historicism, dialectical materialism, existentialism etc., which deny 
man his freedom and absolve him from all responsibility for his actions. He 
attempts through an analysis of the meaning of personality to restore man to his 
dignity before God, and, after criticising the idea of automatic human progress 
and a discussion of European thought, he elaborates his belief in the philosophic 
value of biography and his concept of human personality. 

Crown 8vo 170 pp gs 6d 


German Pronunciation 
W. L. WARDALE MA 


This book is specially designed for secondary schools and university use and 
contains both an explanatory text and detailed exercises. It has been warmly 
welcomed by heads of German Departments in British universities. The exercises 
will be found particularly useful for pronunciation practice with classes of any 
size, and a fairly large vocabulary has been incorporated and the student is not 
left in the dark about the genders of nouns. 

Medium 8vo 112 pp 6s 


Three Centuries of French Verse 
ALAN J. STEELE MA 


16th-18th Century. Something more than just another anthology of French 
verse, this selection presents the most important aspects of the work of major 
poets, showing how poctry reflected the changing ethos of the times, and the 


of development in themes etc. A concise introduction 


more significant lines 
surveys the period, 


Large Crown 8w 320 pp Forthcoming about 16s 


Distributors: Nelson 36 Park Street London W1 
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The Communist 
International 


1919-1943 
Documents 


VOLUME I: 1919-1922 
Selected and edited by 
JANE DEGRAS 


The Communist International, or 
Comintern, was founded in March 
1919, when it seemed that the wave of 
revolution was about to spread from 
Russia to the rest of Europe. The 
downfall of capitalism was considered 
inevitable, and the next stage was to get 
the labour movement out of the hands 
of socialist leaders and bring it under 
communist control. The main attack 
of the Comintern was against the 
moderate socialist parties and reformist 
trade unions, for the communists 
believed that it was only their 
‘treachery’ which bridled the 
revolutionary impulses of the masses 
and prevented the revolution from 
spreading. The consequences of the 
split in the labour movement marked by 
the foundation of the Comintern are 
felt to this day. 55s. net 





Survey of 
International 
Affairs 1953 


BY PETER CALVOCORESSI, 
assisted by CORAL BELL 48s. net 


Documents on 
International 
Affairs 1953 


Selected and edited by 


DENISE FOLLIOT 57s. 6d. net 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 








STRAWBERRY 
FAIR 


A Biography of 
FRANCES, COUNTESS 
WALDEGRAVE 


1821 — 1879 


Osbert Wyndham 
Hewett 


Countess Waldegrave was the 
daughter of Braham the singer. 
She was married four times, her 
last husband being Chichester 
Fortescue. She was one of the 
most famous of hostesses. As 
chatelaine of Strawberry Hill 
she wielded enormous social 
and political power and anyone 
received by her was received by 
all the rest of the fashionable 
political world. 

Illustrated 18s net 


HOUSEKEEPING 
IN THE 
18th CENTURY 


Rosamond 
Bayne-Powell 


This excellent survey is packed 
with the interest of old ways of 
living. The ‘good old days’ had 
a reverse side of squalor and 
misery and Mrs. Bayne-Powell 
shows both sides of the picture 
with great skill and entertain- 
ment. Illustrated. 18s. net. 


JOHN MURRAY 

















H. C. JACKSON 


Behind the Modern Sudan 


The author records difficulties and dangers that a few 
British officers and officials had to overcome in the early 
days of the century. With a Map. 2\ls. 





FRED COYNE HAMIL 
Lake Erie Baron 


The story of Colonel Thomas Talbot one of the most 
controversial and colourful figures among the founders 
of Upper Canada. Illustrated. 30s. 


SAMUEL GLASSTONE 


Principles of Nuclear 
Reactor Engineering 


In this book the author, Consultant, U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, describes the fundamental scientific principles 
upon which reactor engineering is based. Illustrated. 60s. 


RUPERT CROFT-COOKE 


Seven Thunders 
A powerful story of the ancient Vieux Port of Marseilles 


prior to its entire obliteration by the Germans in 1943. 
12s. 6d. 


CHARLES ISRAEL 
How Many Angels 


This unusual first novel deals with the small Sudeten 
German community in Czechoslovakia after the Allied 
victory. 13s. 6d. 
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ATOM HARVEST 


Leonard Bertin 


The author was given unique facilities by the Government to obtain 
the material for this book which is uncensored. Here is the story 
of Britain’s triumph and achievement in the atomic energy field 
written in non-technical language. 


February 13th. Illustrated 20s. 


TRANSFORMATION IN MALAYA 
J. B. Perry Robinson 


“‘ The author had quite exceptional opportunities to combine first 
hand experience with research into documents bearing on the 
Emergency. He has produced a book which combines a personal 
viewpoint with a fair and dispassionate analysis of controversial 
issues.” A. D. C. Peterson, late Director-General of Information 
Services in Malaya. 


February 6th. 18s. 


SECKER & WARBURG 




















Up-to-date editions 
SE eee eee now available 


ILIFFE technical books 


Automobile Electrical 
Equipment. 5th Edition 


A Complete Survey of Electric 


Plastics Progress 1955 


Papers and Discussions at British 
Plastics Convention, 1955. 


em Technique for 
Domestic & Similar 
Structures. 3rd Edition 





It 





Lighting, Starting and Ignition 
as applied to the Internal Com- 
bustion En; 


Engine. 
A. P. Young, 0.8.£., M.LE.E., 
M.LMECH.E., and L. Griffiths, 


M.L.MECH.E., A.M.1L.E.E. 


Deals exhaustively with every 
aspect of generation, lighting, 
Starting and ignition as applied 
to automobile engines and is 
invaluable to students, designers, 
repair men and owner-drivers. 
82 x 53” 387 pp. 350 illust. 


25s. net 


Full report of the third British 
Plastics Convention proceedings, 
including a full text of the papers, 
together with a record of the 
discussions which followed them. 
The subjects covered are: Poly- 
mer Structure and Properties; 
Expanded Plastics; Thermo- 
plastics; Extrusion; Work Study; 
Injection Moulding; Patents; 
Foundry Resins; Glass Rein- 
forced Plastics. 


92” x 6” 440 pp. Illustrated 


50s. net 


Edwin Gunn, A.R.1.3.A. Revised 
by John Brandon-Jones, A.A.DIP., 
A.R.LB.A. 


Fully revised edition of a well- 
known reference book on con- 
structional design (formerly 

* Modern Building Technique ”’). 
Containing a lifetime's first-hand 
experience, proved on the build- 
ing site, it is an indispensable 
tool for both the architect and 
the builder. 


92°x 6" 188 pp. 183 illustrations 


21s. net 


Full books list obtainable from :- 


ILIFFE & SONS LIMITED 
Dorset House Stamford St. London S.E.1. 








Robert Henriques 


Author of 


No Arms, No Armour 
and Through the Valley 


has written a great new novel 


Red over Green 


13s. 6d. 
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A book for those who want to write 
? ° sti 

CEDRIC ASTLE’S Let S W rite a Story is a in 
stimulating and helpful guide for young (and older) writers. With ye 
constant reference to past and present writers, the author shows eq 
how a story may be planned and developed. ‘Containing so bc 
much sound advice . . . that adult authors might do well to study qu 
it’. (Sunday Times.) Limp 5s.; cloth boards 7s. 6d. we 
... and one about those who did write . 
ROGER LANCELYN GREEN'S Tellers of Tales is an iL 
account of the writers whose stories have been enjoyed by ce 
children since 1839, with a detailed appendix of titles and dates. we 
‘A book that should be on the shelves of all those who choose ths 
books for children’ (Manchester Guardian), now available in its -“s 
enlarged form. cle. 
Cloth boards 15s. EDMUND WARD i 
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PUBLISHING FOR YOUNG READERS 
JOHN BELL 











CHILDREN’S reading in Great Britain is booming. Public librarians report 
crowded attendances, an enthusiastic growth of library activities and 
growing interest in the many Children’s Book Weeks now held. Schools are 
receiving increased library grants; more space is given each year to reviewing. 
1,960 new children’s books were published in 1954, a record number, and 
an increase of 376 on the 1953 figure. 

Despite these flourishing conditions, however, there are grounds for 
regarding the rising output of new books with some misgiving. There is 
still little serious, responsible reviewing of these books, and it is hard for 
anyone to select the best when almost two thousand new books appear every 
year. With adult fiction, the general public has the guidance of reviewers; 
equivalent guidance on children’s reading is difficult to come across. The 
bookshops are embarrassed by the flood, and find it simplest to stock in large 
quantities the authors who command the readiest sales; reasonable enough, 
were it not that these are not the best in children’s books today. 

In Great Britain now, with a rising tide of ephemeral books threatening 
to engulf the bookshops, the problem of selection is becoming acute; and the 
first step towards finding what is’ best in children’s writing today is the 
realisation that there are two distinct fields of publishing. They can be 
described as quantity and quality: the books that are written to give children 
what they want, and the books that try to exercise a growing mind. This can 
sound dangerously like giving children what they ought to want, a phrase 
that points the risk of becoming priggish, humourless and altogether joyless; 
a number of well-intentioned children’s books show these signs only too 
clearly. The faults on the other side are shown in shoddy, hasty writing, the 
rapid production necessary to ‘keep the pot boiling’. 
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The quantity school of publishing is dedicated to providing harmless 
entertainment. Its authors know the taste of the moment, and write accor- 
dingly. Streamlined and readymade, their stories will entertain and will sell, 
The fact that there are hundreds like them does not greatly matter. Provided 
the jacket is colourful and the bulk satisfyingly large, the quality of text, 
paper and design is unimportant. The book must be cheap—six shillings is 
about the maximum price in this highly competitive market. Mass 
production methods lower the cost, so these books have a strong family 
likeness. They account for at least seventy-five per cent. of the books pub- 
lished each year, and their similarity to those of the year before is welcomed; 
the familiar always is. No new mental effort has to be made. Most of these 
books are readable, exciting, and capable of giving great pleasure to young 
readers. But they are not in any sense works of literature; no Wind in the 
Willows or Swallows and Amazons will turn up among their ranks; and the 
children—and there are many—who never range outside these ‘rewards’ for 
their reading will have little chance of appreciating anything other than the 
light romance or the thriller when they are grown up. 


It is from the non-specialist, and often smaller publishers that the 
outstanding children’s books appear, the firms who publish a few books each 
year for children, and apply to them the standards they apply to any other 
book on their list. By restricting themselves, they can give thought to each 
individual book, with no question of pruning or padding to fit the demands 
of a production belt. They spend a little more to give the book a cloth 
binding, decent paper and good illustrations. They pay the author the 
compliment of taking his book seriously; and they compliment the children 
who will read the book by giving them the best they can. They keep an eye 
open for the danger signs of writing down, of arch, adult jokes with sly 
glances at the grown-ups; and they do not relax their established standards to 
cash in on the popular vogue of the hour. Their books are worth more; 
and, logically, they cost more. The minimum price for the full-length 
stories published in this field will be 9s.6d. or 10s.6d.; many will be 12s.6d.; 
but the publishers are not competing in the cheap market, and their faith is 
in the lasting quality of the books, which should lead to their being reprinted 
over a period of years. This field of publishing has no rapid turnover to 
bring money back quickly; it needs faith and a sound back list. It is long-term 
publishing, and can only be engaged upon by the publishing house with a 
reputation for high standards, and a satisfactory bank balance. 


There has been a marked increase in the reviewing of children’s books 
recently (though the old, light-hearted bunching together of a dozen 
haphazardly chosen books for boys and girls under the general grouping of 
rattling good yarns is still common). The literary weeklies have been in the 
lead: John o’ London’s (now no more), The New Statesman, The Spectator, 
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Time and Tide, The Tablet, and others. The daily and weekly newspapers 
give a few columns of reviews in the spring and at Christmas. The compre- 
hensive and satisfying supplements on children’s reading issued twice a year 
by The Times Literary Supplement constitute the most important development 
since the war in the serious survey of children’s reading; but here, even more 
than with other journals, the number of readers must be regrettably small. 


Children’s book publishing is unlike other publishing in that the reviews 
are not normally written to be read by children; they are written for the 
adults (which has misled some children’s writers into writing for the adults). 
It is to a small journal circulated only to subscribers that the seeker of 
informed critical notices, must turn. This is The Junior Bookshelf, circulating 
primarily amongst children’s librarians, in which new books are discussed, 
articles of general interest appear, and a keenly critical eye is kept on the 
general standards of children’s writing. Here both praise and blame are fairly 
distributed. The reviews are plain-spoken and often refreshingly astringent. 
This small journal’s importance tremendously outweighs its circulation. 
In quality of reviewing it is often equalled by The School Librarian and 
British Book News, and sometimes equalled by the BBC, whose Children’s 
Hour reviews are to be heard regularly. 


Perhaps the most valuable potential ally in the task of publicising the best 
is in the hands of the children’s librarians. Every year the Library 
Association’s Carnegie Medal is awarded to an ‘outstanding children’s book 
of the year’; this is the only children’s book award in Britain, but it remains 
largely unknown to the general public. In the announcement of the 1954 
award, a promising innovation was the publishing of the runners-up. 
Booksellers and others interested were thus given a group of ten books 
chosen as the best of the year—a valuable publicity aid. It is in the wider 
publicising of this award that a lead can be given to the many who want the 
best for their children and are uncertain how to find it. 


One of the most interesting developments of the post-war years has been 
the growth of institutional buying by schools and public libraries. A number 
of firms offer specially bound volumes to libraries, purchasing sheets from 
the publisher well before publication, and selling them to the library in a 
reinforced binding. These suppliers know they have exacting customers, 
and select their books accordingly. It is now a commonplace for the publisher 
to sell a third—sometimes almost a half—of his edition to a library supplier 
in advance of publication. It is in conditions like these, where the public 
librarian can account for almost half an edition, that the importance of a 
consistently high standard of publishing is demonstrated. The librarians have 
come to know the publishers’ imprints that are to be relied upon. If a 
publisher attempts to compete in the two fields of children’s publishing 
(as a few do), the librarians, whose support is essential for his better books, 
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begin to lose confidence. They cannot be certain, when looking at his new 
batch of books, which editorial policy is responsible, and ultimately they 
will treat them all as suspect. 


What of today’s books themselves? The list of Carnegie Medal awards 
for the last few years is illuminating :— 

1948 Sea Change—an adventure story of the Merchant Navy. 

1949 The Story of Your Home—a factual domestic survey. 

1950 The Lark on the Wing—a novel for girls with a back- 
ground of singing as a career. 

1951 The Woolpack—an historical novel. 

1952 The Borrowers—a fantasy. 

1953 A Valley Grows Up—a view of the changes i in an English 
valley over three thousand years. 

1954 Knight Crusader—an historical novel. 


These are made up of: two historical novels; two present-day novels in which 
details of a career are an integral part of the story; two factual books, both 
tracing the development of their subject over a considerable period of time— 
indeed, strangely supplementing each other in the study of domestic and 
national history; and a fantasy. For once a generalisation can be accurate, for 
marked features of children’s books today are the predominance of career 
books, a general desire for facts of every kind, and the revival of the historical 
novel. It is significant that a fantasy is in the list; for here is a permanent and 
irreplaceable need in children’s reading. The thirst for do-it-yourself books, 
for technical information, can perhaps be paralleled in most countries since 
the war. The career novel is a logical development. The return of the 
historical novel, however, seems to be peculiar to Britain, and the standard 
of writing in this field is now extraordinarily high. In two books listed 
above—A Valley Grows Up and The Story of Your Home—the twin interests 
of history and factual information have come together. For the rest, the once 
predominant school story is dying out. The pony book is past its heyday. 
The holiday story, now a long way after Arthur Ransome, is flagging a little 
as Science Fiction is seen in the offing; but some of the best children’s books 
still turn up in this group. In general, the standard of writing gets higher 
every year; but the small number of new books that are outstanding remains 
fairly constant. 


It is in the illustration of children’s books that disappointment must be 
reported. Excellent illustrators are at work, but the general level is unexciting. 
The trouble is clear. Children’s books are now, to all intents and purposes, 
the only artist-illustrated books published in Great Britain. The professional 
artist can earn as much for one drawing to be used in advertising as he can 
in several months’ work on a children’s book, involving perhaps thirty to 
forty line drawings, a jacket design and frequently a great deal of research. 
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Under such conditions, no artist can make a living by illustrating books 
alone; he is impelled to turn to commercial art for an income. If he does 
illustrate a children’s book, it will be because it gives his work some 
permanence. The general illustration problem is increased by the large 
numbers of art students whose first thought is book illustration; never before 
has the publisher had so many portfolios eagerly opened before him. He is 
faced with choosing between the experienced middle-aged artist turning to 
children’s books to arrest his declining income, and the gifted, inexperienced 
product of the art school. His book will either look dated, showing sound 
draughtsmanship but little to excite the child; or it will have the freshness 
and imagination of a young artist whose drawings will nevertheless show the 
uncertainty of the beginner. Depressed by the outmoded, nervous of the 
experimental, the publisher only too frequently turns to the reliable stock 
artist of the agencies, and his book appears with the adequate but routine 
illustrations of hundreds of others. 


Children’s books in Britain today are on the verge of becoming better 
than they have ever been. More people are interested in making only the best 
available to their children, more official encouragement is being given to 
foster the best when it is found. It is because the prospects are so bright that 
the importance of a cautionary note is so great. Over-production is 
encouraging the second-rate, and the standard of the average, run-of-the-mill 
book is still deplorably low. The improvement in book design has been 
marked in the last few years, but this will be an actual disadvantage if it is 
used to make an attractive new parcel of the same old inferior material. It is 
vital now, with children’s book-production booming, to turn these 
promising new conditions to advantage. 


Mr. John Bell is in charge of the Children’s Books Department of the Oxford University Press. 





HOW TO OBTAIN BRITISH BOOKS 


A third edition of this useful guide, available to booksellers abroad, has been issued. 
It tells how to obtain British books or acquire publication rights in them, and contains 
lists of British publishers’ representatives and agents abroad, and an expanded list of 
publishers, classified to show the principal kinds of books which they publish. Copies 
may be obtained free on request from: The Publishers Association, Export Research 
Service, 19 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, England. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albermarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
*% New periodicals of note are also included 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
LORD NELSON. A Guide to Reading with a Note on Contemporary 
Portraits. Oliver Warner. Caravel Press, 6s. 1955. 19 cm. 32 pages. Index. 


This little guide through the accumulation of Nelson literature follows appropriately 
upon the 150th anniversary of Trafalgar. The complete bibliography of Nelson would 
be enormous and much of the material has little real value. The compiler has 
endeavoured here to restrict the selection to essential works, the aim being to guide 
and not to catalogue, and each entry has a helpful annotation. Deliberate omissions 
are articles in periodical collections, fiction, librettos and general histories of the 


Royal Navy, and also the class of memoir and biography in which Nelson figures 
incidentally. (or2) 


THE BOOKS OF THE BULLETIN, 1880-1952. An Annotated 
Bibliography. George Mackaness and Walter W. Stone. With preliminary essays 
by W. E. Fitz Henry and Norman Lindsay. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia 


and London), 42s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 108 pages. 2 illustrations. 13 facsimiles. 
For seventy-five years, the Bulletin has influenced the Australian literary scene through 
its editorial policy of publishing local poetry and prose both in book form and in the 
pages of its weekly issues. The two compilers of this bibliography of Bulletin 
publications, sixty-five in all, with their accurate descriptions and annotations, have 
produced a work which can be regarded as definitive. The introductory reminiscences 
of Bulletin authors by two members of the newspaper’s staff place the Bulletin in its 
historical and literary context, while fine printing and illustrations add distinction to a 
notable contribution to Australian bibliography. (015-94) 


A LEGAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE BRITISH COMMON- 
WEALTH OF NATIONS. Vol. L. English Law to 1800, including Wales, the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. 2nd edition. Compiled by W. Harold Maxwell 
and Leslie F. Maxwell. Sweet & Maxwell, 70s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 704 pages. Indexes. 

This is a new edition of the first volume of this bibliography and includes books 

dealing with English law to 1800 which were printed from 1480 to 1954. Attractively 

produced, it has been prepared with care and scholarship. Each of the twenty-seven 
chapters covers a different subject, such as public records, the constitution, property 
and criminal law, and the majority are extensively sub-divided. The law of Wales, 
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man is also included. Full indexes of subjects, 
places, and authors and titles greatly facilitate reference. Cumulative supplements to 
this volume will be issued periodically. When complete, this series will be in seven 
volumes and will constitute an indispensable source of information on English legal 


bibliography. (016-346) 
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Library Science 
REFERENCE AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES. Some Current Problems, 
Proceedings of the Annual Conference, Reference and Special Libraries Section, 
Library Association, Lyme Hall, Stockport, April, 1955. Library Association, 3s, 
1955. 21°§ cm. 36 pages. Paper covers. 
This booklet contains four thoughtful papers on topics which merit, and are receiving, 
much consideration by librarians and users of libraries. ‘Enquiry techniques’ are 
considered by. P. Casimir, “The presentation of information’ by B. C. Vickery, 
‘Foreign material—selection’ by A. J. Walford, and “The co-operative provision of 
foreign material’ by E. Alan Baker. Discussions on all the papers are included and, as 
a whole, the Conference provided evidence that there is much to be done by dynamic 
service in all types of libraries and within the existing resources of British libraries, 
without waiting for nation-wide co-operative schemes (much as these are to be 
desired) to be improved or extended. (020-63) 


A CLASSIFICATION FOR MEDICAL AND _ VETERINARY 
LIBRARIES. Cyril C. Barnard. 2nd edition. H. K. Lewis, 84s. 1955. 25 cm. 
288 pages. Tables. Indexes. 

Many libraries are waiting for this revised edition before adopting Barnard’s 

Classification, which is already used in thirty-three libraries in the five continents, 

Its outstanding advantages are a simple alphabetical notation, except for arabic 

numerals for geographical subdivision, the logical arrangement of the classes, which 

proceeds from basic sciences, diseases in evolutionary order of causation, to general 
aspects of medicine, treatment, prevention, specialist fields such as tropical medicine, 
obstetrics and gynaecology, surgery, dentistry, veterinary science, agriculture and 
geography, anthropology and sociology. Improvements in this edition to which 
attention should be drawn are the provision of an alternative notation for general 
medical libraries—the original scheme was evolved for libraries specialising in public 
health and parasitological diseases—and ten additional auxiliary schedules. The 


excellent indexes are invaluable for general reference purposes. (025-46) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


LIVING AND KNOWING. E. W. F. Tomlin. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
286 pages. Index. 
Mr. Tomlin is concerned to defend the claims of the biological sciences to be some- 
thing more than poor relations of mathematical physics. Much of his argument turns 
on his appraisal of the proper methods and assumptions of biology. Mechanism and 
vitalism, materialism and idealism: Mr. Tomlin’s wide philosophical culture has made 
him familiar with the pendulum-swing between these opposites, between ‘philosophy- 
by-reduction’ and ‘philosophy-by-compensation’. But even those who may question 
his opinions on scientific method should not neglect a book which is packed tight 
with highly illuminating and original judgments on such various topics as morality 
and value, the character of art and its relation to religion, the problem of the self, 
knowledge as conceived by the mystics, the vogue of “Existentialism’, and the nature 
and possibility of metaphysics. The academic philosopher must acclaim both the 
courage and the seminal quality Mr. Tomlin’s thinking displays. (110) 


MALADJUSTED CHILDREN. Charles L. C. Burns. Hollis & Carter, 6s. 
1955. 185 cm. 92 pages. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

Written by the Senior Psychiatrist of the Birmingham Child Guidance Service, this 

is an account, very simple but thoroughly sound within its limits, of the problems 
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treated and the standpoints adopted in child guidance. It is meant especially for those 
who are dealing with deprived, delinquent and maladjusted children, in schools and 
institutions of all kinds. Written from the Catholic point of view, the book will be 
useful to recommend to parents and teachers who are doubtful about modern 
ychological methods in relation to the traditional handling of children thought to 
sanctioned by religious teaching. (136-762) 


STUDIES IN FEELING AND DESIRE. J. C. HFlugel. Duckworth, 16s. 
1955. 22°§ cm. 216 pages. 7 tables. Indexes. 
Dr. Flugel was both a psycho-analyst and a general psychologist, and this collection 
of reprinted papers, for which he wrote an introduction before his death last year, 
shows the fruitfulness of his union of the two points of view in discussing fundamental 
problems of motivation and feeling, especially the problems of pleasurable emotion 
and the motives sustaining the complex interests of civilised life. The main topics are 
brought together in a valuable essay on “The Death Instinct, Homeostasis and Allied 
Concepts’. Although dealing with basic theory, the papers are written without 
unnecessary technicalities and maintain a direct bearing on human behaviour. _ (150) 


ON HUMAN THINKING. K. W. Monsarrat. Methuen, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 
156 pages. Index. 
Although non-professional philosophers are often regarded with suspicion by the 
academic practitioner, there is room for specialist studies of problems relating to 
philosophy by men qualified in other disciplines. The present work comes within this 
category, for it is written by a doctor whose interests both scientific and social are 
particularly wide. The first part is devoted to a scientific study of thought-processes, 
while the concluding chapters deal with sociological questions. The author believes 
that unless we are clear about the scope and limitations of human judgment we shall 
continue to involve ourselves in social and international confusion. The object of the 
book is severely practical, for ‘the cost of our disagreements does not diminish’. (153) 


A HISTORY OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY. Vol. V. Southern Schools 
of Saivism. Surendranath Dasgupta. Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 
218 pages. Index. 

The final volume in a series already regarded as a monument of scholarship. The 

author’s death in 1952 prevented his adding three more sections concerned 

respectively with the northern school, the philosophy of grammar and the philosophy 
of some of the selected Tantras. These sections are being compiled by his widow, 
who has edited and introduced the present volume. Professor Dasgupta was not 
merely a thinker of international reputation; he was a man of deeply religious 
character, a sage in the great Hindu tradition. The God Siva is associated in the 
western mind with complicated and sometimes coarse ritual; this book is concerned 
with the extremely subtle and lofty theology which underlies it. Compiled in large 
part from manuscripts discovered by the author, it is essentially a work for the learned. 
The book is very finely produced. (181-4) 


THE PHILOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT IN THE THIRTEENTH 
CENTURY. Lectures given under the auspices of the Department of Scholastic 
Philosophy, The Queen’s University, Belfast. Fernand Van Steenberghen. 
Translated from the French by J. J. Gaine. Nelson, 15s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 126 pages. 
Bibliography. 

These lectures form a major contribution to modern scholarship. The increasing 

interest in medieval philosophy manifest throughout Europe during the present 
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century has tended to obscure the fact that scholars are still at variance as to the exaa 
nature and origin of scholastic thought. Klibansky, Gilson, De Wulf and many other 
thinkers have put forward different theses, and the debate continues. The merit of 
this book by a scholar of the University of Louvain is that it expounds with remark- 
able brevity and fairness the conflicting theories, and proceeds thereafter to trace 
the origins of scholastic thought in historical sequence. Particularly important is the 


chapter on the ‘organisation of studies’, beginning with antiquity and culminating in | 


the 13th century. (189) 


THE WORKS OF GEORGE BERKELEY, BISHOP OF CLOYNE., 
Vol. VII. Edited by A. A. Luce and T. E. Jessop. Nelson, 30s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
398 pages. (Bibliotheca Britannica Philosophica) 

The latest, largest, and presumably penultimate volume in the great series edited by 

Professors Jessop and Luce contains a variety of material: sermons, correspondence, 

essays, diaries and verses. It is not on that account less important than some of the 

previous volumes. Among other interesting matter is the famous Proposal for 

‘converting the savage Americans to Christianity’ which was the passion of Berkeley's 

middle life, together with his later Petition to the King. The diaries are particularly 

interesting as providing evidence of Berkeley’s curiosity in a variety of subjects, not 
least in that of health and disease, while the sermons contain some of his finest: prose, 

Professor Luce, perhaps the greatest of Berkeley scholars, writes an introduction to 

each section. (192) 


RELIGION 


THE PATTERN OF CHRISTIAN BELIEF. An Essay in Biblical 
Interpretation. J. W. D. Smith. Nelson, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 164 pages. 
The writer, a lecturer in religious education at Jordanhill Training Centre, Glasgow, 
believes that, while the Bible as literature or as a source book of history and-religion 
presents little difficulty, the real problem arises when we inquire whether it can still be 
confidently studied as the Word of God. Taking into account the results of modem 
critical investigations, he endeavours to show that, although uniformity of ethical or 
religious teaching is not found in Bible, there is a unity of theme which is fully 
disclosed in Christ. A lucid exposition which should be specially useful to teachers of 
Scripture. (220) 


THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF JUSTICE AND LAW. Heinz 
Horst Schrey, Hans Hermann Walz, W. A. Whitehouse. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. 
1955. 18-5 cm. 208 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Ecumenical Biblical 
Studies, No. 3) 

The present volume continues the series of studies published under the auspices of the 

World Council of Churches bearing on the social and political message of the Church 

in the light of the Bible. The German original by Dr. Walz and Professor Schrey has 

here been adapted by Mr. Whitehouse to the Anglo-Saxon stage of discussion. 

An account of recent approaches to the problem of law and justice is followed bya 

valuable if somewhat involved consideration of biblical teaching about the righteous 

ness of God, the will of God and the Law, the Law of God and the Law of Nations. 
(220°) 


THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST. A Study in His Self-Portraiture. Hugh 
Martin. S.C.M. Press, 7s. 1955. 18°5 cm. 118 pages. Indexes. Paper covers. 

The author, in this well-balanced and lucid treatment of a crucial theme, submits 

that one of the most telling arguments for the truth of Christianity is to be found ia 
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the beliefs of Jesus about Himself. What are perhaps unhappily described as the 
‘claims’ of Jesus are examined with care, and special reference is directed to the titles 
He used and accepted as well as to His teaching and actions. There are some pertinent 
observations about Bultmann’s recent writings, and it is persuasively argued that if the 
Gospels are historically unreliable, Christianity is emptied of its characteristic meaning. 


(232) 


CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE LAST THINGS. Heinrich Quistorp. 
Translated from the German by Harold Knight. Lutterworth Press, 20s. 1955. 
21-5 cm. 200 pages. Index. 

Eschatology relates to the study of the ultimate condition of man and the world, and 

includes the consideration of such questions as divine judgment, the state of the soul 

after death, resurrection and the expectation of the second coming of Christ. Here is 

a clear and competent account, well-documented and systematically arranged, of the 

eschatological teaching of Calvin. The author shows that Calvin’s doctrine about the 

end to which all things are moving is rooted in the conception of union with Christ 
and in the new humanity which is already incarnate in the life of the Church and its 
worship. He recognises, however, that the danger which became acute in later 

Protestantism of spiritualising the Christian hope and confining it to the salvation of 

the individual was present in Calvin, although it was mitigated in his case by the 

influence of the biblical idea of the general resurrection. (236) 


THE ANCRENE RIWLE. (The Corpus MS: Ancrene Wisse). Translated 
into modern English by M. B. Salu. Introduction by Dom Gerard Sitwell. Preface 
by J. R. R. Tolkien. MANUAL FOR INTERIOR SOULS. John Nicholas 
Grou. Newly edited and introduced by Donal O'Sullivan. Burns & Oates, 15s. cach. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 214 : 300 pages. (Orchard Books) 

The Orchard Books comprise spiritual and mystical writings which have exercised 

a deep and sometimes a wide influence in the Christian Church. The Ancrene Riwle— 

or ‘Guide to Anchoresses’ who, strictly enclosed, devoted themselves to the religious 

life—dates from the thirteenth century. Unfortunately neither the author nor 
the recipients of the treatise can be identified. It occupies an important place in the 
history of English prose, and its significance as a classic of medieval spirituality is well 
brought out by Dom Gerard Sitwell in a brief introduction. We find little in these 
pages about contemplation but much about mortification and penance, the way of 
virtue and the conquest of sin. Miss Salu of the University of Reading has produced an 
admirable translation of the Corpus MS. John Nicholas Grou lived in the cigtheenth 
century and was a member of the Society of Jesus. In this newly edited edition of 
the Manual (in which a few changes have been made) Donal O'Sullivan, also of the 

Society of Jesus, observes in the introduction that the author at his best transcends all 

schools and belongs before all else to the School of Jesus Christ. The Christian life 

is expounded in sixty-three chapters which reveal a profound acquaintance with the 
ways of the interior life and the kind of simplicity that springs from deep spirituality. 


(240) 
TREATISE ON PREACHING. Humbert of Romans. Translated from 


the Latin by the Dominican Students of the Province of St. Joseph. Edited by 
Walter M. Conlon. Blackfriars Publications, 12s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 174 pages. 


This volume was written by the fifth Master General of the Order of Friars Preachers 
and comes to us from the thirteenth century. It deals with the necessity of preaching, 
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the qualities of good preaching, the effects of preaching and the character of the 
preacher himself. In an interesting section on the language of the preacher he urges 
that the preacher should know the intricacies and resources of language, that his style 
should be clear and be adapted to his hearers. A refreshing treatise and in places 
surprisingly modern. (251) 


FAITH AND WORK. F. Arthur Cockin. Mowbray, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
144 pages. (Sermons of To-day) 

The Bishop of Bristol includes in this volume two series of sermons, the first dealing 
with Christian doctrines and addressed more to what he calls the ‘fringe’ of the 
Church rather than the ‘core’, and the second attempting to relate doctrine to 
the working life of the laity. It is contended that if those who stand aloof from the 
Church are to be reached by its message, the laity must be trained for evangelism. 
These sermons, which are concise, clear and forceful, should help to meet the need 
for an exposition of the relevance of Christianity to the contemporary situation. 


(252-03) 


WINGS OF AN EAGLE. An Anthology of Caroline Preachers with 
60 Extracts from their Sermons. Edited by G. Lacey May. S.P.C.K., 10s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 206 pages. Bibliography. 

The Caroline divines of the seventeenth century sought to recover the simplicity 

of the Catholic Faith and to interpret the peculiar genius of the Church of England 

over against Rome on the one hand and the Lutherans and Calvinists on the other. 

Among them were great preachers possessing marked gifts of eloquence and 

imagination—Lancelot Andrewes, John Donne, Jeremy Taylor, John Cosin, Isaac 

Barrow. In this volume, we have an excellent selection of passages from the sermons 

of these and other divines. The editor contributes an introductory essay which is 

marred by a failure to do justice to Puritan preachers. (252-008) 


THE CAMBRIDGE SEVEN. A Call to Christian Service. J. C. Pollock. 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 6s. cloth; 3s.6d. boards. 1955. 18-5 cm. 112 pages. 
Biographical notes. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

Seven young men of considerable social standing and athletic prowess, including 

C. T. Studd, the famous cricketer, left England in 1885 to serve as missionaries in 

inland China. They are known as ‘the Cambridge Seven’ and they have exercised an 

incalculable influence upon the Christian Church, particularly in the renewal of its 
missionary enterprise. This small book gives a succinct account of the careers of the 

‘seven’, and by reference to contemporary records traces the steps by which each 

made the act of renunciation which startled the religious world out of its spiritual 

lethargy. (266) 


GUIDE TO THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES OF THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION. Issued by the Advisory Council on Religious 
Communities, under the Chairmanship of the Bishop of Exeter. Mowbray, 5s. 
boards. 1955. 18-5 cm. 152 pages. Indexes. 

A second edition, brought up to date, of a work first published in 1951 testifies to its 

usefulness as a guide to Anglican religious communities in Britain and other countries. 

Carefully compiled, it provides information on men’s communities in England, India, 

the U.S.A. and Canada, and on women’s communities in Great Britain, Eire, South 

and East Africa, Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand and the U.S.A. (271) 
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MISSION ON THE NILE. James Dempsey. Burns & Oates, 21s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 260 pages. 24 photographs. 5 maps. 
Father Dempsey, a Catholic missionary, here describes his varied experiences in 
Kodak, situated on the Nile about 450 miles south of Khartoum. His main purpose 
is to give an account of his missionary labours, which included secular education and 
many other activities. At the same time, he provides us with a graphic and detailed 
picture of the Shilluk tribe—its history, social structure, birth, marriage and burial 
customs, and its religion. The narrative is lit up with humour and even those who are 
not specially concerned with the conversion of Africa will find in these pages a 
singularly moving and entertaining story. (276-24) 


ST. PAUL’S IN ITS GLORY. A Candid History of the Cathedral, 
1831-1911. G. L. Prestige. S.P.C.K., 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 282 pages. 11 illustrations 
(1 in colour). Index. 

The first part of the present history by the late Canon Prestige depicts St. Paul’s in its 

unreformed state, and enables us to glimpse the inner working of what was in fact 

a medieval system. With the passing of the Cathedrals Act of 1840, important changes 

were introduced, and the second phase of the story deals with the new administrative 

pattern that was gradually being formed. During the third phase we witness the 
expansion of the life and work of the Cathedral made possible by the solution of 
complex problems. Although, as the author recognises, the book is largely concerned 
with matters of administration, the great figures of the period—Sydney Smith, 
Milman, Church, Gregory, Liddon, Scott Holland—come alive and the attention 
of the reader is maintained throughout. The illustrations are excellent. (283-421) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


THE TRAIL OF THE DINOSAUR and Other Essays. Arthur Koestler. 
Collins, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 254 pages. 
Political affairs have long exercised a peculiar fascination for Mr. Koestler, who writes 
of them with the intuitive sympathy which a novelist brings to human relationships. 
Most of these essays discuss the historical significance of world politics over the past 
decade, and of the West’s failure, as he contends, to respond alertly enough to the 
challenge. A section entitled ‘Diversions’ deals in more urbane fashion with subjects 
such as aesthetic snobbery and science fiction. A disturbingly accurate prophet to date, 
Mr. Koestler in this book bids farewell to political writing. (300) 


Sociology 


THE NUMBERS OF MAN AND ANIMALS. Edited by J. B. Cragg 
and N. W. Pirie. Oliver & Boyd for the Institute of Biology, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 
160 pages. 1 plate. 10 diagrams in text. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This volume consists of an almost verbatim report of a symposium organised by the 

Institute of Biology and held in London in September 1954. The general discussions 

which followed each paper are given in full, with only a small amount of emendation. 

All aspects of work upon population problems are represented—the economist and 

actuary on human numbers, the mathematician on vital statistics generally, the 

oo animal populations and the physiologist on nutrition. No time could 

have more apt for canvassing such a subject when the increasing pressure of 

world population on resources poses an even greater moral dilemma. (301-32) 
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Social Surveys 


JINJA TRANSFORMED. Cyril and Rhona Sofer. East Africa Institute of Social 
Research (Kampala, Uganda): Kegan Paul (London), 16s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 132 pages, 
74 tables. 8 photographs. Map. (East African Studies, No. 4) 

The transformation of Jinja is of course the result of the Owen Falls Dam and the vast 

hydro-electrical undertaking which has not only turned an insignificant village into 

an expanding, modern, vigorous city, the second largest in Uganda, but may well 
transform the whole of East African economy. It seems incredible that Churchill, 
visiting the lake as a young man in 1908, should have marked it down at once as the 
site of a dam and a place with an industrial future. This social survey (which was 
completed in 1952 but whose publication has been delayed through a series of mishaps) 
comes at a very apt time, and will be of great value to the planners and controllers 
in whose hands the future of Jinja may lie. (309-16761) 


Political Science 


THE STATECRAFT OF MACHIAVELLI. H. Butterfield. Reprint. 
Bell, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 168 pages. Bibliography. 
First published in 1940, this short essay on the political thought of Machiavelli was 
then accepted as a thoughtful and stimulating commentary on the writings of a 
thinker whose contribution to the literature of politics is not easy to assess. It has now 
been re-issued in a more attractive format. Readers who may have missed it on its 
first appearance during the war may be recommended to it for its treatment of 
Machiavelli’s approach to statecraft, his use of the historical method, his relation to the 
cult of antiquity characteristic of his era, and for an analysis of what has come to be 
known as “Machiavellianism’. (320-1) 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE STATE IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY. 
T. M. Parker. Black, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 186 pages. Index. (Bampton Lectures) 
This learned, compact, and vigorous book, mainly concerned with the effects of 
political and social circumstance and ordinary human nature on Church and State 
relations from biblical times to the sixteenth century, is a refreshing change from the 
usual theoretical approach. It is sure to stimulate controversy and criticism, not only 
from specialists and denominational partisans. The author refrains from pressing his 
own views, justifiably hoping that his objective study may help Christians to 
reconsider their own positions in this great debate. Readers unacquainted with 
theology and history will not find it easy going, despite the attractive style. (322-1) 


THE BRITISH GENERAL ELECTION OF toss. D. E. Butler. 
Macmillan, 24s. 1955. 22 cm. 244 pages. 39 illustrations. Diagram. 2 maps. Tables. 
Index. 

Three earlier volumes in this series, which is sponsored by Nuffield College, Oxford, 

covered the parliamentary elections of 1945, 1950 and 1951. Mr. Butler, who is a 

Fellow of the College, assisted with the first two and himself compiled the volume on 

The British General Election of 1951. He follows the established pattern in the present 

volume, giving notes on the candidates and the issues involved, describing the course 

of the campaign in the country as a whole and in the constituencies, and analysing 
the results. The book is a valuable and interesting study both of contemporary 
history and of electoral behaviour. (324°42) 
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Economics 
INCOME REVISITED. Being a sequel to Income: An Introduction to Economics. 
A. C. Pigou. Macmillan, 6s. 1955. 19°5 cm. 6 pages. 

The author, who is Emeritus Professor of Political Economy in the University of 
Cambridge, is famous for many contributions to economic literature, including 
Employment and Equilibrium, The Economics of Welfare and The Theory of Unemployment. 
In this more elementary book he discusses, in an easy and pleasant style, such matters 
as why consumers buy what they do, how capital is built up, and the problem of 
‘fair shares for all’. The work to which this is a sequel has proved extremely popular, 
and has been translated into several languages. Equal success may be predicted in this 


case. (330) 


DAVID HUME: WRITINGS ON ECONOMICS. Edited and 
introduced by Eugene Rotwein. Nelson, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 336 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Index. 

The Associate Professor of Economics in the University of Wisconsin has provided 

a most interesting survey of the period in which Hume lived. Hume’s importance as a 

writer on economic questions consists in the fact that he marks the transition between 

the mercantilist theorists and the classical economists. Professor Rotwein shows how 

Hume’s approach to economic problems was conditioned both by the theories 

expounded in the Treatise of Human Nature and by his preoccupation with historical 

methodology. Besides essays on Commerce, Money and Interest, there are learned 
studies ‘On Refinement in the Arts’ and ‘On the Populousness of Ancient Nations’, 
and selections from Hume’s correspondence with men of distinction both at 

home and abroad. (330-1) 


AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES. 
Vol. V. The Far Eastern Territories: the Federation of Malaya, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Brunei, North Borneo and Sarawak. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 
278.6d. 1955. 33°5 cm. 160 pages. 3 maps. Tables. Paper covers. (Colonial No. 281-5) 

The last survey of this nature undertaken by the Colonial Office related to the year 

1937. Since then there have been many changes and a widely extended interest in 

colonial affairs, and it was decided to publish a new and enlarged edition in a series of 

seven volumes, of which this is the last to appear. In accordance with the general 
plan, detailed information is given on the geographic and economic background of 
each territory and of its productive activities, finance and trade, and of any govern- 
mental or other development proceeding or planned. The volume is well provided 
with statistical tables. (330-942) 


INTERNATIONAL BANKING AND FOREIGN TRADE. Being 
the Lectures delivered at the Eighth International Banking Summer School, Christ 
Church, Oxford, September, 1955. Europa Publications for the Institute of Bankers, 
208. 1955. 22 cm. 226 pages. 

These twelve lectures were delivered by experts in special branches of international 

trade and payments, and many besides bankers will find it worth while to read them. 

They cover a wide range, including a survey of the background of world resources, 

by Professor Dudley Stamp; Paul Bareau on exchange and payments controls; 

studies by three European bankers of the post-war monetary policies of the Benelux 
countries, Western Germany, France, Italy and Switzerland and their effect on 
foreign trade; shipping and air services in international trade, by Sir Donald Anderson; 

and the unification of commercial law, by Lord Chorley. (332-15) 
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THE GREAT CRASH, 1929. John Kenneth Galbraith. Hamish Hamilton, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 186 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 
The author, Professor of Economics in Harvard University, is already well known 
for his American Capitalism. He turns now to a study of one of the most catastrophic 
periods of modern American history, and describes, humorously but in accurate 
detail, the great speculative boom which culminated in the devastating stock market 
crash of 1929. After analysing the causes and consequences, he discusses how far such 
experiences could happen again. The book is of engrossing interest for its insight into 
the workings of Wall Street and for its recollections of some of the giants of American 
finance. (332-64) 


THE NATIONAL INCOME OF HONG KONG, 1947-1950. 


Ronald A. Ma and Edward F. Szczepanik. Hong Kong University Press (Hong 

Kong): Oxford University Press (London), 12s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 80 pages. 4 graphs. 

51 tables. Paper covers. 
This is of particular interest as one of the first detailed economic studies of a local 
economy to come from a Crown Colony University. The authors are London 
trained and have followed the models of Benham, Colin Clark, and Richard Stone, 
The data collected have in fact been used in United Nations surveys, but this is the 
first publication of such statistics as the rate of growth of social income and the pattern 
of its distribution, estimates of per capita income, taxation, and the effect of the 
influx of refugees. This, to quote from Professor Kirby’s introduction, is ‘the case- 
history of an entrepét economy which happens to have grown up in a setting 
essentially Oriental’. (339°35125) 


Law 


THE CHANGING CHARTER. A Study in the Reform of the United 
Nations. Andrew Martin and John B. S. Edwards. Sylvan Press in association with 
the David Davies Memorial Institute of International Studies, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
128 pages. 

In this realistic and well thought out book the authors show that no amount of 

revision of the United Nations Charter will result in a lessening of the present world 

tension unless the Great Powers can first agree among themselves. In fact during the 

last ten years the Charter has changed far more than most people realise. Article 43, 

which provided for the provision of armed forces, has become meaningless through 

the failure of the member nations to enter into the necessary security agreements. 

Other articles have either increased or declined in importance according to the 

emphasis which has been placed upon them. The questions of universal or selective 

membership and of the sovereign equality of all the members are closely examined 
in separate chapters. The appendix contains the full text of the Charter as it stands 

today. (341-132) 


THE CONFLICT OF LAWS. R. H. Graveson. 3rd edition. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 40s. 1955. 22 cm. 540 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The author notes that ‘the vitality of the conflict of laws has been one of the notable 
features of the first post-war decade. Its importance has been manifested as much in 
courts, conferences and committees as in literature and lecture rooms’. Since the 
second edition in 1952, there have been some seventy judicial decisions requiring 
notice and significant official publications in England and abroad. In addition notes 
have been added on the recognition of foreign acts of adoption, torts committed in 


92 





ik ee Ge ee. 


~ 2 mm bee = O22 


eo es @) meee ..2 





and from the air, quasi-contract and public policy. As before, part one deals with 
primary concepts of a general nature, part two is on the validity of legal acts, such 
as contracts, sales, etc., and part three is on the jurisdiction of courts. The author 
is Professor of Law in the University of London. (341-59) 


THE UNITED KINGDOM: The Development of its Laws and Constitutions. 
2 vols, [Part I.] England and Wales, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man. Under the 
general editorship of George W. Keeton and Dennis Lloyd, with specialist 
contributors. [Part 2.] Scotland, by T. B. Smith, the Channel Islands, by L. A. 
Sheridan. Stevens & Sons, 63s. each vol. 1955. 25-5 cm. $38 : 628 pages. Tables. 
Index. Bibliography in Part 2. (The British Commonwealth: The Development of its 
Laws and Constitutions, Vol. 1) 

The first book, written by Professors F. H. Newark, G. W. Keeton and Messrs. D. 

Lloyd and L. A. Sheridan, contains chapters on precedent, legislation and codification, 

followed by chapters on the constitution, administrative law and criminal law. 

Part two is on private law and covers the main branches of English law and procedure. 

The third part, on “The Welfare State’, deals with industrial law, the nationalised 

industries and the social services. The chapters on Northern Ireland, its legal system, 

constitutional law and the law of property, are by Mr. Sheridan, while Mr. D. C. 

Holland contributes a chapter on the Isle of Man. Professor T. B. Smith gives a full 

general treatment of Scots law in the second book and, after the historical background 

and sources, deals with public law; family law; property; and obligations, con- 
tract and delict. Mr. Sheridan contributes a chapter on the law of the Channel Islands. 

The two books together give an up-to-date and authoritative account of the laws and 

constitutions of the United Kingdom with special emphasis on features of unusual 

interest. They will quickly become recognised as outstanding contributions for 

readers both in the United Kingdom and overseas. (347) 


MISCELLAN Y-AT-LAW. A Diversion for Lawyers and Others. R. E. Megarry. 
Stevens & Sons, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 432 pages. Tables. Glossary. Index. 
This book is primarily ‘a collection of wise and witty sayings of the judges’. It also 
reveals many curiosities of the law and of the lawyers, and it includes interesting and 
amusing extracts from reports of legal cases and other sources, all skilfully brought 
together in a connected text. The first group of chapters on ‘homo sapiens’ are on 
personalities—the judges, counsel, the ordinary man. The second part on ‘pith and 
substance’ contains chapters on the substance of the law and the last part ‘cursus 
curiae’ is on the judicial process and legal procedure. The author, who is a barrister 
and well-known legal writer and editor, has produced a most entertaining volume 
on the lighter side of English law. (347-0883) 


LAW AND THE ENGINEER. The Law of Contract and Negligence 
as Affecting Engineers. C. F. Mayson. Foreword by the Rt. Hon. Sir Alfred 
Denning. Chapman & Hall, 63s. 1955. 23 cm. 490 pages. Tables. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The engineer need not become a specialist in law, but he should be aware of the main 

a that affect his work—especially if he is a manufacturer or consultant—and 
ow when to call in the lawyer. This book outlines the broad picture of civil law 

as it affects the engineer. Primarily the law is English law; Scottish law is generally 

mentioned only in passing and criminal law is not dealt with. There is a glossary of 
some legal terms and a table of statutes, showing which apply equally in England and 
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Scotland. The author has both legal and technical qualifications, and his book should 
prove of considerable help to those desiring a general knowledge of the subject. 
(347°4) 


THE LAW OF TORTS. Harry Street. Butterworth, 45s. 1955. 26 cm. 
640 pages. Tables. Index. 
This new and important text-book on the English law of tort, by the Professor of Law 
in the University of Nottingham, has special features such as the treatment of specific 
torts from the beginning, emphasis on how the law actually works and stress on the 
interests of the plaintiff rather than on the conduct of the defendant. Further, special 
attention is given to those aspects of the law of tort which occur most frequently in 
the courts today. The work is in eight parts. After an introduction, parts 2-7 deal 
with groups of specific torts and part 8 is on remedies and parties. This should make a 
distinctive contribution to the literature on a rapidly developing branch of English 
law. (347°5) 


COMPANY MEETINGS. W. F. Talbot. 2nd impression, revised. Stevens & 
Sons, 178.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 190 pages. Tables. Index. (Business Law and Administ- 
ration, No. 3) 

First published in 1951, this is a useful book for both company secretaries and students. 

In addition to the legal provisions of the Companies Act, the procedure involved in 

general practice before, during and after the meeting are fully discussed. Part One 

deals with the constitution and conduct of company meetings and Part Two with the 
various kinds of company meetings which can be held by a company and its directors. 

Appendices include specimen notices and circulars and specimen resolutions and 

minutes. (347°7) 


THE AUSTRALIAN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF FORMS AND 
PRECEDENTS OTHER THAN COURT FORMS. Vol. 1. Editor- 
in-Chief: L. A. Harris. Butterworth (Sydney, Australia, and London), 97s.6d. 1955. 
$80 pages. Tables. Index. 

So popular was the Australian supplement to the second edition of the English 

Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents that the first volume of a purely Australian 

publication based on the third edition of the encyclopaedia has now been produced. 

It is designed for use in all states of the Commonwealth, each title being prefaced 

by a note setting out the law in force in each of the states and the various decisions 

of courts in England and Australia having a bearing on the subject. For the most part, 
forms have been provided which may be used in all states, but where divergencies 
from a common form are great enough to justify separate forms, these have been 
produced. Court forms and those required only by court and government officials are 
omitted. (347-93) 


Military Science: Air Forces 

AIR POWER. Asher Lee. Duckworth, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 200 pages. 

This is certainly an appropriate moment for the publication of a thoughtful book on 
the possibilities and probabilities of air power. The author, who served for some time 
in the R.A.F. Intelligence Service, discusses a number of questions connected with 
war in the air which arose in the last war and are likely to arise in the event of another, 
such as Strategic Bombing, Air Defence, Army Support, Naval Air Power, and 
Combining the Services. There is also an interesting chapter on long range rockets 
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and guided missiles, and their probable employment in the future. Asher Lee wisely 
maintains ati objective point of view as far as possible on these controversial and 
complicated problems, and refrains from making too many prophecies. (358-4) 


Education 

CAREERS FOR GRADUATES. A Handbook of Information. Edited 
for the University of London Appointments Board. University of London: Athlone 
Press, 58. 1955. 21°5 cm. 204 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 

This handbook was last published in 1934 as Appointments and Careers for Graduates and 

Students, and the present edition has been completely rewritten and revised. It caters 

for both men and women, and for graduates of all faculties except theology. Details 

are given of additional training required, method of entry into the profession, etc., 

together with an estimate of the demand. A bibliography and a list of useful addresses 

complete a useful guide. (371-425) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF ART TEACHING. A Handbook for Teachers 
in Primary and Secondary Schools. Ruth Mock. University of London Press, 16s. 
1955. 22 cm. 96 pages. Numerous illustrations (11 in colour). Index. 

The pitfalls of art teaching are skilfully avoided in this intelligently written handbook, 

It is the teacher’s approach, rather than a detailed description of techniques, which is 

the author’s concern, but she covers every aspect of the subject and provides a 

stimulating manual for the ordinary, non-specialist teacher. The illustrations have 

been carefully chosen to amplify points in the text or to demonstrate the impressive 
results which children’s painting and drawing can achieve when the teaching is 
based on sound principles and a not too theoretical approach. The author is Art 

Adviser to the Education Officer of Yorkshire. (375-7) 


UNITED KINGDOM POSTGRADUATE AWARDS (Fellowships, 
Scholarships, Grants, etc.), 1955-56. List of Awards tenable at Universities in the 
United Kingdom. Short list of Awards tenable Overseas. 8th edition, revised. 
Association of Universities of the British Commonwealth, gratis. 1955. 18-5 cm. 
124 pages. Paper covers. 

This annual list of awards tenable in the United Kingdom is printed in accordance 

with a resolution of the 1948 Commonwealth Universities Congress, which recom- 

mended the preparation in cach country of a list of postgraduate and research awards 
tenable at its Universities by students from overseas. The appendix contains infor- 
mation about some of the more important awards tenable overseas by United 

Kingdom graduates; this section is not, however, claimed to be exhaustive. The 

practice of reprinting the contents of this pamphlet as appendices of the Common- 

wealth Universities Yearbook has been discontinued. (378-3) 


Commerce 


THE EXPORT TRADE. A Manual of Law and Practice. Clive M. 
Schmitthoff. 3rd edition. Stevens & Sons, 32s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 460 pages. Tables. 
Index. 

This book has been most successful in giving a concise account of the law and practice 

of the English export trade. Since the second edition in 1950, there have been many 

changes as a result of legislation, legal decisions and official regulations. The first 
part of the book deals with the sale of goods abroad; part two is on representatives 
abroad; the third part is on matters incidental to exporting such as insurance; while 
part four covers government regulation of exports. The author, who is a barrister- 
at-law, is lecturer in legal studies in the City of London College. (382-6) 
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Philately 

HANDBOOK OF BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS IN CURRENT 
USE comprising historical, geographical and general information obtained from 
official and other reliable sources and compiled by R. Courtney Cade (Colonial 
Office). 2nd edition. Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations, 5s. 
1955. 21 cm. 152 pages. Numerous illustrations. Folding map in colour. Tables. 
Paper covers. 

This second edition covers much new ground, mainly owing to the Accession to the 

Throne of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second. As in the first 

edition, particulars of each country are given, leading up to descriptions and illust- 

rations of the current issues of postage stamps. Although not designed for the 

specialist, in drawing attention to peculiarities and errors, it is nevertheless a very 

useful aid to the collector of modern stamps. (383-22) 


Customs 


PLEASURES OF THE PAST. A Light-hearted Commentary on the 
Enjoyments of Past Generations. Iris Brooke. Odhams Press, 18s. 1955. 23 cm. 
176 pages. 17 plates (1 in colour) and 80 drawings in text prepared by the author. 

A collection of the more interesting pastimes practised between the 15th and early 

19th century, presented through quotation from contemporary men of letters (and 

others) and neatly linked to give a measure of continuity. They range from Pleasures 
of the Palate, through sports and other diversions, to Masque, Pageant and the still 
surviving but declining Fair. A light, interesting, often charming account of how our 
forefathers filled their leisure adequately without the mechanical aids and mass- 
produced entertainment of our own day. (394) 


CAFE ROYAL. Ninety Years of Bohemia. Guy Deghy and Keith Waterhouse. 
Hutchinson, 21s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 212 pages. 36 illustrations. Endpaper photograph in 
colour. Bibliography. Index. 

The famous monogram ‘N’, which dominated the old Café Royal’s decorations, 

signified not Napoleon but the French family of Nicole, who founded it in 186s. 

Until the late war, it was virtually London’s only counterpart to the famous cafés 

of Paris. It possesses, in consequence, an immense store of memories and legends, 

and these the authors, if they are not impeccably accurate, have sifted with care and 
intelligence. Most of London’s literary or artistic celebrities of the period contribute 
something to the tapestry, but the most interesting anecdotes often concern the lesser- 

known figures such as Aleister Crowley, T. W. H. Crosland or Horace Cole. (394) 


Folk-lore 


THE TREE OF DREAMS. Marius Barbeau. Oxford University Press (Toronto, 
Canada), $3.00. 1955. 23 cm. 112 pages. Frontispiece. 8 full-page tinted illus- 
trations by Arthur Price. Bibliography. 

All except three of these tales have appeared previously, some in Dr. Barbeau’s 

L’arbre des réves (1947). In their variety, they are good specimens of local story- 

telling. Four have an Indian-and-Christianity background; three follow traditional 

patterns of the devil and witchcraft in a French-Canadian setting; the remaining five 
are sketches of habitant ‘characters’. A note at the end of the book lists the sources. 

Printing and paper are excellent; the illustrations by Arthur Price are most pleasing. 

The author is an eminent Canadian ethnologist and folklorist. (398-2) 
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LINGUISTICS 
CHOSEN WORDS. Ivor Brown. Cape, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 304 pages. 


Ivor Brown is a well-known collector of words. Many readers have so enjoyed his 
previous word-books that, infected with his enthusiasm, they have sent him specimens 
for his collection. In this volume he has made an anthology by selecting the best 
examples from his whole collection, and, if it is possible, has shown more clearly the 
fascination of his word-collecting hobby. His short chatty discussions of words 
may deal with their meaning, derivation, sound, their rarity or seeming ordinariness, 
or the ideas, quotations and similar words they call to mind. Readers can promise 
themselves hours of enjoyment from this delightful book. (422) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 


NUMERICAL ANALYSIS. With Emphasis on the Application of Numerical 
Techniques to Problems of Infinitesimal Calculus in Single Variable. Zdenek Kopal. 
Chapman & Hall, 63s. 1955. 23 cm. $70 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

From the large and growing domain of numerical methods in mathematics, Professor 

Kopal has selected those topics related to the calculus for one independent variable. 

After an introductory chapter on polynomial interpolation, he deals with: numerical 

differentiation and integration; differential equations, including two good chapters on 

boundary value problems; integral equations. The reader will require a very sound 
grasp of algebra and elementary calculus at about undergraduate level, but granted this 
he will find clear explanations given rather more amply than usual. The author is an 
astronomer, well accustomed to handling large masses of numerical data, and his 
touch is sure; moreover, the methods given are made concrete by well-chosen worked 
examples, and a reasonable variety of exercises for the student is available. ($17.6) 


THEORY OF GAMES AS A TOOL FOR THE MORAL 
PHILOSOPHER. An Inaugural Lecture delivered in Cambridge on 
2 December 1954. R. B. Braithwaite. Cambridge University Press, 6s. 1955. 
19 cm. 76 pages. 7 diagrams. 
Professor Braithwaite attempts to explore an interesting side-alley in moral theory. 
The new discipline of the Theory of Games, elaborated by Borel, von Neumann and 
Morgenstern, has led him to reflect upon a problem which, though not overtly 
ethical, carries ethical implications. The problem is concerned with ‘fairness’ or just 
distribution compatible with the maximum satisfaction obtainable by persons acting 
in a typical ‘collaboration situation’. Braithwaite claims that there is a “best strategy’ 
for each party which is susceptible of mathematical calculation. While the demon- 
stration will appeal chiefly to professional mathematicians, the layman will find the 
problem a challenge to his ingenuity. (519.9) 


Astronomy 


VISTAS IN ASTRONOMY. Vol. 1. Co-operation and Organization, 
History and Philosophy, Dynamics, Theoretical Astrophysics, Instruments, Radio 
Astronomy, Solar Physics. Edited by Arthur Beer. Pergamon Press, 189s. 1955. 
2§°§ cm. 792 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
(‘Journal of Atmospheric and Terrestrial Physics’, Special Supplements, Vol. 3) 

The first volume of this long-awaited survey of modern astronomy, dedicated to 

Professor F. J. M. Stratton, contains over ninety articles, all by recognised authorities 
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and many by internationally famous astronomers. Many articles constitute valuable 
up-to-date surveys, e.g. E. E. Salpeter on energy production in stars, others are useful 
studies of special problems, e.g. J. H. Cort on measures of the 21-cm. line emitted 
by interstellar hydrogen, some are interesting historical records, e.g. W. S. Adams on 
early solar research at Mount Wilson, and some are by experts on the history of 
astronomy, c.g. O. Neugebauer on the Egyptian “decans’. The whole project has 
been magnificently conceived by Dr. A. Beer of the Department of Astrophysics in 
the University of Cambridge. The book is beautifully produced and illustrated. Most 
articles contain detailed bibliographical references. (520) 


Physics 
GAS KINETICS. An Introduction to the Kinetics of Homogeneous Gas 
Reactions. A. F. Trotman-Dickenson. Butterworth, 40s. 1955. 22 cm. 332 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
This book first describes, briefly but critically, the major theories appertaining to gas 
kinetics, and a selective but full account is given of many different types of reactions, 
which have been studied with adequate care in the light of these theories. The author, 
Lecturer in Physical Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh, is known for original 
work in the field he describes. The introduction is followed by a chapter on theories 
of chemical kinetics and energy transfer. The next chapter deals with unimolecular 
reactions, the following with transfer reactions and the last with radical decom- 
positions and radical additions. The treatment is selective and critical, but not over 
brief. Each chapter has a full and up-to-date list of references. These would be still 
more valuable if an authors index had been included. The book will be of value to 
last year students, research workers and to lecturers. (533) 


LOW TEMPERATURE PHYSICS. L. C. Jackson. 4th edition, revised. 
Methuen, 10s.6d. 1955. 17 cm. 158 pages. 33 diagrams. 14 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Methuen’s Monographs on Physical Subjects) 

A revision of the 1950 edition bringing the subject up to date within the permitted 

compass. New matters are: production of temperatures of order 10~°°K, other 

possible methods of obtaining very low temperatures, the magnetic thermometer, 
magnetic and thermal properties of supe rconductors, nature of superconductivity, 
paramagnetic resonance, antiferromagnetism, and aetiun alignment. The book is an 
authoritative survey of the latest position of the subject. The author is a Research 
Fellow and Lecturer in Physics in the University of Bristol. (536-56) 


IONIZED GASES. A. von Engel. Oxford University Press, 42s. 1955. 24 cm. 
292 pages. 144 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Based on the author’s lectures to undergraduates at Oxford, this book gives a 

comprehensive review of ionization phenomena, such as ionization in an electric 

field, glow and arc discharges, etc., with special emphasis on the theoretical aspect 

of the subject. The refinements of the theory are only mentioned briefly, but although 

the book is intended as an introduction to this field, it should be of use to physicists 

and engineers interested in the subject. It is very well produced. (537753) 

Chemistry 

THE CHEMICAL KINETICS OF EXCITED STATES. Keith i 
Laidler. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 188 pages. 42 diagrams. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

There has been for some time a considerable need for a book on the subject matter 

of this volume, which is concerned with the theoretical treatment of photochemical 
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and radiochemical reactions and of flame reactions, topics which are constantly 
gaining in interest and importance, particularly with the increasing availability of 

owerful sources of radiation from radioactive materials. Dr. Laidler is well known 
both for his original contributions and for his experienced authorship in the field of 
reaction kinetics and he has now produced another valuable, authoritative, clear and 
concise book. A chapter on exciting radiation is followed by one on theoretical 
methods, three on the production of excited species, one on the reactions of excited 
species, another with examples, and a final chapter on flame reactions. The book is 
suitable for degree students, lecturers and research workers. It is beautifully produced 
and can be highly recommended. (541-3) 


HYDROGEN IONS. Their Determination and Importance in Pure and 
Industrial Chemistry. Vol. 1. 4th edition, revised and enlarged. Hubert T. S. 
Britton. Chapman & Hall, 70s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 496 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Indexes. (Monographs on Applied Chemistry, Vol. 3) 

This first volume of what has become the standard work of reference on this subject 

is primarily concerned with theory and methods of pH determination. After reviewing 

the theory of electronic methods, the possible electrode systems are reviewed in detail, 
while considerable attention is paid to Colorimetric and Indicator technique. An 
important addition is the full discussion of the work carried out by the British 

Standards Institution, on which the current standardisation of the pH scale is based. 

Numerous buffer solutions are described which correlate with the B.S.I. standard, 

although the various series of buffers referred to in previous editions have been 

retained. The work is of value to students and academic and industrial workers; it is 
excellently produced, well illustrated and very fully documented with references to 

the original literature. (541-37) 


*JOURNAL OF INORGANIC AND NUCLEAR CHEMISTRY. 


Editors: Joseph J. Katz, H. C. Longuet-Higgins, H. A. C. McKay. Vol. 1, Nos. 1/2, 
March 1955. Pergamon Press. Published bi-monthly. Six numbers per vol. Sub- 
scription per vol. (a) for institutes, libraries, etc. 90s.; (B) for individual subscribers 
for personal use 70s. 25 cm. Illustrated. 
Aiming to cover the needs of fields which have expanded very rapidly during the last 
fifteen years, this journal presents a medium for the publication of original papers in 
these fields. A very pleasing feature of the journal is its international character. 
While the emphasis is on the English speaking countries, the large Editorial Board 
includes representatives of many European countries. A good standard has been set 
by the first issue, which includes several valuable papers. The journal is of pleasing 
format and well printed and illustrated. (546-05) 


SCHMIDT’S ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 7th edition, revised and edited 
by Neil Campbell. Oliver & Boyd, 35s. 1955. 25 cm. 950 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Indexes. 

The seventh edition of this well-known text-book has been very well revised by 

Dr. Campbell of Edinburgh University. Much outdated matter has been removed. 

The methods of preparation of organic compounds now included are of some 

practical importance both in the laboratory and in industry. Important developments, 

especially those of a general and fundamental nature, are included—even when quite 
recent—in short concise passages. The student can thus gain a clear and up-to-date 
impression of ‘organic chemistry’. There are numerous well selected references and 

good author and subject indexes. The book is excellently produced. (547) 
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Oceanography Climatology 
REALMS OF WATER. Some Aspects of its Cycle in Nature. P. H. Kuenen, 
Revised version, translated from the Dutch by May Hollander. Cleaver-Hume 
Press, 358. 1955. 24 cm. 328 pages. 28 photographs. 190 diagrams, charts and 
maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Professor Kuenen describes water as ‘the most extraordinary of all compounds known 
to science’, and dilates briefly on the significance of its properties for man and his 
environment. The ‘hydrologic cycle’ is thus of great importance, and he proceeds 
to explain it clearly and in some detail, tracing the transfer of water from the ocean 
through the atmosphere to the land surface, and its return to the ocean. Though the 
topics treated are those most likely to interest the general reader, the author succeeds 
in including, without being too technical, much information on oceanography, 
meteorology, glaciology, and other related sciences. His exposition is greatly assisted 
by the illustrations and the numerous clear and instructive diagrams. He has also been 
well served by his translator. (551-46) 


EQUATORIAL WEATHER. With Particular Reference to South-east 
Asia. I. E. M. Watts. University of London Press, 25s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 240 pages. 
130 diagrams and weather charts. 10 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This book deals with the prevailing equatorial wind streams at all levels, with the 

formation of fog and cloud in low latitudes, and with equatorial rainfall and local 

disturbances. Although most of its examples are taken from South-east Asia, other 
equatorial regions, in Africa, in South America and elsewhere, receive attention. 

There are useful appendices on coding, plotting, and on the symbols used in synoptic 

charts. Mr.Watts, who has had long experience as an equatorial meteorologist and asa 

teacher in the University of Malaya, has produced, from first-hand knowledge, 

a valuable book for the university student and for all those concerned with transport 

over tropical oceans or air routes. (551-591) 


Zoology 
THE AQUARIUM BOOK. E. G. Boulenger. Reprint. Duckworth, 15s. 
1955. 22°5 cm. 208 pages. 22 photographs in colour by Laurence H. Perkins. 
39 drawings in text by L. R. Brightwell. 
To this fifth impression of a book written for the general reader by a former director 
of the Zoological Society’s aquarium and first published in 1925 a series of colour 
photographs has been added. Mr. Boulenger has an easy, conversational style, and he 
describes the characteristics of many potential aquarium inhabitants, starting with 
sea-water species and ending with freshwater ones. In each section the invertebrates 
are considered first. The author relates anything memorable about the animals he 
describes, and gives a brief account of the natural conditions in which each one 
lives. (590-7) 


MY ZOO FAMILY. Helen Martini. Hamish Hamilton, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
220 pages. 51 photographs. 
Readers with any leaning towards keeping curious animals, as well as professional 
zoologists interested in behaviour, will find it difficult to resist the fascinating 
adventures described in this book. Mrs. Martini first encouraged her husband to 
change his job to that of keeper in the Bronx Zoo, New York, and then constituted 
herself foster-mother to all the Zoo babies that their mothers refused to rear. She 
started with lions and tigers and graduated to a black leopard, orangs, gorillas and a 
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host of odd marmosets, tarsiers and so on. By sheer devotion to her task Mrs. Martini 
discovered many valuable hints for rearing these animals and has presented them in 
an attractively readable style. (590-74) 


ANIMAL CAMOUFLAGE. E. M. Stephenson and Charles Stewart. 
2nd edition, revised. Black, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 206 pages. 19 photographs. 
20 drawings and diagrams. 3 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. 

First published by Penguin Books in 1946, this book has now been brought up to date 

and re-issued. No subject has exercised more fascination on the zoologist, especially 

since the hypothesis of natural selection was put forward, than camouflage in animals. 

The authors deal with the growth of theories advanced to account for the phenomenon 

and give a succinct account of the mass of recent experimental work on the mechanisms 

of colour change employed throughout the animal kingdom. The summary will be 
most useful to zoologists, and is written in a style that will attract the general reader 
interested in broad natural history problems. (s91°5) 


BIRDS OF THE OCEAN. A Handbook for Voyagers. Containing 
descriptions of all the sea-birds of the world, with notes on their habits and guides 
to their identification. W. B. Alexander. 2nd edition, revised. Putnam, 21s. 1955. 
17 cm. 296 pages. 140 illustrations. Index. 

The first edition of this valuable handbook appeared in 1928 and since then knowledge 

has gradually accumulated about the distribution and habits of the oceanic birds of 

the world. Mr. Alexander has incorporated what is new into this second edition 
without altering the handy pocket format, and it will maintain its place as the book 
for the ornithological voyager to possess. The compressed text concentrates on giving 
features for identification with a summary of the range and breeding season for all 
birds that may be encountered at sea. Mr. Alexander’s long personal acquaintance 
with oceanic birds enables him to put his finger on the diagnostic characters of each 
as seen from a boat. (598-2) 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BRITISH BIRDS, including Every Rare 
Visitor from Overseas. A Book of Reference on All Matters of Interest to the Bird 
Watcher and Bird Lover. Edited by Ludwig Koch. Waverley Book Co., 70s. 1955. 
26 cm. 608 pages. 42 plates in colour. 600 photographs, drawings and diagrams in 
text. Charts. 

Ludwig Koch needs no introduction to ornithologists and in this massive production 

he has not only had the help of three other editors, but he has included articles on 

specially important topics, e.g. behaviour, classification, song, by recognised experts 
on each subject. The range of information is concentrated on British and Palaearctic 
species, but wanders farther afield upon sea birds. It will be a source of reference for 
bird watchers to which they can turn when in doubt. In a work of this scope there 
must be inaccuracies, but these may be a challenge to keen readers who can assist in 
correcting them for the benefit of any further edition. (598-2942) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
COLE’S PRACTICAL PHYSIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY. Revised 
and re-written by Ernest Baldwin and David James Bell. 10th edition. Heffer 
(Cambridge), 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 274 pages. 23 diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The last edition appeared in 1933, so much new knowledge of mechanisms and 
techniques has now to be incorporated, but the general plan is the same and the book 
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remains a medical students’ textbook written by biochemists with long teaching 
experience. They continue to deal with human biochemistry, excluding clinical 
chemistry, and to prescribe simple methods which they have proved to be straight- 
forward and satisfactory. The text is clearly presented in headed paragraphs; this 
specially applies to the instructions for experiments. (612-015) 


EXTRA PHARMACOPOEIA (Martindale). Vol. 2. Published by direction 
of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 23rd edition in 
2 vols. Pharmaceutical Press, 57s.6d. 19 cm. 1,534 pages. Tables. References. Index. 
Vol. 2 is essential for pharmacists and medical practitioners and for an even wider 
range of specialists than is Vol. 1, among them biochemists, chemists, pathologists, 
and public health officials. Thoroughly revised, it opens with analytical addenda to 
materia medica in Vol. 1, giving details of standards and analytical methods for 
pharmaceutical substances used in the United Kingdom and overseas. Chapters, 
rewritten or new, follow on techniques, such as those relating to hydrogen ion 
concentration, polarography, titrations in non-aqueous media, chromatography, and 
the microbiological assay of vitamins. Other sections of special interest are those on 
compressed tablets, bacteriological and clinical notes, radiotherapy including radio- 
active isotopes, vitamins and new important sections on haematology and clinical 
bio-chemistry. Finally, in a chapter on proprietary medicines, formulae of non-ethical 
proprictaries are given. (615) 


TEXTBOOK OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, with chief reference 
to psychological medicine. Eamon N. M. O'Sullivan. H. K. Lewis, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 
330 pages. Diagrams. Charts. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. O’Sullivan’s thorough textbook is the most detailed British work on the subject. 

While it is written with special reference to psychological aspects and treatment in 

mental hospitals, much of it equally applies to patients with physical disabilities. 

The author writes very fully on the development and organisation of an occupational 

therapy department, including its staffing and commercial side. Then he gives a brief 

account of mental disorders. The last 100 pages he devotes to an exhaustive analysis 
of crafts, among them willowcraft, canecraft, woodcraft and weaving, their qualities, 
economic considerations, techniques, the psychological and physical factors involved, 

their advantages and disadvantages. (615-851) 


MIND AND BODY. Psychosomatic Pathology: A Short History of the 
Evolution of Medical Thought. Pedro L. Entralgo. Translated from the Spanish 
by Aurelio M. Espinosa. Foreword by E. B. Strauss. Harvill Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 
22 cm. 150 pages. 

The Professor of the History of Medicine in Madrid University here traces the ancient 

threads, Semitic and Greek, that contributed to the distinctively Christian view of sin 

and disease, a view that he sees as a necessary presupposition for a satisfactory con- 
ception of psychosomatic pathology (as distinct from psychosomatic therapy). 

Although the account of the early Christian outlook on illness and the brief sketches 

of earlier views are interesting, the appeal of the book will be mainly to those who 

wish to see how a Catholic writer assimilates to Christian thought the undeniably 

valuable aspects of Freud’s innovations and their derivatives. (616-08) 

PSYCHOSOMATICS. Max Hamilton. Chapman & Hall, 21s. 1955. 195 cm. 
238 pages. Charts. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. (Frontiers of Science) 

In this concise survey for medical practitioners, the author, Senior Lecturer in 

the Department of Psychiatry, Leeds University, describes with references to the 
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literature, important investigations in psychosomatic medicine, and the conclusions 
drawn from them by the investigators, adding his own critical assessment of the 
experiments and findings. After an introduction dealing with theoretical aspects and 
definitions, Dr. Hamilton summarises work on the physiology of the emotions, 
and on the mechanism and the factors involved in psychosomatic disorders in the 
respiratory, gastro-intestinal, cardiovascular and endocrine systems, in disorders of 
the skin and in rheumatism. In a final chapter he considers general problems. (616-08) 


PERIPHERAL VASCULAR DISEASE. A. J. Barnett, J. R. E. Fraser. 
Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press(London), 
$7s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 39 illustrations (3 in colour). Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

Peripheral vascular disease is very common, particularly in older persons; and, as a 

result, many remedies have been put forward. One of the stated views of this book 

is to sort the worthless from the valuable by providing a knowledge both of the 
action of these remedies and the natural history of the disease. It also attempts to assess 
the work being done to elucidate its aetiology and pathogenesis. The book is based 
upon clinical and experimental observations and is, in substance, the essay which was 
awarded the Stawell Memorial Prize of the British Medical Association (Victorian 
branch) in 1952. (616-1) 


THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF HAEMOPHILIA AND 
ITS RELATED CONDITIONS. R. G. Macfarlane and Rosemary 
Biggs. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1955. 24-5 cm. 32 pages. 2 diagrams. 3 tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Medical Research Council Memorandum No. 32) 

A highly technical report, this deals briefly with clinical diagnosis, and fully with 

laboratory diagnosis, describing in detail methods for the preparation of special 

reagents, preliminary tests, tests on samples with a prolonged one-stage prothrombin 
time and on those with a normal prothrombin time. Recommendations as to treat- 

ment are given, and as to surgery, including injections. (616-15) 


CIBA FOUNDATION SYMPOSIUM ON EXPERIMENTAL 
TUBERCULOSIS, Bacillus and Host. With an Addendum on Leprosy. 
Editors for the Ciba Foundation: G. E. W. Wolstenholme and Margaret P. 
Cameron, assisted by Cecilia O'Connor. Churchill, 42s. 1955. 21 cm. 408 pages. 
49 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Forty-three research workers from the United Kingdom, Europe and America 

attended the conference, under the chairmanship of Professor Arnold Rich, of which 

this is the verbatim report, on the tubercle bacillus and the reactions of the host 
tissues. They represented every standpoint, bacteriological, chemical, histological, 
immunological, pathological and pharmacological, and common aspects of leprosy. 

Subjects of special interest and importance upon which the discussions concentrated 

were the chemical constituents of the tubercle bacillus, the effects of chemical sub- 

stances from body tissues on the bacillus in vitro, and the mechanism of native and 
acquired resistance. The volume, well documented, provides a conspectus and critique 

of research to October, 1954. (616-2) 


SUBPHRENIC ABSCESS. H. R. S. Harley. Blackwell (Oxford), 35s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 288 pages. 9 illustrations. 51 tables Bibliography. 

In this invaluable monograph, well illustrated and documented, Mr. Harley integrates 

his own experience of treating 188 cases in teaching hospitals and special chest 
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hospitals in the London region with the world literature of the subject. He defines the 
anatomy of the subphrenic region and the sites of abscess formation, considers 
actiology and how the infection spreads to the region and thence to the chest. 
Radiological changes are fully dealt with, so are complications, their treatment and 
relation to mortality. Mr. Harley discusses clinical types of subphrenic abscess, 
preoperative investigations, pre- and post-operative management and treatment, 
emphasising the value of chemotherapy and particularly the importance of extra- 
serous drainage. (616-3) 


A SHORT TEXTBOOK OF SURGERY. C. F. W.. Illingworth. 
6th edition. Churchill, 37s.6d. 1955. 24 cm. 636 pages. 13 plates. 227 illustrations. 
Index. 

This straightforward textbook of surgery, by the Regius Professor of Surgery, 

Glasgow University, is one of the most popular with undergraduate and post- 

graduate students. Its aim, unquestionably fulfilled, is to present in a simple, 

economical style a balanced account of the field of surgery from the point of view 
of the general surgeon. The text, in which revision is widespread, is pruned in some 
sections to make room in others for methods of diagnosis and treatment, new since 

the 1950 edition. (617) 


FRACTURES OF THE FACIAL SKELETON. N. L. Rowe and 
H. C. Killey. Livingstone, 120s. 1955. 255 cm. 960 pages. 1,231 illustrations (14 in 
colour). Bibliography. Index. 

Stemming from the Plastic and Maxillo-facial Surgery Unit, Rooksdown House, 

Basingstoke, this excellent, beautifully illustrated reference work deals with Maxillo- 

facial injuries from the standpoint of each specialist involved, the plastic, orthopaedic, 

ophthalmic, otolaryngological, dental and neuro-surgeon, and the anaesthetist. 

Accordingly, the authors invited other members of the Basingstoke team to co- 

operate with them, among them Sir Harold Gillies, Clarkson and Walker who 

specialise in gunshot wounds, Holdsworth in lacerations, Ennis and Gilchrist in 
anaesthesia, McCash in injuries of the scalp and skull, and Romanes the ophthalmo- 
logist. The clarity of the text is a subject of comment by Sir Reginald Watson-Jones 
in a foreword in which he specially commends the work to readers in Europe, 
French Canada, and Latin America who find the English language difficult to master. 
(617) 


BODY FLUIDS IN SURGERY. A. W. Wilkinson. Livingstone, 16s. 
1955. 22 cm. 222 pages. 7 diagrams. 29 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Wilkinson is concerned to give, for the surgeon, basic facts relating to the body 
fluids in normal and diseased conditions, and a detailed study of the management 
of fluid balance disturbances in surgical patients, stressing throughout the clinical 
approach. Devoting a chapter each to water, sodium, potassium and acid-base 
balance, he discusses biochemical aspects, body content and distribution, clinical 
features of disturbances and treatment. Thence he proceeds to examine imbalance in 
accidental and -urgical injury, shock, acidosis and alkalosis, gastro-intestinal conditions 
and the influence of associated disease on fluid and electrolyte balance. Chapters on 
diagnosis and treatment complete a straightforward, workmanlike account. _ (617) 
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A SHORT TEXTBOOK OF MIDWIFERY. G. F. Gibberd. 6th edition. 
Churchill, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 602 pages. 199 illustrations. Tables. Index. 
In his straightforward account of the practice of midwifery, the author, who is 
obstetric surgeon to two London hospitals, seeks to provide a sound, concise textbook 
for medical students of varying interests. So, besides representing fundamentals, here 
and there he introduces his own views and experience, and topics outside the bare 
essentials of the curriculum. The text of this edition, the sixth since 1938, is thoroughly 
revised, special attention being given to shifts in emphasis and to present methods of 
treatment. The textbook, which still devotes at least three-quarters of its space to 
abnormal obstetric conditions and to diseases complicating pregnancy, now includes 
a brief account of post-maturity. (618) 


THE PREGNANCY TOXAEMIAS OR THE ENCYMONIC 
ATELOSITESES. G. W. Theobald. Kimpton, 63s. 1955. 255 cm. $02 pages. 
56 illustrations. 27 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The author had the care of pregnancy toxaemias occurring in Bradford, a city of 

nearly 300,000 inhabitants, from 1947 to 1951, and here he gives an exhaustive 

account of his experience and findings, boldly advances his views on a controversial 
subject and relates them to those of other workers. Broadly, Part 1 deals with the 
metabolic changes of pregnancy and includes a chapter by Dr. John Dawson on the 
adrenal cortex, and Part 2 with the phenomena common to normal and toxaemic 

pregnancy, and with those peculiar to the toxaemic state. There follows in Part 3 

an evaluation of the various hypotheses proposed in explanation of the eclamptic 

syndrome, and, in Part 4, a full account of ante-natal care in prevention and of 

treatment. (618) 


NURSING CARE OF THE NEWLY BORN INFANT. W. S. Craig 
in collaboration with M. F. G. Buchanan, R. J. Pugh and M. Pattullo. Livingstone, 
358. 1955. 22 cm. 480 pages. 225 illustrations (some in colour). 14 tables. Glossary. 
Index. 

This most useful book for medical practitioners, midwives and health visitors, owes 

its being to the Department of Paediatrics and Child Health, Leeds University, whose 

professor heads the authors, and most of the photographs which excellently illustrate 
the text emanate from that university’s Department of Photography. The authors 
proceed from a full consideration of the growth, development and nourishment of the 
foetus, to growth, nursing care, nutrition and feeding management of the newly born 
infant. Miss M. J. W. Taylor contributes a chapter on mothercraft and on 
abnormalities, emergencies and clinical conditions, including pre-maturity. Finally, 
the authors give instructions for nursing procedures and describe some laboratory 
and therapeutic aids. (618-9) 


Engineering 
ENGINEERS’ DREAMS. Willy Ley. Phoenix House, 15s. 1955. 21 cm. 
192 pages. 14 illustrations. 32 maps and diagrams. Tables. Index. 

From time to time some novel engineering work is proposed; it is discussed, perhaps, 
at a meeting of a learned society or in the technical press. Selecting nine such projects, 
the author has prepared a popular description of them, illustrated with sketches. A few 
of these proposals reached the experimental stage, most remained dreams, but all were 
serious suggestions, and it is interesting to read about them. (620) 
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—— Mechanical 


HYDRAULIC AND PNEUMATIC OPERATION OF MACHINES. 
A Handbook on the Use of Oil or Compressed Air for Driving and Controlling 
Machines and Vehicles. H. C. Town. Introduction by J. E. Hill. Odhams Press, 215. 
1955. 23 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

There has been a marked increase in the use of power-operated hand tools within the 

past few years, and tool-makers have gained valuable experience in their design and 

maintenance. More recently hydraulic and pneumatic operation has been applied to 
larger machines, especially machine tools and their fixtures. The author has made 

a special study of machine tools and wrote an earlier book on this subject. In this 

work he assumes the basic theory and reviews recent developments; current practice 

is well described and illustrated in a practical manner. The book is well suited both to 

students and production engineers. (621-2) 


— Electrical 
THE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER’S REFERENCE BOOK. A com- 


prehensive work of reference, providing a summary of latest practice in all branches 
of Electrical Engineering. 71 specialist contributors. General Editor: E. Molloy. 
8th edition. Newnes, 70s. 1955. 19 cm. 2,184 pages. 281 photographs. 2,059 diagrams. 
Map. Tables. Index. 
Although the previous edition of this standard reference book was published only 
in 1954, there has been considerable revision in the present edition. The most 
interesting addition is an article on nuclear reactor engineering which includes an 
up-to-date survey of developments in Britain and the United States. The article 
on gas turbine power plants has been re-written and enlarged and the section on 
insulating materials now includes a long article on silicones. The section dealing with 
the use of electricity in mines has been completely revised and enlarged to cover the 
many new developments of recent years. All sections have been revised to take 
account of new British Standards issued since the last edition was published and to 
include new developments in all branches of engineering. The present edition 
maintains the high standard of what is undoubtedly one of the most useful electrical 
reference books now published. (621-3) 


ELECTRICITY UNDERTAKINGS OF THE WORLD, 1955-56. 
The Electrical Jonna Red Book. Edited by Norman H. Codling. 65th edition. 
Benn, 30s. 1955. 22° cm. 626 pages. Index. 

This useful inte which gives details of electric power supplies throughout the 

world, includes technical information on the generation, voltages and output, the 

names of senior staff and the number of consumers, for each administrative district. 
(621-31) 

ELECTRIC MOTORS AND CONTROLS. British Electrical Development 
Association, 9s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 300 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
(Electricity and Productivity Series, No. 3) 

A further volume in a series which deals with the specialised industrial applications 

of electricity. The book describes and discusses, in clear language, the various types 

of electric motor and explains why a particular type is chosen for a particular job. 

Various types of control equipment, including automatic control, are discussed in 

detail, and chapters are added on mechanical transmission of power, and installation 

and maintenance of motors and control gear. The book should be of great value to 

plant engineers. (621-313) 
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ELECTRONICS. An Introduction for the Non-technical Reader and Student 
to all aspects of Electronics in this Modern Age of Science. A. W. Keen. Ward, 
Lock, 25s. 1955. 21 cm. 258 pages. 31 illustrations. Diagrams. Index. (This Modern 
Age) 

The need for a book on electronics more detailed and accurate than the majority of 

popular books on the subject, yet within the grasp of the non-mathematical reader 

who is unable to tackle the standard textbooks is met by this book. The author’s 
approach is refreshingly novel in that the emphasis is on the circuitry rather than on 
the thermionic tubes themselves, and a great deal of space is given to circuit elements, 
other than tubes, such as transistors and crystal diodes. The book describes the 
application and development of electronics in the four main fields of communication, 
control, instrumentation and excitation. It should enable the curious reader to 
progress to more specialised literature, and should prove extremely useful to students 
of other branches of engineering who require a general understanding of electronic 
circuits. (621-34) 


NOISE. A. Van der Ziel. Chapman & Hall, 60s. 1955. 22 cm. 464 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Prentice-Hall Electrical Engineering Series) 
This is an important book on a subject which has been receiving a good deal of 
attention lately. It deals with noise in various electronic devices using thermionic 
valves, semi-conductors, etc. Some of the chapters, for example on noise in travelling 
wave tubes or in detector circuits, unavoidably require elaborate mathematical 
treatment, but the majority of the problems are reduced to an analysis of simple 
equivalent circuits. The author, Professor of Electrical Engineering in the University 
of Minnesota, has produced a book which will occupy a prominent place in the 
literature on the subject. (621-34) 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE. 
Based upon the Syllabuses of the City and Guilds of London Institute Examinations 
in Telecommunications. W. T. Perkins. Newnes, 21s. 1955. 19 cm. 384 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Tables. Index. 

This is a text-book primarily based on the syllabuses of the City and Guilds of London 

examinations in Telecommunications (Principles) 1, and Elementary Telecommuni- 

cation Practice, the syllabuses being reproduced in the first chapter. The author is a 

lecturer in this subject, and in the succeeding chapters he covers the syllabus in 

a readable manner and in logical order. Much of the detail is fundamental, but in the 

later parts of the book he describes current telecommunications practice. (621-38) 


SCATTERING AND DIFFRACTION OF RADIO WAVES. 
J. R. Mentzer. Pergamon Press, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 142 pages. Diagrams. Table. 
Bibliography. Index. (Electronics and Waves Monographs) 

Chiefly a mathematical study of the subject written as a research monograph with 

special reference to the work of the last decade. The ground covered is the mathe- 

matical formulation of scattering problems, two- and three-dimensional problems, 
and the measurement of radar cross-sections. Both classic and modern methods are 

presented where applicable and the book can well be recommended to those having a 

good background in electromagnetic theory. The book is directed particularly to 

research workers and instructors but is also suitable for graduate courses and for 
electrical engineers and physicists in industry. The author is Associate Professor of 

Electrical Engineering in the Pennsylvania State University. (621-3841) 
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—— Internal Combustion Engines 
MODERN PETROL ENGINES. With Special Reference to Automobile, 
Aircraft and Stationary Types. 2nd edition, revised. Arthur W. Judge. Chapman 
& Hall, 56s. 1955. 22-5 cm. $74 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 
A well-illustrated account of current practice in this and other countries, this is rather 
more than a textbook. Economic considerations have unfortunately restricted 
alterations to standing type, with the result that only minor revisions have been made 
to the original text, and additional matter—some of which should have been 
incorporated earlier—is relegated to further chapters. These deal with later 
detonation results, combustion chamber design, alternative fuels, and recent develop- 
ments. The bibliography has also been extended. In all, about forty pages have been 
added. (621-43) 


DIESEL OPERATION AND FAULT DIAGNOSIS. A Practical 
Guide to Diesel Engines and Their Maintenance. G. B. Fox. Introduction by 
Sir Harry Ricardo. Odhams Press, 21s. 1955. 23 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


Of its type this is one of the best books recently produced on modern compression- 
ignition engine overhaul and maintenance. Written by the President of the Diesel 
Engine Users’ Association, the book sets out as a practical guide to explain the general 
component parts of a diesel engine, how they operate, and in the event of engine 
failure how the trouble may be diagnosed. A brief note is given on the historical 
background of the diesel engine and considerable space rightly devoted to various 
methods of injecting fuel. The photographs, performance data and sectioned 
drawings are excellent. The scope of the book is limited to those concerned with the 
practical overhaul and maintenance of diesel engines, particularly for road transport. 

(621-436) 


—— Machine Tools 
TOOL AND CUTTER GRINDING. Robert S. Connell. Machinery 
Publishing Co., 17s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 160 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Index. (Machinery’s Standard Reference Series) 
In a modern engineering works the maintenance of cutting tools forms an important 
part of tool room duty. Production methods depend on accurate form of tool, and 
this needs special care and skill in sharpening. The book covers machines and fixtures 
necessary for servicing the cutting tools, the proper method of setting up and grinding, 
precautions necessary for accuracy, and the gauging of the ground tools. There are 
numerous illustrations, and whilst some of them are from makers’ catalogues, their 
use is justified in a book of this nature. A very sound book for the production engineer 
and the tool-room operator. (621-92) 


FUNDAMENTALS OF PRESS TOOL DESIGN. W. F. Walker. 
Crosby Lockwood, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 152 pages. 163 diagrams. 9 tables. Index. 
This book should prove valuable to all who are learning to make or design press 
tools. It is obvious that it has been written by a man with much experience in the 
trade and its factual matter is concise and easy to read. The illustrations also are very 
easy to understand and one noticeable feature of the book is the provision of an 
excellent set of tables. (621-98) 
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—— Military 
SPANISH GUNS AND PISTOLS. W. Keith Neal. Bell, 42s. 1955. 
25-5 cm. 112 pages. 105 illustrations. Bibliography. 

Two hundred years of Spanish gunmaking between 1650 and 1850 are covered in this 
important work by the owner of one of the finest private collections of antique 
firearms in Europe. Included in the text is a translation of the treatise by the royal 
eunmaker Isidro Solér, written in 1795, on the history of the gunmakers of Madrid 
and extracts from an earlier, 17th century work by Martinez de Espinar. The illust- 
rations show the beauty and precision of the Spanish gunsmiths’ art and are preceded 
by lists of gunmakers with reproductions of their marks. This specialist work, which 
combines source material with copious illustration, is an eloquent testimony to the 
achievement and former world fame of Spanish firearms. (623-44) 


—— Shipbuilding 
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY RIGGING. A Handbook for Model- 
Makers. R. C. Anderson. Percival Marshall, 25s. 1955. 22:5 cm. 158 pages. 
9 photographs. 283 diagrams. Index. 
The President of the Society for Nautical Research, in this practical treatise for 
constructors of models of a particularly complicated period in ship design, amplifies 
his Rigging of Ships in the Days of the Sprit-Sail Topmast, 1600-1720, which was 
published nearly thirty years ago by the Marine Research Society of Salem, U.S.A. 
Dr. Anderson has made use of Lord Pembroke’s model of a 70-gun ship of 1692 which 
was unknown to him when his earlier work was prepared. His drawings and descrip- 
tions are as clear as they could well be, and his rarer photographs are of much beauty 
and interest. (623-82) 


THE BOMBAY DOCKYARD AND THE WADIA MASTER 
BUILDERS. R. A. Wadia. R. A. Wadia (Bombay), Rs.25. 1955. 23°5 cm. 
22 pages. 63 photographs. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The name Wadia is derived from Vadia, meaning a builder of boats, and the Wadia 
family of Bombay were connected for generations with the Bombay dockyard. 
Seven of them in succession served as Master Builders from 1736 to 1884, and many 
others were connected with the work in other capacities. The present volume 
combines a family chronicle with the history of the dockyard itself; it is lavishly and 
attractively illustrated and the appendices include a list of vessels built in the dockyard. 
It is thus both an interesting contribution to India’s naval history and the story of a 
remarkable family. (623 -820954) 


JANE’S FIGHTING SHIPS, 1955-56. Edited by Raymond V. B. 
Blackman. 57th edition. Sampson Law, 84s. 1955. 33 cm. $02 pages. Index. 

That this issue contains more fresh material than usual is chiefly due to the rearmament 
programmes of the great naval powers during the past few years. Many warships, 
also, have undergone reconstruction, conversion or modernisation, and this again is 
reflected in the pages of Jane. For the first time, all silhouettes are produced to a fixed 
scale (150 feet to 1 inch). A long and informative Foreword gives an outline of the 
main trends in naval development in various countries during the last year. In the 
book itself, details are given of the different types of fighting ships of Great Britain, 
followed by those of the Commonwealth countries, and these are followed by other 
countries, arranged alphabetically. Each page of the book is lavishly provided with 
photographs and diagrams, including flags and uniforms, as well as plans of yessels. 


(623-825) 
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—— Transport 
A CENTURY OF LOCOMOTIVES, NEW SOUTH WALES 
RAILWAYS, 1855-1955. Australian Railway Historical Society. New 
South Wales Department of Railways (Sydney, Australia), 15s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 
128 pages. Illustrations. 
A comprehensive account of the various types of locomotives which have seen 
service on the New South Wales Railways during the past hundred years. The main 
classes of locomotives are clearly set out in chronological order, with subdivision 
made for the various types within each class. A short technical description of each 
type, together with some mention of its historical significance, is also given. The 
abundance of illustrations will delight any reader with an interest in locomotives. 
(625-26) 
—— Hydraulic 
AN INTRODUCTION TO FLUVIAL HYDRAULICS. S. Leliavsky. 
Constable, 30s. 1955. 22°§ cm. 270 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The behaviour of rivers in their natural state, in carrying to the sea solid material 
eroded from their catchments and from their own self-formed meandering courses, 
raises a problem of great complexity. This book is a masterly survey of notable 
contributions to the problem including: formulae based on pure reasoning; empirical 
formulae derived from field data; results obtained from three-dimensional erodable 
river models; and those obtained from laboratory tests in two-dimensional flumes 
generally expressed in terms of dimensionless parameters. Apart from its remarkable 
scope, the great merit and value of this book lies in the lucidity of the author’s 
comments, and his critical assessment of the significance and validity of the con- 
clusions propounded in the literature included in his survey. Engineers concerned with 
river training, and those working in this particular field of research will probably 


find it indispensable. (627-12) 


Agriculture 

COMMONWEALTH AGRICULTURAL BUREAUX. Twenty-Sixth 
Annual Report of the Executive Council, 1954-55. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 
1955. 24°5 cm. 48 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 

This booklet summarises the activities of the various Commonwealth bureaux and 

institutes during the period, and also includes concise accounts of progress with 

common agricultural problems in various parts of the world. As usual, the report will 

serve as a valuable reference source for all those interested in world food production. 

(630-61) 


CROP DRYING, BARN AND STORAGE MACHINERY. 
J. A. C. Gibb. Temple Press, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 190 pages. 70 photographs, diagrams 
and graphs. 6 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

This book will appeal to the large-scale arable or grass farmer who is dealing with 

cither grain or the preservation of grass and forage crops in large quantities. 

It contains all the latest information on the selection, operation and management of 

machines and equipment for handling these commodities. A first section deals with 

various forms of power to operate machines, and with barn machinery in general; 

a second with green crop drying, and a final one with the planning and construction 

of complete systems of grain drying and food processing. There is an excellent 

range of photographs. (631°3) 
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SOIL ZOOLOGY. Proceedings of the University of Nottingham, Second 
Easter School in Agricultural Science, 1955. Edited by D. Keith McE. Kevan. 
Butterworth, 55s. 1955. 22°5 cm. $26 pages. 171 photographs, drawings and 
diagrams. 34 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

A highly technical volume covering the proceedings of this Second Easter School 

at which leading British and other European specialists discussed a wide variety of soil 

zoology topics. Their papers, together with full accounts of certain techniques which 
were demonstrated, have been integrated to give a logical sequence, and provide 
sufficient diverse material to interest all students and research workers. The appeal 
of the book should be world-wide and it can do much to help bridge the existing gap 
between accumulated knowledge on the zoological side and its application in soil 
science. (631-46) 


Gardening 


PRACTICAL ORGANIC GARDENING. Ben Easey. Faber, 21s. 1955. 
22°§ cm. 312 pages. 42 photographs. 6 diagrams. Index. 
Announced as the first standard textbook on organic gardening methods, this is a 
methodical and comprehensive survey of the present state of knowledge on the 
growing of crops without the use of inorganic fertilisers. The principles and practice 
of composting waste vegetable material and so conserving its beneficial nutritional 
ingredients, both on a large scale and on the small scale appropriate to the private 
garden, are fully explained. For the beginner and the established organic gardener 
alike the book provides essential information and guidance soundly based on 
experiment and experience. (635) 


POULSEN ON THE ROSE. Svend Poulsen. Translated from the Danish 
by C: Campbell McCallum. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 
12 illustrations in colour. 2 plans. Index. 


When a world-famous rose breeder writes on the subject to which he has devoted 
a lifetime, the result can hardly fail to interest rose lovers. Svend Poulsen’s 
unpretentious little book, first published in Denmark in 1941, is aimed at amateur 
rather than professional growers, and includes an historical survey of wild roses, simple 
and practical advice on modern methods of cultivation and propagation, a descriptive 
list of the best modern and old-fashioned roses and notes on the design of rose 
gardens. (635-932) 


PLANT PROPAGATION. Edited by A. G. L. Hellyer. Collingridge, 7s.6d. 
1955. 21 cm. 60 pages. Numerous photographs. 19 drawings. (‘Amateur Gardening’ 
Picture Book, No. 4) 

The fourth in this excellent series of illustrated handbooks for amateur gardeners 

deals simply and clearly with plant propagation, from seed sowing, division, layering 

and the taking of cuttings to the various forms of grafting and budding. Each method 
is briefly described, with all the relevant details as to timing, soil requirements, etc., 


and accompanying the text on every page are photographs illustrating the various 
stages of each operation. (635-94) 
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Livestock Domestic Animals 
FERTILITY PASTURES. Herbal Leys as the basis of Soil Fertility and 
Animal Health. Newman Turner. Faber, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 204 pages. 44 photo- 
graphs (32 by the author, 12 by Douglas Allen of Bridgwater). Diagrams. Tables, 
Index. 
Mr. Newman Turner’s book is a useful addition to those which have already appeared 
on the currently important topic of ley farming. He is especially concerned with the 
inclusion of a wide variety of herbs in standard grass-clover mixtures and for the past 
fifteen years has been experimenting with complex mixtures for different classes of 
stock and for different feeding purposes. Apart from describing the cultivation, 
seeding and management of these leys, his methods of strip-grazing, silage-making, 
etc., Mr. Turner spotlights the beneficial effects of these mineral-rich herbs on his 
dairy herd and on soil fertility. (636-085) 


PEDIGREE CATTLE BREEDING. A Doctor-Farmer’s Profitable Venture. 
G. H. T. Stovin. Crosby Lockwood, 12s. 6d. 1955. 20 cm. 126 pages. 35 photographs. 
2 diagrams. 4 graphs. Index. 
A doctor turned farmer relates his experiences in building up a herd of pedigree 
attested Jersey cattle. The value of his book lies in the fact that it is a successful study 
in applied genetics, the herd in question now containing a higher percentage of cattle 
holding the Certificate of Merit award of the English Jersey Cattle Society than any 
other herd of comparable size in the Society’s register. There is little doubt that in 
spite of recent improvements in the average dairy herd, as regards both the type of 
animal bred and her yield, haphazard breeding remains the rule rather than the 
exception—even in pedigree herds. Most practical dairymen should benefit from 
Dr. Stovin’s experiences. (636-2) 


POULTRY BREEDING. Genetics and Systems of Breeding. C. E. Mann. 
2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d. 1955. 24-5 cm. 156 pages. 8 diagrams. 
12 tables. Glossary. Index. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Bulletin, No. 146) 

Since it was first published in 1950 this booklet has been widely accepted by poultry 

farmers and students as a first-class concise guide to the subject of poultry genetics and 

its practical applications. The author has revised his original text in line with the latest 
information put forward by research workers, and he presents this new knowledge 
in a form which should be fairly readily followed by practising poultry breeders. 

Anyone keen to improve his stock should certainly have the bulletin by him. (636-5) 


TRAINING GUARD DOGS. John Watson Mac Innes. Benn, 8s.6d. 
boards. 1955. 19 cm. 108 pages. 12 photographs. 
Benn’s series of booklets on various breeds of dogs has by now become well known 
to dog-lovers. This is the first volume to treat a general subject. Whether dog-owners 
wish their pets to become valuable guardians of their property or not, they would 
all do well to follow the author’s advice about the basic training in obedience which 
underlies any subsequent wardening achievements. Advanced work in tracking, 
holding criminals and general police work are more specialised, but their induction 
makes fascinating reading and the standards that are laid down in competitive tests, 
both here and in America, are summarised at the end of the book. (636-7) 
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Beekeeping 
BACKGROUND TO BEEKEEPING. Allan C. Waine. Collingridge, $s. 
1955. 22 cm. 120 pages. 41 illustrations by David Hutter. Glossary. Bibliography. 
Index. 
Facts and sound advice are here offered for the consideration of the aspiring beekeeper. 
All the essentials which the beginner must know are clearly described—what to do 
and why, how to do it and when. This last Dr. Waine has related to the natural 
procession of nectar-yielding plants, rather than to the conventional calendar of 
man which can take no account of prevailing weather conditions. Thus, although the 
background is set primarily in the British Isles, it is little the less appropriate for 
temperate climates elsewhere. It is unfortunate that, amongst the excellent little 
sketches, the honey-brood key to diagram No. 7 has been reversed. (638-1) 


Cookery 

CREAM, BUTTER AND WINE. Sybil Goffinet. Deutsch, 8s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 120 pages. 

Sybil Goffinet demonstrates by her good collection of well-known French recipes 

how cream, butter and wine can transform the simplest dish, and encourages the 

most economical cook by proving how little is needed. (641-59) 


MIDDLE EASTERN COOKING. Patricia Smouha. Deutsch, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 134 pages. 
The author, who has collected and tested these age-old recipes from Syria, Baghdad, 
Egypt, Tunis, Algeria and Morocco, tells us that only oil is used in Middle Eastern 
cooking owing to its digestibility in hot climates. It is an interesting and unusual 
collection; the instructions are easy to follow by any enterprising cook; and the 
ingredients are not difficult to obtain. There are some excellent recipes for Syrian 
cakes, jams and sweetmeats. (641-59) 


A BOOK OF MEDITERRANEAN FOOD. Elizabeth David. Revised 
edition. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 208 pages. Drawings by John Minton. 
Index. Paper covers. 


A revised cheap edition of Mrs. David’s book, first published in 1950, providing 
a delectable range of Mediterranean recipes which will tempt anyone with a real 
interest in cookery. Additional interest is provided by information on the gastronomic 
habits of the countries concerned and by extracts from various authors consisting of 


descriptions of memorable meals or disquisitions on the culinary art. 641° 
F ; 41°594 


Business Management 
OUTLINE OF WORK STUDY. Part Il: Method Study. British Institute 
of Management, 7s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 84 pages. 26 diagrams. Bibliography. Paper 
covers. (Production Management Series, 2B) 
Method study is described here as being not a substitute for specialist knowledge or 
experience but a means whereby the other techniques concerned with the provision 
of goods or services can be applied to best advantage. It is the application of detailed 
analysis to the operations, of whatever kind, which occur in industry, commerce or 
any other field of activity, with the idea of making any desirable rearrangements in 
the method of work, eliminating unnecessary processes, and thus saving time. The 
procedures of method study vary according to individual circumstances; this book is a 
good general introduction to them. (658-54) 
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Chemical Technology 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING. Vol. Il. Unit Operations. J. M. Coulson 
and J. F. Richardson. Pergamon Press, 60s. 1955. 25 cm. 604 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The first volume of this useful series on chemical engineering, which dealt with the 
basic processes of fluid, heat and mass transfer, has a worthy successor in the second, 
which deals with the fundamental principles of a number of important physical 
operations used in chemical engineering. It is divided into five main sections: the 
flow of fluids past particles; systems involving relative motion between fluid and 
particles; applications of mass transfer in chemical engineering; evaporation, 
crystallisation and drying; size, reduction and classification of solids and mixing. The 
value of the very clear descriptions of the practical operations involved is enhanced 
by numerous phototypes, diagrams and a selected bibliography at the end of each 
chapter. The book is intended primarily for university students, but its underlying 
practical outlook should also make it helpful to practising chemical engineers. 
(660-28) 
Wines and Spirits 
BRISTOL CREAM. Godfrey Harrison. Batsford, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 162 pages. 
41 illustrations (1 in colour). Drawings in text. Index. 
With the history of the Bristol wine trade as a background, this is an account of the 
great wine-importing firm of John Harvey & Sons, which was founded in 1796. 
Fine sherry has been known as ‘Bristol Milk’ since at least 1634, and the choicest 
of the Harvey sherries was dubbed ‘Bristol Cream’ in 1882. Although deprived of 
access to the bulk of the firm’s records, which were destroyed by bombing in 1940, 
the author has produced a highly readable book, which will have a special appeal for 
connoisseurs of wine. (663-2) 


Petroleum 

WORLD OILMEN. The Story in Pictures of the men who provide the world’s 
oil. Text by A. M. Melland. Sylvan Press, 42s. 1955. 31 cm. 100 pages. Numerous 
photographs. Bibliography. 

An interesting pictorial record of the operations carried out in the petroleum industry, 

including exploration, drilling and production, transport, refining, and utilisation of 

crude petroleum and its products. (665-5) 


Dyeing 

BASIC CHEMISTRY OF TEXTILE COLOURING AND 
FINISHING. S. R. Cockett and K. A. Hilton. National Trade Press, 21s. 1955. 
225 cm. 200 pages. 13 illustrations. 41 diagrams. Table. Bibliography. Index. 

The dyeing, finishing, printing and testing of textile materials nowadays require a 

much wider knowledge of chemistry, both from students and craftsmen. This book 

is a companion to the authors’ Basic Chemistry of Textile Preparation and together they 

make up a valuable, accurate, yet not too advanced introduction to the subject. 

(667-2) 

Metallurgy 

RAPID DETECTION OF CATIONS. Gaston Charlot, Denise Bézier 
and Rolland Gauguin. Translated from the French by Ralph E. Ocsper. Thames 
& Hudson, 9s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 92 pages. 5 illustrations. 

The need for methods for rapidly detecting certain metals in the presence of one 

hundred to one thousand times larger amounts of other metals has led to many 
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improvements in technique. The present volume, a translation and revision of one 
published in Paris in 1943, provides a speedy guide to such work. Tests, specific and 
selective, are described concisely, many being carried out without separations. The 
book should be of much value to analytical chemists handling inorganic materials and 
to advanced students. (669-016) 


Manufactures: Metal 

DIECASTING DIE DESIGN. H. K. Barton and L. C. Barton. Machinery 
Publishing Co., 178.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 158 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Table. 
Index. (Machinery’s Standard Reference Series) 

The number of first-class die sinkers is limited, and die production tends to become 

the bottleneck of the works. Correct design starts with the design of the casting, and 

can affect both the making of the die and its efficient use. The authors approach the 

subject by analysing and grouping together recurrent features in dies of all types. 

Numerous line drawings amplify the text. The book is obviously based on much 

experience; its practical outlook is welcome, and it serves to complement the more 

usual books on the die-casting process. (671-25) 


—— Textile 

PHYSICS OF FIBRES. H. J. Woods. Institute of Physics, 30s. 1955. 
25 cm. 100 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Physics in Industry 
Series) 

The Senior Lecturer in Textile Physics in Leeds University, where textile technology 

has long been studied as a subject for specialisation, presents a basic outline of the 

physics of fibres. The natural fibres (based on keratin and cellulose) are mainly used 

to illustrate the various points. It is only an introduction to the vast field of research 

which is now opening up—barely more than a fully-annotated bibliography of 

recent literature—though it shows clearly the many ramifications of the part which 

physics has played and will play in the study of fibre structure and properties. (677) 


—— Furniture 
THE FURNISHER’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Edited by Michael Sheridan. 
2nd edition, revised and enlarged. National Trade Press, 63s. 1955. 30 cm. $88 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Designed as a reference encyclopaedia on all branches of home furnishing, this 
work is divided into fourteen sections covering furniture, upholstery, furnishing 
fabrics, textiles, carpets, floor coverings, interior decoration, and the more technical 
aspects of business organisation and staff training, stock control, display and industrial 
or government regulations. Although primarily of use to those engaged in the retail 
and wholesale distributive trades, it will also be useful in technical libraries and 
information bureaux. Each section is written by an expert whose qualifications and 
experience are set forth in biographical notes, and the whole forms a comprehensive 
textbook of up-to-date and well presented information. (684-1) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE ANALYSIS OF BEAUTY with the rejected passages from the 
manuscript drafts and autobiographical notes. William Hogarth. Edited with an 
introduction by Joseph Burke. Oxford University Press, 428. 1955. 26 cm. 306 pages. 
10 plates. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

William Hogarth (1697-1764) is well known as a painter, satirist and engraver; he is 

less familiar as a writer on aesthetics, yet his Analysis of Beauty, published in 1753, 
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is an important document in the development of artistic theory in 18th century 
England. This scholarly edition has been prepared by Professor Burke, of Melbourne 
University, Australia, from the three manuscript drafts in the British Museum, 
London, and disentangles for the first time the disputed contributions of Hogarth 
and the collaborators who revised his text. In his valuable introduction the editor 
examines the diverse trends in 18th century aesthetics, while Hogarth’s text throws 
much light ‘on the practice of a great painter and on the stylistic problems of his age’. 

(701) 


THE LIFE OF THE BUDDHA. Retold from Ancient Sources. Anil de 
Silva-Vigier. Phaidon Press, 47s.6d. 1955. 31 cm. 200 pages. 164 illustrations (11 in 
colour). Endpaper map in colour. Notes on the illustrations. Glossary. 

The Buddhist religion, one of the oldest of mankind, has spread at different periods 

during the last 2,500 years northwards from India through Nepal and Tibet to China, 

Korea and Japan, and southwards to Ceylon, Burma, Siam and Indonesia. It was a 

brilliant idea of Dr. Anil de Silva-Vigier, one of the first Asian women to specialise 

in archaeology and art history, to illustrate the life story and legends of the Buddha 
by reproducing outstanding examples of the sculpture and paintings of the ancient 

Far East. It is not often one has the opportunity of studying Indian, Chinese and 

Indonesian art within the covers of one volume. Both as an anthology of Asian art 

and as a study of Buddhist iconography this is a notable production; the Introduction 

on the life story of the Buddha and the interpretative Epilogue are important 

contributions. (704-948) 


THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF JAPAN. Robert Treat Paine 
and Alexander Soper. Penguin Books, 45s. 1955. 26-5 cm. 336 pages. 270 photo- 
graphs. 64 drawings and diagrams in text. 2 maps. Chronology. Glossary. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. (Pelican History of Art) 

Written by two American scholars, this book is in two parts, the first, dealing with 

painting and sculpture, by Dr. Paine, the second, on architecture, by Professor Soper. 

The thread in the story of Japanese art is the constant cultural influence from China 

which modified but never suppressed the native idiom. In a brilliant but all too short 

introductory chapter Dr. Paine summarises the differences between Chinese and 

Japanese art, always a difficult problem for westerners of both hemispheres. The text 

which follows is closely packed with information and text illustrations, sometimes so 

closely, especially in the section on architecture, that it is not always easy for the 
reader to find his way amongst material much of which is unfamiliar. A study of 
the fine section of plates will help much in gaining a basic familiarity with the many 

aspects of Japanese art. (709-52) 


Drawing 

ENGLISH DRAWING from Samuel Cooper to Gwen John. Introduced and 
chosen by Geoffrey Grigson. Thames & Hudson, 30s. 1955. 29 cm. 204 pages. 
148 illustrations. Biographical notes. Notes on the plates. Index. 

This personal anthology of outstanding examples of English draughtsmanship by 

non-living artists ranges from Samuel Cooper (1609-1672) to Gwen John, the sister 

of Augustus John, who died in 1939. Mr. Grigson’s choice has been determined by 

the two qualities of masterly execution and ‘hallowed vision of reality’ which, he 

argues, should distinguish all good drawing. In other words, his selection is of drawings 

to be enjoyed in their own right apart from, and in addition to, their documentary 
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importance as illustrating the historical development of this branch of graphic art. 
Besides the great names there are also some unusual and unexpected newcomers, such 
as the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins. The quality of reproduction is good and the 
subject matter varied. (741-0942) 


Embroidery 

COUNTED-THREAD EMBROIDERY on Linens and Canvas. James 
Norbury. Brockhampton Press (Leicester), 25s. 1955. 28-5 cm. 96 pages. Numerous 
illustrations (some in colour). 

A magnificently produced and illustrated guide to embroidery on canvas and linen, 

with working diagrams and detailed descriptions of the stitches employed. This is a 

book designed for both experts and amateurs, both of whom will enjoy the incidental 

information on this fascinating art and the author’s conception of ‘embroidered 

journalism’ as applied to the Bayeux Tapestry. (746-44) 


Painting 
BIRD LIFE AND THE PAINTER. R. B. Talbot Kelly. Studio 
Publications, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 160 pages. 48 plates (16 in colour) and 10 drawings 
by the author. 
An unusual book on the painter’s approach to bird life. Combining the artist’s eye 
with the concentrated observation of the ornithologist, Mr. Kelly succeeds in 
capturing the essential personality of each species seen in relation to its natural setting 
or ‘territory’. It is this insistence on the dependence of birds upon their habitats which 
gives his paintings their intense, often poignant, feeling of reality. A discussion of the 
difficulties of bird portraiture, with special consideration of Egyptian and Chinese 
art, is followed by an account of bird life in three districts—Rugby, Argyll, and the 
Firth of Forth—and, finally, by reproductions of Mr. Kelly’s own work with a 
running commentary. This modest, sensitively and sensibly written book has much 
to teach the professional ornithologist, the amateur bird watcher and the painter of 


birds. (758) 


IVON HITCHENS. Patrick Heron. GRAHAM SUTHERLAND. Edward 
Sackville-West. Penguin Books, 7s.6d. each. 1955. Obl. 22-5 cm. 16 pages of text. 
32 plates (16 in colour). Paper covers. (Penguin Modern Painters) 

The second of these two titles appeared in 1943 and has now been revised and brought 

up to date with several new illustrations. The Ivon Hitchens booklet is a new title 

and the oblong format enables this artist’s wide, narrow landscape paintings with 
their exciting “double focus’ vision to be reproduced with maximum effect. An 
introductory essay by a noted critic precedes the plates in each book. This series 
maintains excellent value in providing a coup d’oeil survey of modern English 
painting. (759°2) 


BRUEGEL. The Paintings. F. Grossmann. Phaidon Press, 42s. 195§. 31°5 cm. 
206 pages. 156 plates (some in colour). 2 facsimiles. Indexes. 

This study of the great Flemish painter Pieter Bruegel the Elder (d. 1569) is planned 

in two volumes, the first containing réproductions of all his authentic works, the 

second a critical catalogue. The first volume, now published, may be used indepen- 

dently : it contains interpretative notes based on the forthcoming catalogue, two essays 

on Bruegel’s life, the history of Bruegel criticism, and magnificent illustrations which 
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show many details as well as whole pictures. Bruegel was one of the first painters to 
find inspiration in peasant life, to illustrate the changing seasons of the year and to 
study landscape in its own right. He is both a great and a popular painter whose work, 
which survives in about forty pictures only, has long had a wide appeal. (759-9493) 


JAPANESE SCREEN PAINTING. Introduction and notes by Basil 
Gray. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 31 cm. 24 pages. 9 colour plates. Paper covers. (Faber 
Gallery of Oriental Art) 

The first monograph in English on an important branch of Japanese painting. These 

screen paintings are narrow strips, eight or more feet long, designed to be hung on 

decorative frames and used to divide the rooms in Japanese houses. They usually 
illustrate national epics and legends, but also pure landscape scenery and, occasionally, 
such exotic subjects as the arrival of Portuguese traders from the west. The Keeper 
of Oriental Antiquities at the British Museum, London, describes the historical 
development of Japanese screen painting and provides informative notes to the colour 
reproductions of outstanding examples from the 16th to the 18th century. (759-952) 


Engraving 
ENGRAVING IN ENGLAND IN THE SIXTEENTH AND 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES. A Descriptive Catalogue with Intro- 
ductions by Arthur M. Hind. Part 2: The Reign of James I. Cambridge 
University Press, 130s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 448 pages. 253 plates. Index. 
Part I of this four-volume catalogue of early English engraving covered the Tudor 
period; Part 2 covers the reign of James I (1603-1625). It contains a detailed catalogue 
listing engravers’ work in chronological order, preceded by introductory sections on 
anonymous engravers, topographical prints and other specific topics. The plates at 
the end of the book reproduce over six hundred engravings, a vast conspectus, 
indeed, of the engraver’s art but forming also a valuable source for early Stuart 
iconography. Besides the portraits, the most popular form of early 17th century 
engraving, there are numerous reproductions covering maps, title-pages, emblematic 
compositions, architecture and travel. Mr. Hind, a former Keeper of Prints and 
Drawings in the British Museum, London, is a recognised expert on engraving. 
(769-942) 
Photography 
PHOTOGRAMS OF THE YEAR, 1956. The Annual Review of the 
World’s Photographic Art. 61st year of issue. Iliffe for “Amateur Photographer’, 
17s.6d. 1955. 27°5 cm. 32 pages of text. 120 photographs (8 in colour). Index. 
Since 1895 Photograms of the Year has presented a selection of outstanding examples 
of pictorial photography from various countries. This year some of the photographs 
have been reproduced by the letterpress process, including eight in full colour, but 
most are in photogravure. A plate-by-plate commentary by R. H. Mason will help 
the not so expert photographer to appreciate the quality of the examples included; 
Margaret F. Harker, Vice-President of the Royal Photographic Society of Great 
Britain, discusses the year’s work here and abroad; and Ernest N. Heimann writes 
on Control and Choice in Colour Photography. (779) 


PHOTOGRAPHY YEAR BOOK, 1956. Edited by Norman Hall and 
Basil Burton. Photography Magazine, 30s. 1955. 27-5 cm. 220 pages. 180 plates. 

This edition contains a superb choice of work by the world’s great photographers, 

including Bill Brandt, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Herbert List, W. Eugene Smith, 
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Yousuf Karsh, Bert Hardy, Hans Hammarskiéld and a host of other famous names. 
The young and the unknown also make a welcome contribution to a book which 
provides the student with an opportunity to make comparison between the work of 
photographers of different countries. It is a pity that all the photographs could not 
have been reproduced in photogravure as are the first sixteen plates. An index of 
subjects would have been useful; these are not always indicated in the technical data. 
The latter gives the subjects of plates 15 and 16 as Pablo Casals and Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, whereas they should be the other way about. (779) 


Music 
MY RECORD OF MUSIC. Compton Mackenzie. Hutchinson, 25s. 1955. 
23°5 cm. 280 pages. 4 illustrations. Indexes. 

A musical autobiography from the pen of a distinguished man of letters. Although 
Sir Compton Mackenzie’s experiences go back to the early days of the Promenade 
Concerts, it was not until after the First World War that he became interested in 
mechanical reproduction of music, first through the ‘aeolian’ and next through the 
gramophone. The latter moved him to found, in 1923, the monthly journal 
The Gramophone, in whose columns he wrote thousands of words of musical criticism 
and exhortation. Time has amply justified the author’s prophetic faith in the 
possibilities of the instrument as a means of spreading musical education, and, above 
all, understanding of chamber music. Numerous good stories and character studies 
illumine his narrative. Its later stages are linked by excerpts from editorials written 
in places as far apart as Jethou and Barra. (780-92) 


A MOZART PILGRIMAGE. Being the Travel Diaries of Vincent and 
Mary Novello in the year 1829. Transcribed and compiled by Nerina Medici di 
Marignano. Edited by Rosemary Hughes. Novello, 30s. 1955. 24 cm. 404 pages. 
21 illustrations. Musical examples. Endpaper map in colour. Genealogical table. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

Vincent Novello has been chiefly remembered as a member of a famous literary 

circle, the founder of a great musical publishing house, and as an indefatigable editor 

of old music. He, and his wife, now appear as lively and observant travellers. They 
visited musical centres in Germany and Austria, including Vienna, where they talked 
with musicians who remembered Schubert and Beethoven, then but recently dead. 

In Salzburg, they met the widow, sister and younger son of Mozart. Such places and 

events come vividly to life in these delightfully unselfconscious diaries. Novello is seen 

as an astute judge of the music of his own generation, and as an ardent lover of 

‘sterling music’-—meaning mainly Bach and Mozart. Skilful conflation by a great- 

grand-daughter and excellent annotation combine with first-class production to make 

a most entertaining and unusual book. (780-92) 


THE COMPOSER AND HIS ART. Gordon Jacob. Oxford University 
Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 128 pages. 
This admirable little book, written by a well-known English composer of long 
experience, is packed with practical advice and philosophical guidance. Besides giving 
many hints on technique and picking out salient points of historical interest in 
the practice of the great masters, Mr. Jacob enlarges on the difficult position of the 
composer in the modern world, and suggests ways in which he can work out his own 
salvation without losing his artistic integrity. If audiences could be persuaded to study 
the book it would certainly help the cause of good music everywhere. (781-61) 
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THE SYMPHONIES OF JOSEPH HAYDN. H. C. Robbins Landon. 
Universal Edition & Rockliff, 120s. 1955. 25 cm. 862 pages. 42 illustrations. Musical 
examples. Bibliography. Index. 

Haydn wrote over 100 symphonies which span the years from 1760 to 1795. The 

establishment of an exact chronology for the whole series and of an accurate musical 

text presents many long-standing problems, to most of which this remarkable book 
offers a convincing solution. Its author is a young American musicologist who has 
profited by residence in Austria to explore the rich Haydn material long hidden in 
numerous monastic libraries. From a study of the paper and watermarks, Mr. Landon 
has also been able to evaluate the sources of the many symphonies of which the 
autographs are lost. He also exposes the appalling inaccuracy of many of the standard 
scores from which Haydn’s symphonies have been performed for well over a century. 
The book is likely to become a landmark in the performance not only of Haydn 
but of later 18th century music in general. (785-11) 


The Theatre Ballet Dancing 

THE ART OF MAKE-UP. Serge Strenkovsky. Edited by Elizabeth S. 
Taber. Muller, 22s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 368 pages. 62 illustrations (6 in colour). 
Bibliography. 

Several times reprinted since it was first published in America in 1937, this is a 

comprehensive treatise on make-up in the broadest sense. The author has had wide 

experience in the theatre, having worked as director, actor, playwright, designer 

and teacher in America and Europe. The subject is one that has had many interpreters, 

but a well-documented survey, devoted both to the theoretical and the practical 

aspects, will be of interest to both professional and amateur. (792-02) 


THEATRE, 1954-5. Ivor Brown. Reinhardt, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 208 pages. 
24 photographs. Index. 
The first volume of a planned annual survey of the theatre in Britain. Should it 
proceed along its present lines, future students will be grateful for Mr. Brown’s 
enterprise. It not only provides a record of plays produced in London and by 
the principal repertory companies during the year ending June 30, 1955, and of the 
Edinburgh and Pitlochry festivals of 1954 and the British Drama League festival of 
1955, but it enables a leading critic to describe and discuss performances at some 
length. In a long introduction Ivor Brown reviews the present state of the theatre, 
attributing many of its difficulties, especially regarding works by new playwrights, to 
an uncritical public. The author has invited J. B. Priestley, Sir Bronson Albery, 
Peter Ustinov, George Devine and Louis Kronenberger to contribute the last five 
chapters. (792-058) 


PILLARS OF DRURY LANE. W. Macqueen-Pope. Hutchinson, 21s. 
1955. 28-5 cm. 268 pages. 6s illustrations. Index. 
Mr. Macqueen-Pope, who has written so frequently and devotedly about the theatre 
in general, and some theatres in particular, turns again to the first chartered theatre in 
England, to the theatre which also, by royal assent, first allowed women on the 
stage. He now amplifies his earlier history (Theatre Royal: The Biography of Drury 
Lane) by much biographical and historical detail about many of the managers, actors 
and dramatists who brought renown to Drury Lane. In other chapters he describes 
traditional theatrical practices, such as benefits and the Baddeley Cake, and, later on, 
comes to the story of ENSA (Entertainments National Service Association) in the 
last war. (792-0942) 
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IN SEARCH OF DIAGHILEV. Richard Buckle. Sidgwick & Jackson, 30s. 
1955. 28°5 cm. 128 pages. Numerous illustrations (10 in colour). Drawings in the 
text. 

Richard Buckle’s commemorative exhibition for the twenty-fifth anniversary of 

Diaghilev’s death, shown first at the Edinburgh College of Art during the 1954 

Festival and later in London by the Sunday newspaper The Observer, made exhibition 

history by its richness of content and its re-creation of atmosphere. Here, generously 

interleaved with very fine pictures of the exhibition and its contents—portraits, 
sculpture, stage designs, photographs, caricatures—is the story of its making, of the 
author’s travels to collect its material from Diaghilev’s associates, and of Leonard 

Rosoman’s toil to create its dramatic settings in each capital. Anecdotes of the 

Diaghilev circle abound and a portrait of Diaghilev himself is built up to the life. 


(792°8) 


MODERN BALLET DESIGN. A Picture-Book with Notes. Richard 
Buckle. Black, 30s. 1955. 27 cm. 144 pages. 207 illustrations (3 in colour). Index. 
This volume records, with reproductions of the original designs and photographs of 
the resulting productions, work by thirty-nine artists—American, Australian, Belgian, 
English, French, Italian, Scottish and others—for seventy-nine ballets seen in London 
and Paris since 1945. Nothing unfortunately is in colour except the dust-jacket— 
Clavé’s Los Caprichos—and three-quarters of the frontispiece—three costume designs 
by John Craxton for Daphnis and Chloé—but Buckle’s enlivening notes do something 
towards supplying the deficiency. (792°8) 


GALA PERFORMANCE. [A Record of the Sadler’s Wells Ballet over 
a period of twenty-five years.] Edited by Arnold Haskell, Mark Bonham Carter 
and Michael Wood. Foreword by H.R.H. the Princess Margaret. Collins, 42s. 
1955. 29 cm. 248 pages. 8 plates in colour. Numerous photographs. Index. 

A most delightful album of photographs, reminiscences and information, with seven 

décors reproduced in colour and a frontispiece colour photograph of the President 

of Sadler’s Wells Foundation, H.R.H. The Princess Margaret. Contributors, all 
writing very much to the point, include: William Chappell, notes on early phot- 
graphs; Sir Kenneth Clark, on décor; Ninette de Valois on “Some problems of ballet 
today’; Arnold Haskell on Sadler’s Wells School; Robert Irving on music and James 
Monahan on the company. An appendix gives details of ballets performed by the 
company from 1931 to 1955. (792-8) 


SYBIL THORNDIKE. J. C.. Trewin. Rockliff, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
124 pages. 95 photographs. Chronology. (“Theatre World’ Monograph, No. 4) 
In this study of Dame Sybil’s career, which includes a list of her appearances on stage 
and screen, the carefully chosen and well produced photographs at once remind us, 
were reminder needed, of the great diversity of Sybil Thorndike’s art. Tragedy, 
comedy, melodrama, farce, and, of course, many Shakespearean parts, have all been 
attempted by this actress and re-created by her, so that in the final analysis we discover 
the magic that has touched the dramatist’s work. J. C. Trewin records and assesses, 
and in the short space available reveals her stature in performances both world- 
famous and renowned, as in Shaw’s Saint Joan, and little known, but no less striking, 
as in John Home’s Douglas. (792-92) 











THRICE THE BRINDED CAT HATH MEW’D. A record of the 
Stratford Shakespearean Festival in Canada, 1955. Robertson Davies, Tyrone 
Guthric, Boyd Neel, Tanya Moiseiwitsch. Clarke Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $4.50. 
1955. 23°5 cm. 178 pages. $5 illustrations (15 in colour). 

Here is the third of the annual volumes that have proved such a happy adjunct to 

the Canadian Shakespearean Festival. In concept it differs from its predecessors, 

although outwardly it has the same artistic lavishness in format and illustration, 

Dr. Guthrie and Miss Moiseiwitsch provide an account of the production of Oedipus 

Rex. Dr. Boyd Neel describes the season’s innovation, the Music Festival, and Miss 

Moiseiwitsch’s designs for the costumes make up the illustrations. The main 

contributor is Robertson Davies, who writes a commentary on the season’s plays 

and a chapter on the style of acting at Stratford. His comments are more critical than 
before, but it is good and intelligible criticism. All in all, this is a happy and optimistic 

record of a season. (792-92) 


LABANOTATION. The System for Recording Movement. Ann Hutchinson. 
Phoenix House, 25s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 288 pages. Text figures drawn by D. Anderson. 
Notation examples drawn by Marian van Loen. Alphabet of basic symbols. 
Glossary of supplementary symbols. Index. 

This is the full basic exposition, published and copyrighted in America in 1954, 

of the method of dance and other movement notation systematised by the New York 

Dance Notation Bureau Inc., whose President is Ann Hutchinson. It is a stabilisation 

of the pioneer work done by Rudolf Laban and variously developed by many hands, 

and enables—granted care, application, analytical intelligence and good draughtsman- 
ship—a readable record to be printed of almost every aspect of technically complicated 
and expressive pieces of choreography. A later volume is promised to provide 
detailed treatment of the problems discussed briefly in part two, ‘Subtleties of 
Movement’. (793-3) 


Sports and Games 

CHESS AND CHESSMASTERS. Gideon Stahlberg. Translated from 
the Swedish and edited by H. Golombek. Bell, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 140 pages. 
Diagrams. Indexes. 

These studies of the styles of the great chessmasters of modern times from Lasker to 

the present younger school of Russian players have been well translated from the 

revised and enlarged ‘edition (1952) of a book first published in Sweden in 1937. 

The studies are illustrated by a selection of games played by the masters in champion- 

ships and tournaments, and the translator has added a section on Stahlberg himself, 

who is generally recognised as one of the strongest players in Sweden. (79471) 


THE GAME OF CRICKET. Illustrated by a- Series of Pictures in the 
Museum of The Marylebone Cricket Club principally from the Collection of 
the late Sir Jeremiah Colman. Introductory Essay by Sir Norman Birkett. Notes on 
the Illustrations by Diana Rait Kerr. Batsford, 25s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 144 pages. 
34 illustrations (17 coloured). Index. 

A very handsome volume of cricket pictures, some of them being of considerable 

historical interest, with an excellent essay on cricket history and literature by Sir 

Norman Birkett, who is a rare enthusiast for the game and a collector of books on it. 

The Librarian to the Marylebone Cricket Club was mainly responsible for the 

selection of the illustrations, which range from eighteenth century drawings and 

engravings by Paul Sandby and Francis Hayman to a 1953 water colour drawing by 
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Dennis Flanders, and has provided useful notes on them. The more modern 
representations, although of considerable interest, do not bear comparison with the 
delightful paintings and engravings of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 


(796-3) 


‘THE TWINS’ ON TABLE TENNIS. Diane and Rosalind Rowe. 
Edited by Kenneth Wheeler. Nicholas Kaye, 8s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 120 pages. 
32 photographs. 35 drawings. 

The famous English ‘Twins’ of championship table tennis, winners of the World 

Doubles title in 1954, have not confined themselves to text-book instruction but have 

described many of their world tours and the matches in which they have played. 

One chapter is devoted to interesting sketches of some of the personalities in this 

popular game and the laws of table tennis are given in an appendix. (796-34) 


ALL OUT FOR THE MILE. A History of the Mile Race, 1864-1955. 
George Smith. Introduction by John Paul Jones. Medical opinion by Dr. J. V. G. A. 
Durnin. Forbes Robertson, 15s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 208 pages. 16 photographs. Tables. 

Now that the mile has been run in less than four minutes by five athletes of the present 

time, the race over this distance has aroused very general interest. This history 

therefore comes at an opportune time and the author has vividly reconstructed most 
of the great races during the past one hundred years, and has dealt briefly, but 

adequately, with the careers of many of the runners. (796.4) 


THE MOUNTAIN WORLD, 1055. Edited by Malcolm Barnes. 
Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 222 pages. 56 photographs. 12 maps. 
This annual maintains its high standard for reading matter, illustrations and 
production. Once again the Himalaya predominate, the main feature being the 
successful first ascent of K2 (28,250 ft.) by the Italians. Then comes the 26,000 ft. 
Cho Oyu, while mountains in other parts of the world, such as Turkey, South 
America and Ethiopia, are also included. The book starts with a scholarly article on 
Mountain Writing by Winthrop Young. (796-52) 


ASCENT OF K-2. Ardito Desio. Translated from the Italian by David 
Moore. Elek Books, 21s. 1955. 23 cm. 240 pages. Numerous photographs. Diagram. 
2 maps. Table. Chronology. 
K-2, situated in the Karakoram, at an altitude of over 28,000 ft., is the next highest 
mountain to Everest itself. Between 1902 and the successful Italian Expedition of 
1954, described in this book, five separate attempts had been made on the peak. 
K-2 is, in fact, a difficult mountain judged by any standards, without regard to its 
altitude. Professor Desio, the leader, a geologist as well as a mountaineer, describes 
step by step how success was achieved. It makes a fine story—particularly the account 
of how two of the mountaineers made the final assault. Their oxygen supply ran out, 
but they were able to climb the last few hundred feet without its assistance. They were 
extremely lucky to get back alive from the summit to camp VIII at 25,400 ft. in the 
darkness. Anyone interested in mountain adventure at its best will appreciate this 
book. (796-52) 


THE WORLD’S SHOW JUMPERS. Pamela  Macgregor-Morris. 
Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1955. Obl. 19 cm. 222 pages. 107 photographs. 

Televised horse shows and gymkhanas and the development of pony clubs for young 

people have probably been mainly responsible for the very great interest now shown 
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in show jumping. This handy pocket book provides a generously illustrated and 
concisely written record of the pick of the world’s jumpers, and although over half 
of the book is devoted to horses of British and Irish origin, many other countries are 
well represented. Details of the pedigree, characteristics, ownership, riders and 
achievement of each horse are given with each photograph. (798-2) 


GREAT HORSES OF THE YEAR, 1955-56. Baron and Clive Graham. 
MacGibbon & Kee, 21s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 128 pages. Numerous photographs (1 in 
colour). 

For the second year in succession, a famous photographer and a horse-racing 

commentator have combined to produce a detailed record, profusely illustrated, of 

the big racing occasions of 1955 in Britain and of the personalities and famous horses 
taking part in this sport. It is both a gift book for the horse-lover and a record of the 
form shown by the outstanding horses, including the most promising two-year-olds 

and yearlings. (798-4) 


TROUT AT TAUPO. O. S. Hintz. Reinhardt, 25s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
196 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 12 photographs. Drawings in text by Gordon 
Minhinnick. Map. 

The great lake of Taupo in the centre of the North Island of New Zealand is one of 

the most famous single trout fisheries in the world. In these deep waters the rainbow 

and brown trout grow to maturity and make their spawning runs into the rivers and 
streams that enter the lake. This book, in which angling anecdotes are happily blended 
with picturesque Maori legends, will delight fishermen all over the world and will 
probably fill with envy those anglers whose experience has been confined to the 
streams and rivers of northern countries. (799-1) 


JUST ELEPHANTS. William Bazé. Translated from the French by H. M. 
Burton. Elek Books, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 244 pages. 46 photographs. Drawings in 
text by Paul Wyeth. Map. 

The author, whose book is well translated, is the French ‘Elephant Bill’. It is the 

product of forty years’ experience in the Indo-Chinese jungle, latterly as chief 

elephant keeper and tamer to the Emporer Bao Dai. The habitat and habits of wild 
elephants; methods of capturing them and breaking them in; the customs and 
superstitions of the Vietnamese who handle them; adventures while hunting them 
and when using them in hunting—these and many other things are vividly described 
with intimate knowledge, affection and humour. The result is extremely interesting 
and entertaining. (799-2761) 


LITERATURE 
English Literature 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Vol. IIL 
Blake to Bernard Shaw. A. C. Ward. Longmans, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 338 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (4 in colour) collected by Elizabeth Williams. Notes to the 
illustrations. Index. 
This last volume of Mr. Ward’s history is every whit as good as its predecessors. Like 
them, it aims at making a pleasure of study and is intended primarily for the intelli- 
gent reader who reads for enjoyment and wants a clear, concise picture of the 
variety and development in English literature during the past 150 years. The volume 
starts with the death of Samuel Johnson in 1784, and ends in 1950 with the death of 
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George Bernard Shaw. Mr. Ward writes authoritatively and forcefully, making no 
secret of his likes or dislikes. He has, at the same time, the gift of making his 
enthusiasms infectious and the result is a valuable, instructive, and wholly enjoyable 
book. The illustrations are on the same high level. All are good and some are wholly 
delightful. (820-9) 


English Poetry 


LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH POETS. THE SPIRIT OF THE 
AGE: or Contemporary Portraits. William Hazlitt. Introduction by A. R. 
Waller. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 378 pages. Bibliographical note. Index. 
(Everyman's Library) 

Two of the most important works of one of the greatest English literary critics, who 

was also a master of prose style, The numerous writers discussed include not only 

Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, Swift and Pope, but many whom Hazlitt 

(1778-1830) knew personally: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Leigh Hunt and 

Charles Lamb among them. (821-004) 


INTERPRETATIONS. Essays on twelve English poems. Edited by John Wain. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 254 pages. 
A series of twelve essays by a number of young critics, each contributor examining 
a single English poem at length. The poems range from Shakespeare to T. S. Eliot 
and the studies of them offer an impressive demonstration of the method of close 
practical analysis pioneered by Dr. I. A. Richards and Mr. Robert Graves. Its special 
virtue is the capacity for self-discipline and self-effacement on the critic’s part, its vice 
a weakness for over-ingenuity for its own sake. Mr. Wain himself writes an essay of 
admirable balance on Yeats and the general standard is high, but not all the essays 
escape a certain heaviness of treatment. (821-004) 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. Edmund Spenser. Introduction by J. W. Hales. 
Reprint. 2 vols. Dent, 7s. each. 1955. 18-5 cm. $20 : 486 pages. Bibliography in 
Vol. 1; Glossary in Vol. 2. (Everyman's Library) 

A very convenient and readable edition, in the original spelling, a reprint in larger 

format of the edition issued in this series in 1910. Spenser’s famous poem, first 

published in two parts in 1590 and 1596, is a long narrative, written in the elaborate 
rhyming stanza which he invented and established in English poetry. Meandering and 
monotonous as much of it is and distracted by political allegories which now partly 
defy explanation, its incidental poetic beauties are so many that it has kept a high place 


in English literature and in the affections of all readers who have once succumbed to 
its charm. (821-3) 


THE SHIELD OF ACHILLES. W. H. Auden. Faber, t10s.6d. 1955. 
22 cm. 80 pages. 

Here is a curious assembly of the trivial and the significant. The overall make-up of 

the volume is lightweight—bits of coterie gossip, intellectual smart-set entertainments, 

highbrow hokum. But mixed with these are a delightfully gay ballad, a lyric in 

Mr. Auden’s best offhand yet dead-on-the-target manner, and a few serious (but not 

grave) poems of some profundity. These give the book value. (821-9) 
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THE SCALE OF THINGS. Poems by Patric Dickinson. Chatto & Windus, 
7s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 40 pages. 

Mr. Dickinson is a meditative poet. Small happenings in his domestic life, incidents 

in nature, objects seen, serve him as a source from which to draw his essence of 

wisdom. He is a moralist who is not ‘goody-goody’, a didactician who is not dull. 

A new trend in his work is displayed in the group of satirical poems: these—mostly 

directed at fellow-poets and critics—are often witty and very much to the point. 
(821-9) 


THE FLITTING. Selected Poems. J. C. Grant. Chatto & Windus, 7s.6d. 
19§§. 22 cm. 38 pages. 
Mr. Grant is not a young man, since he was publishing poems in 1929. This selection 
from his work reveals skill—and a talent that is uncertain. Some poems exhibit the 
manner of Padraic Colum and Joseph Campbell, others of such ‘picture poets’ as 
W. R. Rodgers and Laurie Lee, others again of such poets of ‘subconscious inspiration’ 
as Dylan Thomas and George Barker. The genuine talent reveals itself in the 
impressionist poems of rural landscape. These are rich in acute observation of natural 
phenomena and in original metaphor, and provide true poetic excitement and 
pleasure. (821-9) 


THE WANDERING ISLANDS. A. D. Hope. Edwards & Shaw (Sydney, 
Australia), 158. 1955. 25°5 cm. 74 pages. 
With the publication of his first book of poems, A. D. Hope, Professor of English 
at Canberra University College, is revealed as a mature artist. This book of witty and 
satiric poems, often frightening with nightmare realism, is essentially modernistic in 
approach, but, technically, Hope is not an innovator. He writes, for the most part, 
in traditional verse forms with a richness of language and imagery that is drawn 
from a wide literary background. His satiric aloofness often veils the human and 
emotional thought which is becoming more evident in his later work and places him 
among the foremost poets. (821-9A) 
A. E. HOUSMAN. Ian Scott-Kilvert. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 
1955. 21°§ cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
Housman was a poet thought by many to be the best of his time, a scholar whose 
textual criticism of classical texts won international fame, and a puzzling, abnormally 
reserved, and unhappy man. The poetry is so full of the unhappiness that the critic 
cannot ignore the problem of the man. Mr. Scott-Kilvert does not evade it in his 
excellent short study, but properly his main attention goes to the poetry and the 
scholarship. His assessment of the poetry is fair. Housman “has suffered to some extent 
the fate of a minor poet thrust by popularity into the role of a major one’, his chief 
limitation being an arrested emotional development. But the sweet and astringent 
verse, poignant and ironical, of A Shropshire Lad and Last Poems will continue to count 
among the best of the ‘minor flights’. (821-9) 


A WAY OF LOOKING. Poems. Elizabeth Jennings. Deutsch, 8s.6d. 1955. 
22 cm. $6 pages. 

Miss Jennings’ subject is reality. She is occupied in discovering its nature by exploring 

the relation between subjective perception and objective fact, an exploration which 

leads her naturally to a consideration of the problem of communication of one with 
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the other. Her metaphysical poems are not, however (as might be supposed), cerebral 
or abstract, but are—in content—clear and full of feeling and—in form—beautifully 
shaped. Her poems are moving because her speculations are clothed in symbolism 
drawn from everyday experience, and are pleasurable because of their careful metrical 
craftsmanship. (821-9) 


MOON’S FARM and poems mostly elegiac. Herbert Read. Faber, 10s.6d. 
1955. 22 cm. 78 pages. 
In past collections of verse Sir Herbert Read has often surprised his readers by 
inserting a poem of simple passionate statement into the middle of a series of 
contrived pieces that have the static quality of stylised murals. His new book is no 
exception. Most of the poems are attempts to turn verbal into pictorial art-—not very 
interesting exercises: but two, “The Gold Disc’ and ‘Moon’s Farm’ (a dialogue for 
three voices broadcast by the B.B.C.) are utterances from the heart of the poet, 
sincere expressions of his personal experiences and emotions. They irrigate a somewhat 
arid volume. (821-9) 


English Drama 


EDWARD II. Christopher Marlowe. Edited by H. B. Charlton and R. D. 
Waller. 2nd edition revised by F. N. Lees. Methuen, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 254 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Works and Life of Christopher Marlowe) 

The present volume corresponds very largely to the original Charlton and Waller 

edition of 1933. The reviser has added a short chapter summarising the contributions 

of modern scholarship over the last twenty years to the play and bringing the 
bibliography up to date. Despite the interest of contemporary criticism in Elizabethan 
political theory and notions of kingship, the play must still be judged as a study of 
individuals rather than of political forces. The consensus of modern scholarship still 
supports the editors’ original view that this is the latest of Marlowe’s plays. (822-3) 


JAMES BRIDIE AND HIS THEATRE. A study of James Bridie’s 
personality, his stage plays and his work for the foundation of a Scottish National 
Theatre. Winifred Bannister. Rockliff, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 274 pages. 33 illust- 
rations. Indexes. 

Eric Linklater, himself a playwright and a close friend of James Bridie (Dr. Osborne 

Henry Mavor, 1888-1951), introduces this first assessment in book form of Scotland’s 

most considerable dramatist of the last two decades. Mrs. Bannister, devoting most 

of her book to ‘an impression of James Bridie in the realm of the theatre’, analyses 

each play and gives an account of its performance and reception. A critic and a 

playwright herself, she writes with both discernment and affection, and her assembling 

of other critics’ views, in addition to her own often exciting and provocative ones, 
does much towards solving the riddle of a fine dramatist who yet never quite achieved 

a masterpiece. The book has a short introductory section on Bridie as ‘Man and Boy’ 

and closes with an account of the Scottish theatre. (822-9) 


Welsh Literature 


A HISTORY OF WELSH LITERATURE. Thomas Parry. Translated 
from the Welsh by H. Idris Bell. Oxford University Press, 50s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
546 pages. Bibliographical notes. Indexes. 

This translation is as much a landmark in Welsh literary history as was the publication, 

in 1944, of its original, which gave Welsh readers, for the first time, a detailed and 
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scholarly survey of the literature of Wales from the 6th to the end of the roth century. 
Idris Bell’s translation now does the same service for other readers. It has been 
roduced in consultation with Dr. Parry, with the benefit of his later researches, and 
asa up to date with an appendix, by the translator, on the 20th century, covering 
the remarkable literary revival that has taken place in Wales during the past fifty 
years. This book is an authoritative survey, admirably written and presented, of the 
full range of Welsh literature with explanatory material, both in the body of the text 
and in footnotes, for the reader in English. It is likely to prove a revelation to many. 


(891-6609) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Geography Travel Description 
THE JOURNALS OF CAPTAIN JAMES COOK ON _ HIS 
VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY. Vol. 1. The Voyage of the Endeavour, 
1768-1771. Edited by J. C. Beaglehole. Cambridge University Press for the Hakluyt 
Society, 80s. 1955. 25 cm. 934 pages. Numerous illustrations (1 in colour). Maps. 
Index. PORTFOLIO of 88 charts and views, edited by R. A. Skelton, sos. 
Aided by the generosity of the New Zealand Government, the Pilgrim Trust and 
others, the Hakluyt Society is now in process of issuing the texts of Cook’s Journals 
covering his three great voyages of circumnavigation. They will be under the general 
editorship of Dr. J. C. Beaglehole, of Victoria University College, Wellington, 
New Zealand. Vol. 1 covers the first voyage, during the course of which Cook 
charted New Zealand. Three other volumes will follow during the course of the 
next three years. Dr. Beaglehole’s editing is a masterpiece of erudition and thorough- 
ness. Astonishing as it is that there has never before been an authentic edition of the 
Journals of the greatest explorer Britain has ever produced, the lack is being made 
good in what is likely to be one of the outstanding works of geographical scholarship 
of the present century. The portfolio, edited by the Superintendent of the Map Room 
at the British Museum, covers all four volumes. (910-4) 


THE MOUNTAINS OF IRELAND. D. D. C. Pochin Mould. Batsford, 
21S. 1955. 23 cm. 160 pages. 48 photographs. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
The author, from her extensive acquaintance with the mountains of Ireland, has 
written a pleasant book for those who share her enthusiasms. It is not intended for the 
expert mountaineer, but for the hill walker who is at least as interested in his 
surroundings as he is in reaching a summit. She examines, a little summarily perhaps, 
the relation of mountain character to geology, pays particular attention to the Celtic 
names and their meanings, and reflects upon the role of the mountains in Irish history, 
in addition to providing information on routes and view points. The illustrations are 
varied in subject; if they do not convey atmosphere or colour, this deficiency is to 
a considerable extent made good by the author’s text. (91415) 


COUNTRY LIFE PICTURE BOOK OF BRITAIN. Vols. 1, 2 
and 3. Country Life, 30s. 1955. 29°5 cm. 12 pages of text. 257 pages of photographs. 
3 maps. 

A welcome amalgamation of three popular picture books, bringing before the reader, 

in excellent photographs, Britain’s great houses, churches, castles, cottages, coast, 

countryside, mountains, towns and villages. It is both a happy reminder of and a 

good introduction to the beauty, variety and interest of the land in general. (914-2) 
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THE SOLWAY FIRTH. Brian Blake. Hale, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 240 pages. 
25 photographs by J. Allan Cash. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Regional Books) 
This, ‘the first comprehensive survey of the Solway’, is concerned with the great 
Border estuary between England and Scotland, and with its coasts from St. Bees 
Head to the Rhinns of Galloway, pivoting on Carlisle and including the ports, now 
in part silted up, of Whitehaven, Workington, Maryport, Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, 
and Wigtown. Chapters are devoted to the perilous estuary itself, to the geology, 
archaeology, and history of the area (these treated in considerable detail), and to its 
natural history, agriculture, fisheries, and industry, ending with an account of a 
recent tour of the district. Mr. Cash’s photographs are exceptionally good. (914-2) 


LANDS OF ALADDIN. Hakon Mielche. Translated from the Danish by 
M. A. Michael. Hodge, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 250 pages. 21 photographs in colour and 
marginal drawings by the author. 

We travel on Mr. Mielche’s magic carpet from the oil fields of the Persian Gulf and 

Iraq to the end of the pipeline on the Mediterranean, with a brief journey to 

Pennsylvania in 1859 for the first oil drilling. We are wafted between the Middle 

East past and present with rapidity and are surprised that so few names and facts are 

out of focus. The translation reads admirably, the coloured illustrations are excellent 

and some of the marginal illustrations amusing and helpful. The writer has at times 
clearly understood the changeless East in the contrast of Cadillac modernism and 

traditional custom. (915-3) 


EARLY TRAVELLERS IN THE CANADAS, 1791-1867. Selected 
and edited with an introduction by Gerald M. Craig. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), 
$5.00. 1955. 22 cm. 336 pages. 8 plates. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a tourist picture of the two Canadas, Upper and Lower, in the nineteenth 

century. It consists of excerpts from the writings of more than thirty early visitors. 

Each excerpt is preceded by an introduction containing biographical and biblio- 

graphical material on the authors, among whom are Anthony Trollope, Anna 

Jameson and John Howison. Politics, religion, social life and economics as well as 

sports and literature are all commented upon by one writer or another. Most of the 

visitors wrote to shed light on the provinces as a field for emigration and the opinions 

expressed are both varied and diverting. (917-1) 


THE ANTARCTIC CHALLENGED. Admiral Lord Mountevans. 
Staples Press, 16s. 1955. 22 cm. 192 pages. 24 illustrations. Endpaper map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who accompanied Captain Scott’s last Antarctic expedition, is well 

qualified to trace the history of Antarctic exploration from the days of Captain Cook 

and the early sealers to the Norwegian-British-Swedish expedition of 1949/52 and 

Admiral Byrd’s famous air reconnaissances. He describes all these, and the earlier 

expeditions, Scott’s, Amundsen’s, Shackleton’s and Mawson’s, summarising their 

achievements and quoting largely from the published accounts of each. His own 
linking narrative, describing the geography and climatic conditions, is clear and 
concise. Excellently illustrated, the book provides a useful introduction to the subject 

and its splendid literature. (919-9) 


Biography 

LANDFALL AT SUNSET. The Life of a Contented Sailor. David Bone. 
Duckworth, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 224 pages. 25 illustrations. 

Retiring as senior captain of the Anchor Line, Sir David Bone began as an apprentice 
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in sail, Coming of a family of Scots, most of them gifted cither as writers or 
draughtsmen, Sir David was himself tempted to take to the pen for a living, but was 
dissuaded from so doing by no less a man than Conrad. The sea gave him an 
honourable career, and as he was also blessed in his private life, he can look back on a 
remarkable span, the outline of which he has here set down with an attractive felicity 
of expression. (92) 


BOSWELL ON THE GRAND TOUR. Italy, Corsica and France, 
1765-1766. Edited by Frank Brady and Frederick A. Pottle. Heinemann, 25s. 1955. 
24 cm. 414 pages. 8 plates. Endpaper maps. Index. (The Yale Editions of the Private 
Papers of James Boswell) 

The Boswell Papers are appearing in two series: a ‘research’ edition for the scholar, 

and a ‘trade’ edition designed for the general reader, containing all the annotation 

he is ever likely to need. This volume, the fifth in the ‘trade’ series, covers Boswell’s 
travels in Italy, Corsica and France, and—as one would expect—he devotes no little 
space to amorous adventure, recorded with his usual lack of reticence. But Boswell 
was also genuinely concerned with all that went on around him and his papers 
abound in pictures of the customs and conversations of the extraordinarily varied 
people he met. This volume is especially interesting in that it contains the account 
of his time in Corsica, which made a profound and lasting impression on his mercurial 
mind. A first-rate, scholarly production, admirably presented and excellently printed. 


(92) 


LORD CREWE, 1858-1945. The Likeness of a Liberal. James Pope- 
Hennessy. Constable, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. 7 illustrations. Index. 
In writing this account of the late Marquess of Crewe, to which Lady Crewe has 
contributed a foreword, the author has drawn upon a great mass of private and 
official papers. The work is thus an authoritative history, as well as a very readable 
personal record, covering a long and eventful period: Lord Crewe served under five 
sovereigns, and in the course of his career held the offices of Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Lord President of the Council and Secretary of State for India. (92) 


REMINISCENCES by the Marchioness Curzon of Kedleston. Hutchinson, 21s. 
1955. 23°5 cm. 256 pages. 37 illustrations (1 in colour). Index. 
These reminiscences, concerned mainly with the decade between the author’s first 
meeting with Lord Curzon and his death in 1925, recall her enjoyment of the sun- 
shine of royal favour; of the homage of great men to a reigning beauty; of the 
possession of princely houses and the pleasure of entertaining distinguished people 
splendidly in them; and of other concomitants of graceful living. The book also throws 
light on Lord Curzon’s character; and in the many letters from him which it contains 
there is an abundance of forthright comment on men and events in public life. (92) 


THE WORLD THAT FRED MADE. An Autobiography. Bernard 
Darwin. Chatto & Windus, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 12 illustrations. Index. 
This is a delightful book, for Mr. Darwin’s renown as Golf Correspondent of 
The Times and Country Life is matched by his skill as an essayist and, like all good 
essayists, he writes best about the things that arouse his enthusiasm. Golf naturally 
plays a part in these memoirs, but not the only part, and one does not need to be a 
golfer to enjoy them. Mr. Darwin’s memories take the reader back to a more spacious 
time, when families were larger, children more dutiful and servants easier to find. 


130 












i a | 


—-F or ee Oe FP OM eH + 








EY PTT 














He writes of his childhood days, of his time at Eton and Cambridge, his ‘flirtations 
with the Law’ and, of course, sport. And he makes it all sound enchanting. This is a 
‘readable’ book in every sense of the word. (92) 


ST. DUNSTAN OF CANTERBURY. A Study of Monastic Reform 
in the Tenth Century. Eleanor Shipley Duckett. Collins, 21s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 
262 pages. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Duckett, whose erudite studies of Anglo-Saxon saints and scholars are 

deservedly well known here, provides a notable biography of Saint Dunstan who, 

during the turbulent years of the tenth century, exercised a dominant influence on 

Church and State. His life and work are described against the background of the 

period and two chapters are added on Atthelwold of Winchester and Oswald of 

Worcester, his fellow-workers in the gigantic tasks which he undertook. A general 

picture is given of monastic reform in the tenth century, and in an arresting chapter 

on ‘Regularis Concordia’ the author depicts the part St. Dunstan and his friends 
played in introducing uniformity into the varying customs of English Benedictines 
by compiling one code which conformed to the Benedictine pattern yet allowed for 

English tradition and the needs of changing times. Based on extensive research, the 

book is attractively written and admirably produced. (92) 





SAINT JOHN FISHER. E. E. Reynolds. Burns & Oates, 25s. 1955. 
22 cm. 324 pages. 9 plates. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
Since Father Bridgett’s Blessed John Fisher (1888) no full-scale biography of Fisher has 
been published. Although it was a pioneer work and based on primary sources, the 
author reminds us that other material has become accessible and excellent use of it 
is made in this outstanding work, which bears the marks of competence and 
sympathetic understanding. Copies of three of Fisher’s sermons, the text of a long 
prayer and the Rochester Registers which give valuable information about the 
administration of the diocese during Fisher’s episcopacy shed a revealing light on 
the character of the English saint who refused to take the oath acknowledging Henry 
VIII's supremacy and was beheaded. The book is well annotated and the author, who 
writes with admirable clarity, is obviously conversant with the historical research on 
the period made during the past half century. (92) 


GRIMALDI: KING OF CLOWNS. Richard Findlater. MacGibbon & 
Kee, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 240 pages. 19 illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
The author faced a difficult task in writing this biography. He does not go beyond 
the known facts, which he has gone far to seek and verify, but the material on which he 
has had to build is scarce and distorted. Almost the only direct source is The Memoirs 
of Joseph Grimaldi (1838), ‘the most disappointing and inaccurate reminiscences in our 
theatrical literature’, as he states. But the subject is a great one, the story of England’s 
most famous clown (1778-1837) and the founder of a dynasty, and Richard Findlater 
has achieved an exciting, full and well-documented volume. In addition to a vivid 
portrayal of Grimaldi, whose life was so often near to tragedy, and of his tragic son, 
the author’s background story of the pantomimes, harlequinades and theatres of the 
time is in itself fascinating. (92) 


LAMP ON THE SNOW. Mary E. Hope. Angus & Robertson, 12s.6d. 
19$5. 20-5 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations by J. P. L. Kickhefer. 

The village of Granite Springs in the Canadian North boasts of a cottage hospital 

with paraffin lamps and a wood-burning stove, and here a young nurse, straight 
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from her city training, learns that there is a great deal more to her profession than 
tending the sick. Her work combines nursing with the functions of a midwife, 
health officer, social worker, and even undertaker, and it takes her to many outlying 
districts of a beautiful and unspoilt countryside. Miss Hope’s story is a straightforward 
account of a busy and happy life among people and conditions which call for 
resourcefulness, self-reliance and inventiveness and it is these qualities in her narrative 
which make it attractive and satisfying reading. (92) 


ADVENTURES OF A CAMERAMAN. Wallace Kirkland. Macmillan, 
21S. 1955. 22°5 cm. 288 pages. 16 photographs. 
The author, who was born in Jamaica of British parentage, describes in this book 
his more interesting assignments for the American magazine, Life, on which he has 
been a staff photographer for fifteen years. There are chapters on prairie dogs, moose, 
the turtles of the Florida keys, pond life, dragon-flies, ant-lions, life on an lowa farm, 
and the author’s pa boyhood. The photographs, as one would expect, are 
first-class, but perhaps the book’s chief interest is the cross-section it provides of the 
American way of life, vividly and humorously described. (92) 


THE GREAT RABBI LOEW OF PRAGUE. His Life and Work and 
the Legend of the Golem, with extracts from his writings and a collection of the 
old legends. Frederic Theiberger. Translated from the German. East and West 
Library, 15s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 184 pages. Chronology. Bibliography. 

Here is a picture of an outstanding figure in sixteenth century middle-European 

Jewry. Liwa ben Bezalel (1512-1609) was a great organiser, expounder, teacher and 

writer, a scholar and a thinker. The known facts of his life are here set against the 

historical background, both general and Jewish. His teaching, a combination of 
mysticism with realism, is outlined and exemplified in extracts from his writings. 

The legends that have gathered round him are recounted, particularly the late Golem 

legend that he could transform and give life to a clay figure. This interesting book 

affords the modern reader an insight into the theological and human problems faced 

by Jews in a great centre of Judaism. (92) 


JUDAH L. MAGNES. A Biography of the first Chancellor and first 
President of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Norman Bentwich. East and 
West Library, 30s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 340 pages. 20 illustrations. Glossary. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Dr. Magnes liked to compare himself with the prophet Jeremiah and it is a just 

evaluation: as a rabbi in America, as an outspoken pacifist in the First World War 

and as a protagonist of close and friendly relations between Jews and Arabs, he was 
generally opposed to the majority opinion; equally unpopular in some circles was his 
view of Zionism as a non-political movement. His constant concern was with the 
eternal, spiritual values; he would have wished no finer memorial than the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem, of which he was the first, great Chancellor. Professor 

Bentwich was in close touch with Dr. Magnes for nearly twenty-five years. He has, 

however, dealt objectively with his material, and gives a good, if somewhat flat, 

account of Magnes's life, drawing freely on his published and unpublished writings. 
(92) 


SHOOT FIRST! Assignments of a Newsreel Cameraman. Ronnie Noble. 
Harrap, 15s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 272 pages. 34 photographs. 
Ronnie Noble’s career has been divided between work for cinema and television 
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newsreels. His job has been mainly that of a camera-reporter working on his own, 
often on warfronts in every part of the world. Like a newspaper correspondent, he 
has been responsible for finding, developing and then covering with his camera the 
‘stories’ which make the news. His book is a lively, if sometimes repetitive, account of 
this life of arduous assignments. It is of special interest when the field of his operations 
proves unusual, or when he describes the methods used by the commercial newsreel 
companies to poach on one another’s exclusive coverages. (92) 


I CAN JUMP PUDDLES. Alan Marshall. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia), 
18s.9d. 1955. 232 pages. Illustrations by Alison Forbes. 
Alan Marshall, well known in Australia for his light and humorous sketches, is a 
cripple, who in this book tells the story of his boyhood in a small country town from 
the time infantile paralysis struck, curving his back and making his legs useless, to the 
time he left school to become a writer in Melbourne. It is an extremely interesting 
study of the adjustment of a boy and his parents to his disabilities, and is also a 
penetrating picture, lightened by considerable humour, of Victorian country life 
early in this century. (92) 


ADVENTURE ROAD. E. Alexander Powell. Cape, 21s. 1955. 23 cm. 
312 pages. 
Mr. Powell has had an adventurous and varied career, and in these pages he recalls 
some of his more notable experiences. Early this century he began as a free lance 
journalist, served for a time in the U.S. consular service, then launched out as a special 
correspondent and travel writer. His reminiscences include the deposition of Abdul 
Hamid, and the first air raid on a city—the Zeppelin attack on Antwerp (this was one 
of his biggest scoops). He has stories to relate of many of the international figures of 
his time. All this he recounts deftly with a practised pen. If there are no ‘revelations’, 
and he does not probe very deeply, his book is always readable and holds the reader’s 
attention throughout, for the unexpected is always turning up. (92) 


MY DEAREST SOPHIE. Letters from Egerton Ryerson to his daughter. 
Edited by C. B. Sissons. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1955. 23°5 cm. 
350 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 15 plates. 1 map. 

The Rev. Egerton Ryerson’s public career had a lasting influence on both education 

and Methodism in Ontario. Little was known about his family life, however, until 

these letters to his only daughter, married and living in London, Ontario, were found 
in an old barn. They show a stern but indulgent Victorian parent, interested in a wide 
variety of secular activities. They cover the period from 1860 to 1881, and are valuable 
for their insight both into Ryerson’s character and into the general life of the times. 
Dr. C. B. Sissons, the author of Ryerson’s definitive biography, has contributed an 
introduction and footnotes. (92) 


LETTERS FROM MADAME LA MARQUISE DE S&VIGNE. 
Selected, translated from the French and introduced by Violet Hammersley. 
Preface by W. Somerset Maugham. Secker & Warburg, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 390 pages. 
5 illustrations. Indexes. 

This is an admirable introduction to a woman whose place amongst the world’s 

great letter writers is assured. The sustained devotion of Mme. Sévigné to her daughter 

led her, over a period of some eleven years, to write to her regularly twice a week, 
thereby producing a mirror of French aristocratic life in the seventeenth century. 
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But it is the vivacity of her style which is her real passport to fame. Mrs. Hammersley 
is to be congratulated on the skill with which she has carried through a very difficult 
task. Selecting about one-eighth of the letters in the French text, she has managed to 
convey a lively impression of the matter and methods of the letter writer. And what 
is more important, she has captured the spirit of the French original in her scholarly 
and spirited translation. ; (92) 
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY: Representative Elizabethan. His Life and Writings. 
Frederick S. Boas. Staples Press, 17s. 1955. 22 cm. 204 pages. Portrait frontispiece, 
Index of persons. 
A short but scholarly biography of the man who, by his death as in his life, represented 
most fully the Elizabethan ideal of the complete man. In his thirty years Sidney 
proved himself a chivalrous soldier, a courtier, a man of letters and a wooer who could 
immortalise his ideal in verse. Dr. Boas gives an interesting account of the recent 
discoveries concerning the older version of the Arcadia, and elsewhere he rates Sidney 
highly as a critic. The biographical chapters do not attempt a psychological portrait, 
but they are of real value for their careful reassessment of the conflicting accounts of 


his life. (92) 


THACKERAY: The Uses of Adversity, 1811-1846. Gordon N. Ray. Oxford 
University Press, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 556 pages. 24 illustrations. Genealogical table. 
Notes. Index. 

This book has been expected for a long time. Firstly, because it is the first ‘official’ 

biography to be published on Thackeray, with the full assistance of the family; 

secondly, because Professor Gordon Ray roused our expectations in his editing of the 

Letters and in his later pieces. He has fulfilled the promise of that work in this volume, 

which takes the life from the beginning (and all through the ancestors) to just after 

Vanity Fair. A second volume will complete the tale. The presentation of the material 

is at once scholarly and readable.’ Professor Ray’s wide and exact knowledge of the 

London book world in that interesting period is deployed to the fullest advantage. 

It is now clear that anyone who works on Thackeray must go to this book first. (92) 


THE MEMOIRS OF HARRY S. TRUMAN. Vol. 1. YEAR OF 
DECISIONS, 1945. Hodder & Stoughton, 30s. 1955. 23 cm. $42 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Index. 

These intensely interesting memoirs will be read, not only for the account they give 

of Mr. Truman’s promotion to, and activities in, the highest office in the American 

constitution, but also for the information they provide on world affairs. Mr. Truman 
felt it was his duty to put together these reflections, on the ground that a day-to-day 
account of the President’s activities could be of immense value to future historians 
and constitutional lawyers. This first volume is devoted to the events of his first year 
of office. There are many questions here calling for the notice of American politicians, 
about the working of their governmental machine, but there is also much important 
information about world affairs in a period which was, indeed, as the ex-President . 
says, a year of decisions. It deserves a place in every library of international affairs. (92) 


FIFTY TUMULTUOUS YEARS. Earl Winterton. Hutchinson, 21s. 
19$$. 23°5 cm. 232 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 


Earl Winterton was ‘Father’ of the House of Commons from 1943 to 1951, having 
been a Member continuously since 1904. Following the success of his earlier books of 
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reminiscences, Pre-War and Orders of the Day, he now draws further upon his 
memories to give a fascinating account of people and events of the last fifty years. 
He glances at many aspects of British life, showing the changes which have taken 
place in social customs, religion, sport, and so on, and also gives anecdotes from his 
travels in India and elsewhere. The book is lightly written and of popular appeal. (92) 


THE INTERNATIONAL WHO’S WHO, 1955. 19th edition. 
Europa Publications, 100s. 1955. 255 cm. 1,098 pages. 
Several hundred new entries have been added to this new and revised edition of an 
invaluable reference work. It provides brief biographical data (including published 
writings, musical compositions and works of art) about eminent men and women of 
all nations and in an astonishing range of occupations—academic, scientific, commer- 
cial, artistic, etc. The entries are based where possible on information supplied by the 
subjects themselves. Particulars are also included of the reigning royal families of 
the world. (920) 


World War II 


THE REGIMENT. Farley Mowat. MrClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), 
$5.00. 1955. 23°5 cm. 312 pages. 
Readers fond of accounts of military life and achievements will find this book 
satisfying and absorbing. It is a fine tale of the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment 
from its raw beginning at Aldershot on to action in Italy and France until the end of 
the war. It describes the training, mode of living, battle heroism and amusing features 
of 4,000 volunteers in a factual and unusually human style, with recordings of 
behaviour, thoughts and feclings and pungent snatches of conversation. The author 
joined as a private, was intelligence officer behind German lines on VE-Day, and 
captain on demobilisation. (9407541) 


A PENGUIN IN THE EYRIE. An R.A.P. Diary, 1939 to 1945. Hector 
Bolitho. Hutchinson, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 254 pages. 17 illustrations. 2 maps. Index. 
Mr. Bolitho first served in the Intelligence Department of the Air Ministry, and, in 
1942 and after, with Coastal Command. His diary covers the whole of World War Il 
except for a gap between January and September 1940 when his MS. was destroyed 
by bombing. Mr. Bolitho edited the R.A.F. Journal and, later, the secret intelligence 
review for Coastal Command, and his official duties enabled him to meet every kind 
of serving officer from the Chief of the Air Staff downwards. A skilled writer, 
Mr. Bolitho recaptures the mood of the war years with consistent success; and his 
flights with Coastal Command, engaged in their protracted struggle with the U-boat 
menace, had their moments of excitement and suspense. (940-544) 


NONE BUT THE BRAVE. The Story of ‘Shetlands’ Larsen. Frithjof 
Saelen. Translated from the Norwegian by Kate Austin Lund. Souvenir Press, 16s. 
1955. 22-5 cm. 238 pages. 12 photographs. Map. 

The young Norwegian sailor who is the subject of this book received a number of 

British decorations for gallantry. When Norway suffered defeat at the beginning 

of 1941, Leif Larsen managed to escape in a small boat to the Shetland Islands. He then 

underwent a series of war courses before making regular trips to his own country 
and back in a small fishing boat, in the course of which he carried out various 
dangerous duties, such as delivering arms to the resistance movement and bringing 
back refugees. On one occasion he even towed a midget submarine into Norwegian 
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waters with the object of sinking the Tirpitz, though unfortunately the attempt did 
not succeed. Such hazardous enterprises were naturally attended by many exciting 
adventures. This story of exceptional bravery is told in a direct and straightforward 
manner without embellishment. (940-548) 


Britain 
THE ULTIMATE VIKING. Eric Linklater. Macmillan, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
308 pages. 12 plates (including 4 maps). Bibliography. 

Mr. Linklater’s “Ultimate Viking’ is Sweyn Asleifsson, who helped to make Orcadian 
history and died fighting at Dublin in 1171. The book falls into two parts and the 
fact that Sweyn’s story occupies less than a quarter of it in no way detracts from its 
achievement. The first part summarises the history of Orkney from earliest times to 
the latter part of the 12th century and includes, with Sweyn, a host of other figures 
cast in the same heroic mould. The second develops the theme that Viking conduct, 
with its courage, brutality and contradictions, was essentially an effort to make an 
art of heroic living. The Ultimate Viking is an exciting, splendidly written book, 
with a wealth of detail and stirring episode handled so admirably that the main 
characters take on personality and palpable shape under the reader’s eye. (941) 


RICHARD THE THIRD. Paul Murray Kendall. Allen & Unwin, 305. 

1955. 24°5 cm. $14 pages. 6 plates. 6 maps. Genealogical table. Bibliography. Index. 
In this painstaking piece of research, the author has tried to do justice to one of the 
most perplexing kings in English history. He has re-examined the relevant sources, 
tried to break through the prejudices of earlier writers, and presents a sympathetic 
study of his subject. Yet the result is not wholly satisfactory. To some degree, the 
unyielding nature of the material is to blame—it is hard to re-create human personality 
from the scanty references at the biographer’s disposal—but something is due, also, 
to the author’s persistence in seeing problems in crude black and white, whereas 
much more sublety is needed in the interpretation of the period. On the crucial 
po. the murder of the young princes, he contributes nothing new. For him, as 
or earlier writers, it remains a grim enigma. Despite shortcomings, this is a useful 
survey. (942-044) 


STUDIES IN SOCIAL HISTORY. A Tribute to G. M. Trevelyan. 
Edited by J. H. Plumb. Longmans, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 304 pages. 18 illustrations. 
Map. Chronology. 10 genealogical tables. 3 statistical tables. 

Eight historians have combined, in this volume of essays on the social history of the 

last four centuries, to pay tribute, on his eighticth birthday, to the most widely read 

historian of today, Dr. G. M. Trevelyan. More than in their research for interesting 
matter, their tribute is most appreciative in their reflecting Trevelyan’s imaginative 
historical insight in reconstructing ‘the mosaic of the past’, and in achieving his aim 
of making historical writing literature. They show that what men thought and felt 
can be seen in their tastes in reading, in plays, art and furniture, in their work and 
their dwellings, their marriages into a particular class, their founding a family mansion 
or a political career, and in the status of women. The essays are remarkable for their 
neha ares literary skill and enthusiasm. (942-055) 


CHARLES I AND THE PURITAN UPHEAVAL. A Study of the 
Causes of the Great Migration. Allen French. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
436 pages. 7 plates. Bibliography. Index. 

An admirable example of the way in which an historian may illuminate even a well- 
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worked period by asking fresh questions. The author set out to answer the question: 
What were the conditions in England which drove thousands of people to New 
England during the reign of Charles I: The accepted answer has been based on the 
assumption that it was to escape religious persecution. In flat contradiction, some 
modern writers have devised the equally theoretical assumption that religion played 
no part in the ‘Great Migration’: it was undertaken purely for economic reasons. 
The late Allen French tested the evidence, and this scholarly study reveals that, while 
religion played a very large part, there were many other factors which have to be 
taken into account. The result is a book of profound interest for historians both of 
American and English history. (942-062) 


THE AGE OF EXTRAVAGANCE. An Edwardian Reader. Edited by 
Mary Elisabeth Edes and Dudley Frasier. Introduction by James Laver. Weidenfeld 
& Nicolson, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 350 pages. 35 period photographs selected by John 
Brown. Endpaper photograph. 

A prose anthology descriptive of a period in England that is fast slipping intolegend. 

The extravagance of the Edwardian era, its sense of being larger than life but 

something less natural, its determination—in spite of the march of events—to maintain 

the social whirl and hold on to splendour, are conveyed through extracts from 
essays, memoirs and character studies by twenty-seven writers, among them Somerset 

Maugham, E. F. Benson, Harold Nicholson, Victoria Sackville-West, Cecil Beaton 

and Osbert Lancaster. The introductory essay by James Laver is as delightful as it is 

acute. The Age of Extravagance is a picture, varied and charming, of an England that 

will not come again and a world that now seems oddly unreal. (942-082) 


GEOFFREY DAWSON AND OUR TIMES. John Evelyn Wrench. 
Foreword by the Earl of Halifax. Hutchinson, 30s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 488 pages. 
20 photographs. Index. 

Save for an interval between 1919 and 1922, Dawson was Editor of The Times, and 

thus in a position powerfully to influence public opinion, from 1912 to 1941. He was 

in the confidence of most of the British statesmen and other public figures of those 
momentous years, and had inside knowledge of the course of events over the whole 
period, which spanned the First World War, the negotiation of the Treaty of 

Versailles, the abdication of King Edward VIII, the rise of Hitler and the outbreak 

of the Second World War. This book, based on his voluminous personal diaries 

and papers, gives a fascinating account not only of how British policies and decisions 
were arrived at, but also of the characters and motives of the British personalities 

involved and of the interplay of factors which decided the attitude of The Times on a 

succession of great national and international issues. (942-083) 


Adriatic Sea 
THE ADRIATIC SEA. Harry Hodgkinson. Cape, 21s. 1955. 23-5 cm. 
256 pages. 16 plates. Endpaper map. 

A lively, informative and attractively written survey of its subject, based on many 
years’ personal experience and study. It is in two parts, historical and topographical. 
The former ranges widely and is not afraid of conjecture. The latter deals more with 
the eastern than with the western shore of the sea, and contains some good descriptive 
writing. There are interesting passages on, among other matters, Venetian govern- 
ment, naval operations during the Napoleonic wars, and Bari in the last war. The 
writer even manages to treat freshly such well-worn subjects as Venice and Dubrovnik. 
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Italy 
THE REBUILDING OF ITALY. Politics and Economics, 1945-1955. 
Muriel Grindrod. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 276 pages, 
Plate. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Italy has made a very remarkable economic and political recovery during the las 
ten years. Between the unification in 1870 and the advent of the Fascist regime in 
1922 there was little time to establish a sound Italian democratic parliamentary 
tradition, so when peace came in 1945 there was a shortage of experienced leaders 
and a choice had to be made between young untried men and those that remained 
of the pre-1922 period. Miss Grindrod, who is the editor of The World Today and 
author of The New Italy (1947), shows how a stable centre party government has been 
established. One section of her book deals with Italy’s position in the world and 
particularly with the Trieste question and another with economic and social problems 
including the development of the South. (945-092) 


Asia 
SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA. Guy Wint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 
222 pages. 3 maps. Chronology. Paper covers. (Penguin Special) 

The author, who is now a leader writer on the Manchester Guardian, first visited 
China in 1932. Since then he has spent long periods in Asia and written several books, 
notably The British in Asia. His latest book is a history of post-war Asia. The spread 
of nationalism from Europe to Asia has revolutionised the course of world affairs 
and we are shown also the way it has affected the lives of the ordinary people 
particularly in China. (950) 


Canada 
THE SASKATCHEWAN ICELANDERS. A Strand of the Canadian 
Fabric. Walter (Vladimar) Jacobson Lindal. Columbia Press (Winnipeg, Canada), 
$3.50. 1955. 23 cm. 364 pages. Numerous illustrations. Index. 
A detailed history of Icelandic settlement in Saskatchewan is provided in this volume 
published to commemorate the province’s Golden Jubilee. The author, a member of 
the Manitoba Bench and a notable figure in the public life of Western Canada, was 
born in Iceland and came to Saskatchewan in 1890. His book is more than a factual 
chronicle of the process of settlement. Forces which shaped the people and language 
of Iceland are examined and the subsequent successful integration of migrating 
Icelanders explained in terms of adaptation and modification of outstanding national 
traits. The contributions of second generation Icelanders in many fields are detailed, 
and extensive biographical material is provided. (971-24) 


United States of America 

A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. Vol. I. The Birth of the 
United States. Vol. Il. The Growth of the United States. R. B. Nye and J. E. 
Morpurgo. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. per vol. 1955. 18 cm. Vol. I: 334 pages. 4 maps. 
Bibliography. Vol. Il: 416 pages. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
(Pelican History of the World) 

There have been innumerable textbooks of American history, but two pleas may be 

urged in justification of yet another. First, this survey is the result of a collaboration 

between an American and an Englishman, with the result, they claim, that the work is 

written from a fresh point of view, which might well be described as ‘mid-Atlantic’. 

Secondly, the authors have tried to divest themselves of all prejudices in their 
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exposition of American ideas, politics, and culture, and have sought to relate their 
narrative to the general stream of world history. Students will undoubtedly be 
grateful for so great a bargain, a full-scale textbook, complete with bibliographies, 
at so cheap a price. (on) 


Argentina 
ARGENTINA. George Pendle. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 12s.6d. 
1955. 21 cm. 160 pages. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

With this volume George Pendle completes his trilogy on the River Plate republics. 
In it he presents, in compact and readable form, a vast amount of information about 
the geography and political, social and economic history of Argentina from the 
arrival of the Spaniards in the sixteenth century to September 1955. He is particularly 
good at depicting the train of events which led to the military revolution of 1943 and 
General Peron’s inauguration as President in 1946. It is too early to evaluate the part 
played by General Peron and his wife in the evolution of the last decade, but there are 
certainly many who will dispute the author’s interpretation of recent Argentinian 
history. (982) 


Polynesia 
VOYAGE TO THE AMOROUS ISLANDS. The Discovery of Tahiti. 
Newton A. Rowe. Deutsch, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 11 plates. Bibliography. 
Index. 
This account of the discovery of Tahiti in 1767 by Captain Wallis, commanding the 
frigate Dolphin of 511 tons with a complement of 150, is based on information, 
ublished and unpublished, collected over many years. The author’s deep knowledge 
of Tahiti itself and of Polynesian customs enables him to interpret otherwise obscure 
references in contemporary journals and to describe scenes and incidents with 
extraordinary vividness. There are many interesting sidelights, too, on naval life 
and discipline of the time. Easily read, and unencumbered by learned foot-notes, this 
picture of the South Seas of romance will interest both the student and the general 
reader. (996-211) 


FICTION 
General 


GOODBYE AUNT HESTHER. T. O. Beachcroft. Bodley Head, 12s.6d. 
1955. 20°§ cm. 206 pages. 

A highly professional short story writer who sticks resolutely to his chosen medium, 
Mr. Beachcroft excels in his delineation of the eccentricity which flourishes in a 
humdrum society For this reason, he is an excellent exponent of the British way of 
life. The long title story of this collection, a study of dissatisfied old age, sags in the 
middle and does not quite sustain the opening note of tension. But the succeeding tales, 
particularly the character sketches entitled “Tea in the Front Room’ and the portrait 
of a frantic old man caged by his infirmities, are excellent examples of a steadfast 
talent. 


A YOUNG MAN’S FANCY. Adrian Bell. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 182 pages. 

Mr. Bell’s title is a pity, for it gives an impression of “cosiness’ and merely-diverting 

unimportance, whereas his novel is a serious study of the impact of experience on 

youth and early manhood. The scene is London about forty years ago, and the story 
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describes a young man’s attempt to find himself as an individual, as a member of a 
family, and as a useful part of society. The narrative pattern is intricate and is handled 
with extreme skill, while the writing has delicacy, precision, and wit. A most 
enjoyable and satisfying book. 


BLESSING UNBOUNDED. A Vision. Harry Blamires. Longmans, 12s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 192 pages. 

The third volume of the trilogy which began with The Devil’s Hunting Grounds 
and continued with Cold War in Hell. The present work stands by itself, though the 
reader unacquainted with Mr. Blamires’ other fantasies will no doubt wish to repair 
his omission. Whereas the previous instalments were concerned with the journey 
through Purgatory and Hell, the present is concerned with Heaven. The author, who 
speaks in the first person, does not actually arrive there (which is understandable) but 
he is granted a vision of his ultimate destination. The writing is swifter and tauter 
than in the previous volumes, the humour lighter and the allegory perhaps more 
convincing. The lesson of the book is best summarised in the statement that ‘you will 
know what you truly wanted only when you have chosen it’. 


THE QUIET AMERICAN. Graham Greene. Heinemann, 13s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 256 pages. 
The Quiet American is set in Indo-China and narrated in the first person by Fowler, 
an English newspaper correspondent reporting the war between the French and the 
communist Vietminh forces. It is through his eyes that we see the quiet American, 
Alden Pyle, who is in Indo-China on special duties. Pyle has a missionary belief in 
American democracy and in the power for good, in Indo-China, of a Third Force. 
Fowler sees him as a ridiculous figure. But whether Pyle is essentially good or bad, 
whether he is a representative type of American or merely a distorted image in 
Fowler’s opium-dazed vision, and whether he would act as brutally as Mr. Greene 
makes him act are only three of the questions raised by this provocative and 
compelling novel. Every page of the book displays Mr. Greene’s mastery in the setting 
of scene and character. 


THE HUMAN AGE. Book Two: MONSTRE GAI. Book Three: 
MALIGN FIESTA. Wyndham Lewis. Methuen, 30s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
$72 pages. Illustrations by Michael Ayrton. 

It is well known that Wyndham Lewis’s works are in a category by themselves. Thus 
it is not surprising that, having resolved to complete The Childermass, he should have 
written a book totally different in style and content from its predecessors. These 
volumes continue the adventures in the after-world of the once-famous novelist 
Pullman and his ex-fag Satterthwaite. Unlike most other writers on this popular 
theme, Lewis engages in no moralising: he tells a story—swift, breath-taking, an 
occasionally ferocious. The framework is that of Dante’s Divine Comedy, but the 
atmosphere is that of our own ‘inhuman’ age. The story concludes with the threatened 
resignation of the Devil and the transition from the Human to the Divine era. The 
final volume, The Trial of Man, will complete a work about which controversy may 
be waged for many years. 


STORIES OF THE SEA. Chosen by William McFee. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 
20.5 cm. 288 pages. 
No sea anthology which includes Shackleton’s account of his journey in an open boat 
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to South Georgia, and Conrad’s “The Secret Sharer’ is lacking in distinction. The 
editor has ranged widely, including fiction and non-fiction in his choice. Many will be 
gripped by Hanson Baldwin’s account of the sinking of the Titanic and be glad to 
recognise the skill of ‘Bartimeus’, whose narrative covers the adventures of a wartime 
‘Q’ ship. Eight other contributions make up a notable selection. 


THE DOVES OF VENUS. Olivia Manning. Heinemann, 13s.6d. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 320 pages. 

Ellie Parsons, the adolescent daughter of a drab seaside restaurant-keeper, moves to 
London in search of a fuller life away from her mother’s nagging demands. Finding 
work as a packer in the basement rooms of a modish furniture decorator, she is 
elevated to the studio upstairs when she is amorously noticed by Quintin Bellot, a 
partner in the business. Later, after experiencing misplaced love, unemployment, 
hunger, and despair she finds stability in marriage with a young architect. Though the 
material is commonplace, the expert presentation transforms this into a memorably 
ironic study of wayward living. 


SINCERELY, WILLIS WAYDE. John P. Marquand. Hale, 15s. 1955. 
20°§ cm. $12 pages. 
This is a Success Story with a difference. It is different because it is told by John P. 
Marquand, whose particular brand of American satire—muted, yet deadly—leaves 
the reader wondering, at moments, who exactly is being made a fool of. Willis 
Wayde, who does early morning exercises and spends fifteen minutes every morning 
with the Classics, come what may, is not the crude figure of fun he might be in the 
hands of a less capable author. In a way, he is heroic; at moments, he is even likeable. 
He is a hypocrite, but he has to work hard to deceive himself, and has a few bitter 
moments of self-knowledge. The background of upper class New England life is 


very well drawn. 


THE BIG WINDOWS. Peadar O’Donnell. Cape, 12s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 
222 pages. 

Mr. O’Donnell’s new novel is a social study of the conditions of life and ways of 
thought of a community living in an Irish glen fifty years ago. He reveals the narrow- 
ness and superstition on the one hand and the endurance and loyalty on the other 
of these simple people through the eyes of an island woman who leaves her free, open 
life by the sea to marry one of the farmers in the glen. As a novel his book is rather 
lacking in vitality, but as a record of ancient customs and folk-lore in Ireland it is of 
unusual interest. 


THE TIGRESS ON THE HEARTH. Margery Sharp. Collins, 10s.6d. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations by Peter Emmerich. 


Always an amusing exponent of the social comedy, Miss Sharp here relates a witty 
little cautionary tale about the dangers of foreign relations. When a conventional 
English country gentleman marries a wild Albanian girl who has saved his life with a 
dexterous knife thrust, it is hardly to be expected that she will adapt herself 
immediately to the usages of polite society. Her surface adaptability, however, to the 
manorial régime is so deceptive that her primitive method of avenging 
Mr. Lutterwell’s honour shocks that honest squire into altering the whole course 


of his life. 
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A SENSE OF GUILT. Comprising Chez Krull and The Heart of a Man, 
Simenon. Translated from the French by Daphne Woodward and Louise Varése 
respectively. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 320 pages. 

It is not easy to determine just what quality it is that makes M. Simenon a favourite 

both with the highbrows and the general reading public. Perhaps it is the faculty of 

suspense brilliantly sustained in the first of the two stories here presented—Chez 

Krull, a tale at once moving and dramatic of a German family isolated and suspect 

in a French town. This is both a thriller and a tragedy of racial hostility. The Heart 

of a Man, a painful study of a morose, dying actor, depends more for its success 
upon certain tricks of style which an unsympathetic reader can now detect, but is 
none the less a remarkable tour de force. 


IRONBARK BILL. Dal Stivens. Angus & Robertson, 9s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
66 pages. Illustrations by H. J. Rothe. 

A collection of ten tall stories. Ironbark Bill, the hero, is an astonishingly virile 
Australian ‘Munchhausen’ and these tales cover some remarkable events, from the 
blowing away of a farm by a wind so strong that it kept the farm in the air for years 
to a dog so sagacious that it could herd flies into a bottle and persuade the bees to 
deposit their honey in a tin for his master’s benefit. They are told in the racy language 
of the Australian bush. 


THE BRIDE OF THE INNISFALLEN and Other Stories. Eudora 
Welty. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 190 pages. 

Miss Welty is a short story writer who has never lived up to the great promise of her 
first volume, A Curtain of Green, but whose oblique, evocative studies of life in the 
Southern States of America are always worth reading. Seduced by the legend of her 
native South, she is in danger of becoming folksy, yet most of these tales are redeemed 
by a native irony and a gift for atmospheric prose. Perhaps the best are those in which, 
escaping from home, she takes us on a riotous but touching sea-trip to Italy and a 
melancholy train journey to an Ireland which seems the Promised Land. 


A FOX UNDER MY CLOAK. Henry Williamson. Macdonald, 15s. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 416 pages. 

This new instalment of Phillip Madison’s story describes his battle experiences in the 
First World War, his relations with his family at home, and his embarrassments when 
promoted from a private soldier to the status of ‘a temporary gentleman’ in a fashion- 
able regiment. Mr. Williamson presumably expects us to sympathise with his hero’s 
misfortunes, but we cannot help feeling that Madison suffers because he is a mule 
and a fool and a masochist. Mr. Williamson chronicles his activities in minute and 
artless detail: the result is a book that is as exasperating as it is absorbing. 


SAVAGE PARIS. Emile Zola. Translated from the French by David 

Hughes and Marie-Jacqueline Mason. Elek Books, 15s. 1955. 20 cm. 296 pages. 
This novel is the third of the Rougon-Macquart series, its setting the great food- 
market of Les Halles under the Second Empire. Its theme, the unending human 
conflict between the fat and the thin, the sensualist and the ascetic, is epitomised in the 
fortunes of the hero. He is a political idealist, unjustly imprisoned in 1848, who finds it 
impossible to compromise with the corrupt, self-complacent world of his supposedly 
respectable relatives. As sometimes happens in Zola, the character drawing is over- 
shadowed by a vigorous presentation of the scene, here the grossly materialistic 
surroundings of Les Halles. 
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Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE THIRD GHOST BOOK. Edited by Cynthia Asquith. Barrie, 15s. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 312 pages. 

The Third Ghost Book assembles a company of writers as variously gifted as L. P. 
Hartley, Elizabeth Bowen, Angus Wilson, Marghanita Laski, James Laver and Nancy 
Spain—to mention only six of twenty-seven—and proves that this very English 
genre is in flourishing condition. To place these tales in order of literary merit would 
be difficult; the most harrowing is probably “Ringing the Changes’, by Robert 
Aickman. 


MAIGRET AND THE BURGLAR’S WIFE. Simenon. Translated from 
the French by J. Maclaren-Ross. Hamish Hamilton, 9s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 
This is one of Simenon’s straight detective tales in which his lumbering, moody, 
intuitive Inspector disentangles the case of an eccentric dentist, a sibylline old lady 
and a disappearing corpse. Nothing much happens after the first discovery. We sit 
with Maigret in his office or in a café over a glass of wine, watching him brood on 
the psychology of his suspects. Perhaps this time he is a little slow but there is the usual 

fascination in his meditative technique. 


Reprints 


DEATH IN VENICE. [With two other stories.] Thomas Mann. Translated 
from the German by H. T. Lowe-Porter. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 
18 cm. 192 pages. Paper covers. 

Each of these long short stories is among Thomas Mann’s finest work in this genre. 
The element common to them all is one which often appears in his work: this is the 
conception of literary, musical or pictorial art as the last fine flowering of a long line 
of solid but uninspired bourgeois ancestry, the flower itself announcing the imminent 
exhaustion of a once healthy stock. This theme receives its most striking embodiment 
in “Death in Venice’ where a splendid elegiac description of the decaying city forms 
the setting for the moral and physical collapse of the hero. 


THE HISTORY OF HENRY ESMOND. W. M. Thackeray. 
Introduction by Walter Jerrold. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 185 cm. 446 pages. 
Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

‘Here is the best I can do’, wrote Thackeray of this novel. Many of his readers have 
differed from him, regarding Vanity Fair as his greatest achievement, but since its first 
appearance in 1852, Henry Esmond has certainly ranked among the best and most 
widely read of English historical novels. It tells an absorbing story of political intrigue, 
love and hate, and military adventure. Marlborough, Addison, Swift and other 
historical personages appear, and the scene, brilliantly recreated, is the carly 
cighteenth-century England of Queen Anne. 


CANDIDE and Other Tales. Voltaire. Translated from the French by 
T. Smollett, revised by James Thornton. Introduction by H. N. Brailsford. 
Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 380 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

Besides the famous Candide, the present volume contains Zadig, Micromegas 

(a ‘scientific romance’), L’Ingenue and The Princess of Babylon. All these stories will 

bear regular re-reading, since they form a permanent commentary upon the weak- 

nesses of human nature. Moreover, they are models of clear and pointed writing, 
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reaching perfection in the French original but still retaining much charm in translation. 
The Introduction consists of a spirited biography by a political journalist who, like 
Voltaire himself, has championed civil liberty throughout a long life. This is followed 


by a brief summary and account of each of the stories. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

MORE THAN YOU BARGAINED FOR and Other Stories. Joan 

Aiken. Cape, 9s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 190 pages. Drawings by Pat Marriott. 

Good modern fairy stories are extremely rare. In this second collection (for children 
of 8-12) Joan Aiken again shows that she has the gift of writing about magic in a 
matter-of-fact way which is the true secret of such tales. The children to whom these 
fantastic experiences occur all live in some definite, ordinary place like a flat in 
London and it is this homely detail which suspends disbelief. The title story, with its 
mysterious background of antique shops, is perhaps the most delightful, but it has a 
near rival in the tale of the troublesome Perrow family who happen to be only six 


inches high. 


CHRISTMAS WITH THE SAVAGES. Mary Clive. Macmillan, 10s.6d. 

1955. 225 cm. 186 pages. Decorations by Philip Gough. 
Mary Clive’s description of Christmas in a large English country house nearly fifty 
years ago is an unpretentious yet charming and highly skilled piece of writing which 
children in their teens should appreciate. The story is told through the eyes of the 
children of the household and their young guests. The author combines an adult’s 
insight into her characters’ motives with a remarkable flair for re-creating the dialogue 
of children. Her feeling for the period constantly enriches the book, but it is never 
allowed to become too obtrusive, and Philip Gough’s engravings contribute delight- 
fully to the effect. 


MARION TURNS TEACHER. Louise Cochrane. NURSE CARTER 
MARRIED. Shirley Darbyshire.e COOKERY KATE. Mary Dunn. 
Chatto & Windus, 7s.6d. each. 19 cm. 144 : 142 : 144 pages. Frontispiece. (Mary 
Dunn Career Novels) 

In these three career books, we accompany Kate and Marion through the various 
stages of their training. Kate studies for the hotel and catering trade, tries various jobs 
as waitress and cook, learns bar and cellar work, and ends up managing a hotel with 
her husband. Marion learns how to teach and manage children, is glad of a journalist's 
help when she has to cope with a party of them in Paris, and we leave her on the 
threshold of her first teaching job. Nurse Carter we accompany through her year as a 
staff nurse in the hospital in which she was trained, after which she takes a midwifery 
course and then a temporary job in a Jamaican hospital, where she decides which of 
two men she wants to marry. The books are competently written and the professional 
details and personal stories are pleasantly blended to ensure that they will have both 
interest and appeal for older girls. 


THE SAUCY COCKLE. Dorothy Craigie. Parrish, 8s.6d. cloth; 7s.6d. 
boards. 1955. 21-5 cm. 36 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by the author. 


Captain Schooner, who has a parrot that can talk and sing, owns the Saucy Cockle, 
and the children love to sail in her. A big new ship with a brass band threatens their 
existence, but it is too noisy to hear a fisherman’s call for help and, if the Saucy Cockle 
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had not rescued him, the people would have been without any fish for breakfast. 
So the Saucy Cockle is saved Seth being broken up and Captain Schooner can sail 
her as long as he likes. The illustrations are bright and gay, and with the neat little 
story make pleasing entertainment for the very young. 


THE DRAGON AND THE ROSE. David Scott Daniell. Cape, 9s.6d. 

19$$- 20°5 cm. 218 pages. Drawings (1 in colour) by Sheila Stratton. 
Children of 9-12 will enjoy this exciting historical romance set in medieval Florence. 
It has the inestimable advantage of containing no real characters in spite of the 
temptations to which this period gives rise. Thus the splendid Florentine background 
is used not to display the usual historical waxworks but as a setting for the adventures 
of an unknown and therefore plausible young apprentice in an artist’s studio and the 
beautiful Princess to whose service he is pledged. Their desperate pilgrimage among 
the forests and castles of Tuscany and in the realm of the King of the Troubadours 
makes good reading. 


WAY FOR A SAILOR. Peter Dawlish. Oxford University Press, 9s.6d. 

1955. 19 cm. 220 pages. Drawings by Raymond Sheppard. 
Ronald McKay, twelve-year-old son of a labourer in an iron foundry in a Scottish 
industrial town, has never seen the sea, but a story he reads determines him to become 
a sailor. He labours to earn money to buy an old boat, and when it is denied him he 
runs away to a port where his ambition receives a fillip that sets him on the way to a 
successful career. Peter Dawlish knows the sea and can imbue the reader with his own 
enthusiasm. His writing is direct, his understanding evident, and he draws an 
interesting picture of Scottish working-class life at the beginning of this century. 
Boys of twelve and over can be confident of enjoyment in his new tale. It is pleasantly 
illustrated. 


MARY IN THE COUNTRY. ‘Golden Gorse’. Country Life, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 162 pages. Drawings by Ernest H. Shepard. 

Children, and especially girls, of twelve or so should enjoy this sensible and realistic 

story, which tells how Mary moved with her parents and her well loved cat from the 

town to the country and there learned all sorts of useful and interesting things: how 

to look after and train a puppy, to harness and ride a donkey, to make compost and 

to dig, plant and manage a garden of her very own. 


KPO THE LEOPARD. René Guillot. Translated from the French by 
Gwen Marsh. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 170 pages. Illustrations 
by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 

M. Guillot, the most distinguished writer of children’s stories in France, here provides 

another of his fascinating tales of the African jungle and one which should. delight 

children between nine and twelve. This story of a baby leopard, adopted by a cheetah 

when her parents are killed, and of her growth to independence, is not only vivid 

and exciting in itself but evokes with marvellous skill the mysterious forests, deserts 

and animal life of Africa. 


THE FUNNY GUY. Grace Allen Hogarth. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d.. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by Fritz Wegner. 


It is the fact that her mother has been very ill for so long that makes Helen behave 
oddly enough to earn the nickname of “The Funny Guy’ that makes her life at school 
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an endurance test. Selling Christmas cards under false pretences gets her into troubk 
serious enough to make her run away, but she finds a real friend in the process, and 
that and the news of her mother’s recovery turn her into a happy and normal child 
again. The setting is an American village in 1912, and the book is written with ; 
charm and ease that makes its happenings and characters real and natural. The illust. 
rations capture the mood and flavour of the text, and the whole is a delightful 
excursion into the near past for girls of twelve or so. 
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NORGY IN LITTLELAND. Freda Hurt. Epworth Press, 6s. 1955. 19 cm © 


126 pages. Illustrations by Elizabeth McIntyre. 


Norgy and his toy dog, Jock, are looking at the wonderful model village old 
Mr. Banbury has built when another visitor drops a pearl earring among the little 
buildings. By means of Mrs. Banbury’s magic powers, Norgy is reduced in size 
and set to look for it, aided by Jock who has come alive and can talk. They havea 
thrilling time retrieving the pearl from the three villains who have stolen it. Yo 
children will take very kindly to this agreeable little tale and particularly to the 
resourceful and endearingly sensible Jock. 


THE ANIMALS’ CONFERENCE. Erich Kastner. Based on an idea by 
Jella Lepman. Translated from the German by Zita de Schauensee. Collins, 12s.64. 
1955. 28-5 cm. 64 pages. Illustrations in colour by Walter Trier. 


Tired of witnessing the chaos men produce with the excuse of making the world 
a better place for children, Oscar the Elephant calls a conference of the world’s 
animals to demand that war, hardship and revolution be outlawed. As a last resort, 
to bring people to their senses, they whisk away all the world’s children, and by thes 
drastic means bring peace to the earth. This is a most ingenious effort. The theme isa 
serious one, but it is so deftly put over, with many amusing imaginative touches, and 
so brightly decorated with speaking illustrations, that children of 8-10 will love it and 
wish that it could all come true. 


THE SHETLAND PONY. John T. Kenney. WILD ANIMALS. Eric 
Leyland. Edmund Ward, 4s. each. 1955. 14°5 cm. 64 pages. Illustrations (10 in 
colour) in both books by John T. Kenney. (‘Truth in a Tale’) 


The first of these new titles in a series combining education and entertainment tells 
how Brown Sugar, an attractive little Shetland pony, was trained to become a 
reliable riding pony for the story’s heroine, Susan. In the second, Sally and Peter are 
introduced by their knowledgeable Uncle George to many of Britain’s wild animals: 
hares, foxes, water rats, water voles, otters, badgers, moles, etc. These useful little 
books are for the younger reader of seven or so. 


TAMBAI ISLAND. R. S. Porteous. Angus & Robertson, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 182 pages. Illustrations. Chart. 


Twelve-year-old Ken, living happily with his father and older brother on a remote 
Pacific island, has his suspicions aroused when a mysterious steamer disappears over- 
night and a wounded Chinaman takes refuge in a compatriot’s store. His father leaves 
for Rabaul on business, and Ken and his brother are left to cope with a gang of 
pirates and somehow to get a dangerously over-canvassed schooner to Rabaul with 
nothing to guide them and with their enemies imprisoned below deck. Boys of 10-15 
will enjoy the adventure and absorbing sailing details of an exciting story. 
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WE WERE THERE. Rhoda Power. Allen & Unwin, 10s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
140 pages. Illustrations by Charl. 


There are eleven historical stories in this book ranging from the Coming of the 
Northmen to the Spanish Armada. The author, emphasising that, throughout history, 
ordinary people have experienced some event that has permanently impressed them, 
relates these stories as they would be told by a contemporary man, woman or child. 
A Franciscan friar, a village ‘scold’, an early printer, a boy escaping from the North- 
men, a young apprentice and an old sailor tell their stories naturally and vividly, 
thanks to Miss Power’s skill and graceful scholarship. To all children from ten 
upwards this can be a continual wonder-book, if their elders don’t monopolise it. 


THE MINSTREL KNIGHT. Philip Rush. Collins, 8s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 
256 pages. Drawings by Martin Thomas. 


Based on an ancient narrative poem, this book tells the story of Fulk Fitz-Warin, 
a young knight who is driven to defy King John by the latter’s injustice in with- 
holding his family’s inheritance. With his five brothers and a company of faithful 
followers, he takes to the woods, and, as outlaws, they prey upon the King until the 
issue is settled. It is an eventful tale. Its vigour will make an instant appeal to any 
young readers of 12-16 who like plenty of action, and they will, at the same time, gain 
some insight into the life and manners of the Middle Ages. 


PENNY PUZZLED. A. Stephen Tring. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 204 pages. Drawings by T. R. Freeman. 


Penny Andrews, heroine of a series of books, succumbs to mumps in this one, but 
spends a happy convalescent holiday with friends on the east coast, preparing for a 
triumphant entry in a gymkhana and dabbling in a mystery concerning a stolen 
painting which leaves her somewhat disillusioned about human nature. Penny is a 
likeable and incorrigible character, and young people of 11-14 will be pleasantly 
entertained by her latest exploits. 


THE FAMILY AT DOWBIGGINS. Elfrida Vipont. Lutterworth Press, 
8s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 


Unless Mrs. Conyers takes in boarders, the family will have to sell their house, 
Dowbiggins, to which they are all very much attached. The five children hate the 
thought of strangers in the house, but, as it happens, the venture brings them a 
number of new and welcome friends. But it is Mr. Conyers’ hobby that, in the end, 
saves the situation. The family, the visitors and their surroundings are very well 
realised in this comfortable family chronicle for children of 11-14. 


Non-Fiction 


SIX GREAT SCIENTISTS. Copernicus. Galileo. Newton. Darwin. Marie 
Curie. Einstein. J. G. Crowther. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 270 pages. 
6 illustrations. Bibliography. (“Six Great’ Series) 


The latest addition to this series keeps well up to the standards set by its predecessors. 
The lives of the six scientists are recounted simply with the young reader in mind, 
but any reader from, say, thirteen onwards with an interest in science will derive 
pleasure and profit from the book. The author is one of Britain’s leading writers on 
science for the layman. 
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PAWS, HOOFS AND FLIPPERS. Olive L. Earle. Bodley Head, 125.64 
1955. 21°5 cm. 192 pages. Numerous drawings by the author. Index. 
The lay-out of this book is North American and the accent is somewhat on mammak § TI 
which can be found in that Continent. Nevertheless, for children of 9-12, who ar Ci 
surfeited with books about birds, it forms an excellent introduction to the mammak re: 
of the world. A classification according to salient features follows roughly th an 
scientific order, and much general description of structure and ways of life is included F hi 
Naturally most attention is given to the larger and more spectacular mammals, but, 7 It 
since these are the ones which children will see most frequently in zoos, the book will ar 
form a useful answer to their questions. 





GUNS. S. E. Ellacott. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 80 pages. Numerous 
illustrations by the author. Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 


Guns is a worthy contribution to this series for the older reader. It traces the history 


of the means of discharging missiles from Roman times to the latest artillery weapon, « 
giving at the same time much interesting data as to ranges, rates of fire, etc. The interest of 
is sustained by admirable illustrations bearing on the development of primitive bs 


mechanisms down to the products of a mechanised age. Though written primarily bis 
for the young, it must appeal to all those interested in guns and gunnery, and there 7 
are many such people. : 

ac 


INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG FOOTBALLERS. Tom Finney. 
Museum Press, 9s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 112 pages. 21 photographs. Diagrams. T 
(The Brompton Library) 

Covering every aspect of the game of Association football, this well produced and 

excellently illustrated guide is written by one of the most intelligent and brilliant 

players of today and is a worthy addition to a fine series of books on modern sports 
and pastimes. 


LETTERS TO A YOUNG NATURALIST. Maxwell Knight. Collins, 
10s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 192 pages. Drawings by Patricia Lambe. 


Major Knight is already well known as a broadcaster and a writer on general natural 
history subjects. In his present book he has composed a correspondence with a 
nephew and niece some 12-13 years old, in which he gives avuncular advice on how 
to become a good naturalist and answers many typical questions. It is all very good 
advice, whether it concerns how to care for frog spawn or how to bring caterpillars 
through to their imaginal stages, and it is particularly healthy in insisting on the 
importance of reading and observation in contrast to imbibing the compressed tablets 
of the radio and television. 


memo rose naa sa 


— 


SOUTH AFRICA. D. Marquand. Black, 6s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 96 pages. 
15 photographs. Map. Index. (Lands and Peoples) 
A short but very well written and produced book on life in South Africa today. 
It is entirely suitable for the school library, but it can be read quickly and with 
pleasure by the adult. Johannesburg, Pretoria, and Cape Town are described; there is 
very little history, the natural features of the country, and the general character and 
habits and ways of life of the white inhabitants, being the principal subjects. It inten- A 
tionally does not, except in passing, give any account of the Bantu people, and racial, 7 
political, and controversial problems of all kinds are avoided. 


oOo m<rs 3. el 


148 








z 


Z2ReRS Ee 












LAE ENTE 








THE STORY OF DAVY CROCKETT. Enid Lamonte Meadowcroft. 
Muller, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 144 pages. Illustrations by F. Stocks May. 

This is the life of the almost legendary Davy Crockett—hunter, frontiersman, 
Congressman and lover of liberty—told for the yore reader. It makes —s 
reading, for Davy was a spirited youngster, preferring fishing and hunting to schoo 
and acquired qualities of independence and decision that remained with him until 
his heroic death in the fortress of El Alamo in the cause of Texan independence. 
It is well told, with the frontiersman’s piquant turn of speech in its dialogue, and is 
amply illustrated. 


THE BOYS’ COUNTRY BOOK. Edited by John Moore. Collins, 15s. 
19$$- 21°5 cm. 352 pages. Illustrations by Shirley Hughes. Diagrams by Charles 
Green. 

Many writers have contributed to this book on outdoor hobbies and activities. Each 

contributor is an enthusiastic expert, and the able editor, who has experienced most 

of the pleasures the book promises, contributes some of the articles and gives a 

valuable running connective commentary. The suggested activities are wide and 

varied. Among them are descriptions of and practical suggestions on camping, 
tracking, exploring, ‘messing about in boats’, riding, gliding, angling, underwater 
fishing, educational observation in natural history, geology, farming and archaeology. 

The articles are clearly written and there is no doubt that the book will be a valuable 

addition to any school or scouts’ library. 


THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT TELEVISION AND RADIO. 
T. J. Morgan. Muller, 6s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 144 pages. 13 illustrations. Diagrams. 
(True Book Series) 

A short historical account of the development of wireless telegraphy and telephony, 
which includes brief descriptions of the principles of operation of radio receivers and 
transmitters, is followed by a number of chapters describing the production, trans- 
mission and reception of video and radar signals. Sufficient technical detail is included 
to enable the reader to obtain a superficial understanding of the principles of television, 
but the author’s main aim is to stimulate interest by describing the uses to which 
television and radar have been put in peace and war. The book is suitable for young 
people of 14-18, particularly those who have already developed an interest in, or 
knowledge of, radio communication. 


THE PONY CLUB ANNUAL. Naldrett Press in association with The 
World’s Work, for the British Horse Society, 12s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 160 pages. 
Numerous photographs and drawings. 

This is the sixth issue of an annual which has become a firm favourite with young 

riders of eleven upwards, whether members of the Pony Club or not. Its contents 

include several good short stories, informative articles by experts on training a pony, 
the history of stirrups and spurs, the draughtsman John Leech, and an exciting account 

of the Palio of Siena, the horse race which will be run for the 540th time in 1956. 


ATOMS WORK LIKE THIS. John Rowland. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 
1955. 255 cm. 62 pages. 32 illustrations by Charles Green. Glossary. Index. 

An elementary introduction to nuclear energy for children of, say, twelve upwards. 

The author is experienced in popular scientific writing and this small book well 


serves its purpose. 
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BACH’S FUGAL WORKS 
By A. E. F. Dickinson. A new work 
for the music student, the enthusiastic 
amateur and critical listener, which 
forms a study of Bach as a writer of 
fugue. A survey of the organ and key- 
board work is followed by a chapter 
on the choral fugues and by a com- 
parative analysis of texture and 
structure. Chapters are also included 
on fugue before and after Bach. 
Approx. 27/6 net. 


DYNAMIC CHESS 


By R. N. Coles. A new book from 
the author of “The Chess Player’s 
Weekend Book,” which explains the 
basis of the dynamic idea of chess. 
It traces the development and back- 
ground and uses many examples as 
illustrations. It shows why this 
approach dominates the entire strate- 
gical and tactical conception of the 
game and has infused chess with new 
life. Approx. 17/6 net. 
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Love in the South Seas 
Bengt Danielsson 


In this popular-scientific account of the sexual life and family relations 
of the Polynesians, Bengt Danielsson (one of Thor Heyerdahl’s comrades 
on the famous Kon-Tiki raft) reveals the extent to which the widespread 
conception of the South Seas as a lover’s paradise is justified. 
Illustrated 16s. 


The Long Road Home 


Adrian Vincent 
An unusual prisoner-of-war book without heroes and without escapes. 
A story of bribery and corruption within the camps; of the forced 
marches and of men at each other's throats in a desperate struggle for 
survival. 12s. 6d 


Daughters of Cain 
Renee Huggett & Paul Berry 


An enquiry into the lives and characters of the eight women executed 
for murder in Britain since 1923. About 15s. 


International Atomic Policy 
Admiral Elis Biorklund 


A historical survey of policy, an assessment of the supplies of atomic 
material, and practical suggestions for ending the present deadlock. 
15s. 


Beaumont and Fletcher 
W. W. Appleton 


This study of the two leading Jacobean dramatists is in effect an analysis 
of the stage of the time. 12s. 6d. 


Footplate and Signal Cabin 
A. N. Marlow 


A discussion of the problems of the signalman and an account of 
experiences on the footplate. Illustrated. About 16s. 
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